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1. Lot and His Daughters

Bereishit 19:6-9
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So Lot went out to them to the entrance, shut the door
behind him, and said, “I beg you, my friends, do not
commit such a wrong. Look, | have two daughters who
have not known a man. Let me bring them out to you,
and you may do to them as you please; but do not do
anything to the others, since they have come under the
shelter of my roof.” But they said, “Stand back! The
fellow,” they said, “came here as an alien, and already
he acts the ruler! Now we will deal worse with you than
with them.” And they pressed hard against the
man—against Lot—and moved forward to
break the door.

Bereishit 19:32-33
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Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie
with him, that we may maintain life through our father.”
That night they made their father drink wine, and the
older one went in and lay with her father; he did not
know when she lay down or when she rose.

2. Lot’s Moral Agency

Bavli Horayot 10b

DYY IHINIY | ,I'NI1Y DY 0I7Y TYUn NN
DY [HIMAY NIN ,”D2 427! D'PTY” — NIXN
/D2 A7¢2 D'YY91” — NNy

Rather, it is analogous to the incident involving Lot
and his two daughters (see Genesis 19:30-38): With
regard to the daughters, who, when engaging in
intercourse with their father, intended their action for
the sake of a mitzva, as they believed that the world
had been destroyed and that only they remained alive, it
is written: “The righteous will walk in them.” With
regard to Lot, who intended his action for the sake of
a transgression, it is written: “And transgressors will
stumble in them.”
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The Gemara challenges: Perhaps Lot too intended his
action for the sake of a mitzva. Rabbi Yohanan says
that this entire verse: “And Lot cast his eyes and

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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watered everywhere” (Genesis 13:10), is stated in the
context of transgression.
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: ) > Joseph and said: Lie with me” (Genesis 39:7). “His
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Jordan” is an allusion to the verse: “For on account of
a prostitute a man is brought to a loaf [kikar] of
bread” (Proverbs 6:26). “That it was well watered

[mashke] everywhere” is an allusion to the verse “I

will follow my lovers, givers of my bread and my

water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink
[veshikkuyai]” (Hosea 2:7).
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derived from it that on the following night he should
not drink. Since he drank again, this indicates that he
did so with intent to engage in intercourse.

Rashi on Bereishit 33:3
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[Genesis promotes]...the idea that individuals...choose their own destiny...Whether these individuals receive the
blessing or find themselves in exile, apart from the patriarchal heritage, depends finally on their own choices. The
destiny of the individual is not shaped ultimately by the acts of others, or by nationality, or by lineage, or by divine
choice. Thus...Lot is excluded from Abraham’s destiny not simply because Abraham fails to include him but
because Lot consistently makes the wrong choices when given an opportunity to choose.
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