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1.​ Lot and His Daughters 

 

Bereishit 19:6-9 

א ם ויַּצֵֵ֧ תְחָה ל֖וֹט אֲלֵהֶ֛ לֶת הַפֶּ֑ ר והְַדֶּ֖ יו׃ סָגַ֥  אַחֲרָֽ
ר י אַל־נָ֥א ויַּאֹמַ֑ עוּ׃ אַחַ֖ א תָּרֵֽ י הִנּהֵ־נָ֨ י לִ֜  בָנ֗וֹת שְׁתֵּ֣

ר ישׁ לֹֽא־ידְָעוּ֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ א אִ֔ ם אֶתְהֶן֙ אוֹצִֽיאָה־נָּ֤  ועֲַשׂ֣וּ אֲלֵיכֶ֔
ן ם כַּטּ֖וֹב לָהֶ֔ ק בְּעֵיניֵכֶ֑ ים רַ֠ אֲנשִָׁ֤  אַל־תַּעֲשׂ֣וּ הָאֵל֙ לָֽ
ר ן דָבָ֔ אוּ כִּֽי־עַל־כֵּ֥ ל בָּ֖ י׃ בְּצֵ֥ לְאָה ׀ויַּאֹמְר֣וּ  קרָֹתִֽ  גֶּשׁ־הָ֗

ד ויַּאֹֽמְרוּ֙ ט בָּֽא־לָגוּר֙ הָאֶחָ֤ ֹ֣ ה שָׁפ֔וֹט ויַּשְִׁפּ ע עַתָּ֕  לְךָ֖ נרַָ֥
ם ישׁ ויַּפְִצְר֨וּ מֵהֶ֑ ד בְּלוֹט֙ בָאִ֤ ֹ֔ ר וַיּֽגְִּשׁ֖וּ מְא ֹ֥ הַדָּֽלֶת׃ לִשְׁבּ

So Lot went out to them to the entrance, shut the door 
behind him, and said, “I beg you, my friends, do not 

commit such a wrong. Look, I have two daughters who 
have not known a man. Let me bring them out to you, 
and you may do to them as you please; but do not do 

anything to the others, since they have come under the 
shelter of my roof.” But they said, “Stand back! The 

fellow,” they said, “came here as an alien, and already 
he acts the ruler! Now we will deal worse with you than 

with them.” And they pressed hard against the 
man—against Lot—and moved forward to  

break the door. 
 

Bereishit 19:32-33 

ה ה לְכָ֨ ינוּ נשְַׁקֶ֧ יןִ אֶת־אָבִ֛ ה יַ֖  וּנחְַיֶּ֥ה עִמּ֑וֹ ונְשְִׁכְּבָ֣
ינוּ ָ זָרַֽע׃ מֵאָבִ֖ ין ן ותַַּשְׁקֶ֧ יןִ אֶת־אֲבִיהֶ֛ ילְָה יַ֖  ה֑וּא בַּלַּ֣
א ֹ֤ ב הַבְּכִירָה֙ ותַָּב יהָ ותִַּשְׁכַּ֣ ע אֶת־אָבִ֔   ולְֹֽא־ידַָ֥

הּ  וּבְקוּמָֽׄהּ׃ בְּשִׁכְבָ֖

Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie 
with him, that we may maintain life through our father.” 
That night they made their father drink wine, and the 
older one went in and lay with her father; he did not 

know when she lay down or when she rose.  

 
2.​ Lot’s Moral Agency 

 

Bavli Horayot 10b 

 לְשֵׁם שֶׁנּתְִכַּוּוְנוּ הֵן בְנוֹתָיו, וּשְׁתֵּי לְלוֹט מָשָׁל אֶלָּא
 לְשֵׁם שֶׁנּתְִכַּוֵּון הוּא בָם״, ילְֵכוּ ״צַדִּקִים – מִצְוהָ

 בָם״. יכִָּשְׁלוּ ״וּפשְֹׁעִים – עֲבֵירָה

Rather, it is analogous to the incident involving Lot 
and his two daughters (see Genesis 19:30–38): With 

regard to the daughters, who, when engaging in 
intercourse with their father, intended their action for 
the sake of a mitzva, as they believed that the world 

had been destroyed and that only they remained alive, it 
is written: “The righteous will walk in them.” With 

regard to Lot, who intended his action for the sake of 
a transgression, it is written: “And transgressors will 

stumble in them.” 

 ]אִיכַּוַּון[! מְכַוֵּין( )הוּא מִצְוהָ לְשֵׁם נמֵָי הוּא ודְִלְמָא
  לְשֵׁם הַזֶּה הַפָּסוּק כׇּל יוֹחָנןָ, רַבִּי אָמַר

The Gemara challenges: Perhaps Lot too intended his 
action for the sake of a mitzva. Rabbi Yoḥanan says 

that this entire verse: “And Lot cast his eyes and 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

 

 beheld the entire plain of the Jordan that it was well נאֱֶמַר. עֲבֵירָה
watered everywhere” (Genesis 13:10), is stated in the 

context of transgression. 

