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Bereishit 1:2
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the earth being unformed and void, with darkness over
the surface of the deep and a wind from God
sweeping over the water—

1. Formless and Void

Bavli Arakhin 17a
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This term teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
sought to revert the world to chaos and void, as it was
before Creation (Genesis 1:1-2), on account of
Jehoiakim, who did evil in the eyes of God. Once He
observed the people of his generation, His mind was
settled. Likewise, the Holy One, Blessed be He, sought
to revert the world to chaos and void, on account of the
generation of Zedekiah, but once He observed
Zedekiah, His mind was settled.

Sefer HaBahir 1:2
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Rabbi Berechiah said, "It is written, 'Now the earth was
tohu and bohu' (Genesis 1:2). What does 'was' mean?
That the fohu already was. What is tohu? Something
that confounds [m'taha] people. And what is bohu?
Tohu was, and it returned to bohu. And what is bohu? A
thing that has substance in it, as is written,
'It is inside it [bo hu]."

Ramban on Bereishit 1:1
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Now listen to the correct and clear explanation of the
verse in its simplicity. The Holy One, blessed be He,
created all things from absolute non-existence. Now we
have no expression in the sacred language for bringing
forth something from nothing other than the word bara
(created). Everything that exists under the sun or above
was not made from non-existence at the outset. Instead
He brought forth from total and absolute nothing a very
thin substance devoid of corporeality but having a
power of potency, fit to assume form and to proceed
from potentiality into reality.

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




2. Tehom

Devarim 33:13
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Ezekiel 31:4
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Rashi on Ezekiel 31:4
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Tehillim 42:78
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Rashi on Tehillim 42:8
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Jonah 2:6
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3. Into the Deep We Go

Brandon R. Grafius, Scared By the Bible: The Roots of Horror in Scripture, 178-179

There’s a profound truth that apocalyptic movies try to point out, time and time again—we’re afraid of chaos, of the

lack of order, of our security systems’ collapse. We’re afraid of uncertainty and not being in control. But when we

step back and look at the bigger picture, sometimes the control we think we have—and the systems that help us
feel this sense of control-aren’t as great as we think they are...

At first, it seems like the Bible’s stance toward chaos and order is much more straightforward. God’s always on the
side of order; chaos is the monster to be struggled against. But when we start pulling at the loose ends of that
narrative, the threads start to unravel pretty quickly.

The conflict between order and chaos is first presented in the very opening of Genesis 1, where God fashions the
world out of the tohu vabohu, the “formless and void” of the pre-creation world. As much as it’s a story of creation,
it's also a story of ordering—the word divided is repeated throughout Genesis 1. God is taking up all the formless
stuff and putting it into its right place so that we have order, so that we have land and water, sea and sky. But over
against all of this is the tehom, the deep that darkness covers at the very beginning.
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