 עֵיניֶהָ״, אֶת אֲדנֹיָו אֵשֶׁת ״ותִַּשָּׂא – לוֹט״ ״ויַּשִָּׂא
 כִּי לִי קַח אוֹתָהּ ]וגְוֹ׳[ שִׁמְשׁוֹן ״ויַּאֹמֶר – עֵיניָו״ ״אֶת
 בֶּן שְׁכֶם אתָֹהּ ״ויַּרְַא – ״ויַּרְַא״ בְעֵיניָ״, ישְָׁרָה הִיא

 זוֹנהָ אִשָּׁה בְעַד ״כִּי – הַיּרְַדֵּן״ כִּכַּר כׇּל ״אֶת חֲמוֹר״,
 אַחֲרֵי ״אֵלְכָה – מַשְׁקֶה״ כֻלָּהּ ״כִּי לָחֶם״, כִּכַּר עַד

  וּפִשְׁתִּי צַמְרִי וּמֵימַי לַחְמִי נתְֹניֵ מְאַהֲבַי
 ושְִׁקּוּייָ״. שַׁמְניִ

He explains: “And Lot cast his eyes” is an allusion to 
the verse: “His master’s wife cast her eyes upon 
Joseph and said: Lie with me” (Genesis 39:7). “His 

eyes” is an allusion to the verse: “And Samson said: 
Get her for me, as she is pleasing to my eyes” 
(Judges 14:3). “And beheld” is an allusion to the 

verse: “And Shechem, son of Hamor, the prince of the 
land, beheld her; and he took her and lay with her” 

(Genesis 34:2). “The entire plain [kikar] of the 
Jordan” is an allusion to the verse: “For on account of 

a prostitute a man is brought to a loaf [kikar] of 
bread” (Proverbs 6:26). “That it was well watered 
[mashke] everywhere” is an allusion to the verse “I 
will follow my lovers, givers of my bread and my 
water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink 

[veshikkuyai]” (Hosea 2:7). 

 חוֹניִ: רַבִּי בַּר יוֹסֵי רַבִּי מִשּׁוּם תָּנאָ אֲניִס! מֵינסָ והְָא
 לוֹמַר בְּכִירָה? שֶׁל שֶׁבְּ״קוּמָהּ״ ויָו עַל נקָוּד לָמָּה

 הֲוהָ וּמַאי ידַָע. בְּקוּמָהּ אֲבָל ידַָע לָא שֶׁבְּשִׁכְבָהּ לָךְ,
 דִּלְפַניְאָ מִינּהַּ נפְָקָא הֲוהָ! דַּהֲוהָ מַאי לְמֶעְבַּד? לֵיהּ

 לְמִישְׁתֵּי. לֵיהּ אִיבְּעִי לָא אַחֲרִינאָ

Why is Lot accused of wrongdoing? Wasn’t he the 
victim of circumstances beyond his control, as he 
was drunk and asleep? It is taught in the name of 

Rabbi Yosei bar Rabbi Ḥoni: Why is it dotted over 
the letter vav that is in the word “bekumah” written 

with regard to Lot’s elder daughter? It is to say to you 
that when she lay down he did not know; but when 
she arose, he knew. And what was he to do? What 

was, was. The Gemara answers: He should have 
derived from it that on the following night he should 
not drink. Since he drank again, this indicates that he 

did so with intent to engage in intercourse. 
 

Rashi on Bereishit 33:3 

 ידַָע, שֶׁבְּקוּמָהּ לוֹמַר, נקָוּד, בְּכִירָה שֶׁל ובקומה.
 לֵויִ רַבִּי אָמַר מִלִּשְׁתּוֹת. שֵׁניִ לַילִ נשְִׁמַר לֹא ואְַעַפּ"כֵ

 לַסּוֹף עֲרָיוֹת שֶׁל בּוּלְמוּס אַחַר לָהוּט שֶׁהוּא מִי כָּל
 מִבְּשָׂרוֹ: אוֹתוֹ מַאֲכִילִים

 This word where it occurs with reference to the —ובקומה
elder sister (Genesis 19:33) has dots above it (as 

though it is not written at all), implying that when she 
arose, he (Lot) was aware of it, and yet he did not take 
care on the second night to abstain from wine. (Horayot 
10b.) R. Levi said, Whoever is inflamed by sexual desire 

will, in the end, be made to eat his own flesh  
(Genesis Rabbah 51:9). 

 

Devora Steinmetz, From the Father to Son: Kinship, Conflict, and Continuity in Genesis, 149 

[Genesis promotes]...the idea that individuals…choose their own destiny…Whether these individuals receive the 
blessing or find themselves in exile, apart from the patriarchal heritage, depends finally on their own choices. The 
destiny of the individual is not shaped ultimately by the acts of others, or by nationality, or by lineage, or by divine 

choice. Thus…Lot is excluded from Abraham’s destiny not simply because Abraham fails to include him but 
because Lot consistently makes the wrong choices when given an opportunity to choose. 
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