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1.​ Kohelet 

 

Kohelet 1:2-11 

ל ר הֲבָלִים֙ הֲבֵ֤ לֶת אָמַ֣ ל קהֶֹ֔ ים הֲבֵ֥ ל הֲבָלִ֖ ֹ֥  הָֽבֶל׃ הַכּ
ם מַה־יּתְִר֖וֹן ל־עֲמָל֔וֹ לָֽאָדָ֑ ל בְּכׇ֨ ֹ֖ יּעֲַמ חַת שֶֽׁ מֶשׁ׃ תַּ֥  דּ֤וֹר הַשָּֽׁ

א ודְ֣וֹר הלֵֹךְ֙ רֶץ בָּ֔ ם והְָאָ֖ ח עמָֹֽדֶת׃ לְעוֹלָ֥ מֶשׁ וזְָרַ֥ א הַשֶּׁ֖  וּבָ֣
מֶשׁ ל־מְקוֹמ֔וֹ הַשָּׁ֑ ף ואְֶ֨ חַֽ שׁוֹאֵ֛ ם׃ ה֖וּא זוֹרֵ֥  אֶל־דָּר֔וֹם שָֽׁ

ב ב ׀ סבֵֹב֙ אֶל־צָפ֑וֹן וסְוֹבֵ֖ ךְ סוֹבֵ֤ יו הָר֔וּחַ הוֹלֵ֣  ועְַל־סְבִיבתָֹ֖
ב ים כׇּל־הַנּחְָלִים֙ הָרֽוּחַ׃ שָׁ֥ ם הלְֹכִ֣ ם אֶל־הַיָּ֔ א אֵינֶ֣נּוּ והְַיָּ֖  מָלֵ֑

הַנּחְָלִים֙ אֶל־מְק֗וֹם ים שֶׁ֤ לְכִ֔ ֹֽ ם ה ם שָׁ֛ ים הֵ֥  לָלָֽכֶת׃ שָׁבִ֖
ים ים כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֣ ל יגְֵעִ֔ ישׁ לֹא־יוּכַ֥ ר אִ֖ ע לְדַבֵּ֑ יןִ֙ לֹא־תִשְׂבַּ֥  עַ֙

א לִרְא֔וֹת זֶן ולְֹא־תִמָּלֵ֥ ֹ֖ עַ׃ א ֹֽ הָיהָ֙ מִשְּׁמ ה ה֣וּא מַה־שֶּֽׁ  שֶׁיּהְִיֶ֔
ה ה ה֖וּא וּמַה־שֶּׁנַּעֲֽשָׂ֔ ין שֶׁיּעֵָשֶׂ֑ שׁ ואְֵ֥ חַת כׇּל־חָדָ֖ מֶשׁ׃ תַּ֥  הַשָּֽׁ

ר יֵ֥שׁ ר דָּבָ֛ ה שֶׁיּאֹמַ֥ שׁ רְאֵה־זֶ֖ ה כְּבָר֙ ה֑וּא חָדָ֣ ים הָיָ֣ לָמִ֔ ֹֽ  לְע
ר ה אֲשֶׁ֥ ין מִלְּפָנֵנֽוּ׃ הָיָ֖ ם לָרִאשׁנִֹ֑ים זִכְר֖וֹן אֵ֥ ים וגְַ֨  לָאַחֲרנִֹ֜

ה שֶׁיּהְִי֗וּ ם זִכָּר֔וֹן לָהֶם֙ לֹֽא־יהְִיֶ֤  לָאַחֲרנָֹהֽ׃ שֶׁיּהְִי֖וּ עִ֥

Utter futility!—said Kohelet—Utter futility! All is futile! 
What real value is there for humankind in all the gains 

they make beneath the sun? One generation goes, 
another comes, but the earth remains the same forever. 

The sun rises, and the sun sets—And glides back to 
where it rises. Southward blowing, turning northward, 
ever turning blows the wind; On its rounds the wind 
returns. All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is 

never full; to the place [from] which they flow the 
streams flow back again. All such things are 

wearisome: no one can ever state them; The eye never 
has enough of seeing, nor the ear enough of hearing. 
Only that shall happen that has happened, only that 

occur that has occurred; There is nothing new beneath 
the sun! Sometimes there is a phenomenon of which 
they say, “Look, this one is new!”—it occurred long 

since, in ages that went by before us. 
 

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 275 

…the most striking element in the book is that Kohelet the man…is…a doubter of wisdom’s clichés about God. 
There really doesn’t seem to him to be any great ordering hand in the world; taking the long view, life seems to this 

author to consist of a series of actions and opposite actions, so that everything cancels itself out… 
 

 
2.​ Job 

 

Job 21:7-22 

דּוּעַ ים מַ֭ תְק֗וּ יִחְֽי֑וּ רְשָׁעִ֣ בְרוּ עָ֝ ם חָֽילִ׃ גַּם־גָּ֥  נכָ֣וֹן זַרְעָ֤
ם ם לִפְניֵהֶ֣ ם עִמָּ֑ צֶאֱצָאֵיהֶ֗ ם לְעֵיניֵהֶֽם׃ וְ֝ חַד שָׁל֣וֹם בָּתֵּיהֶ֣  מִפָּ֑

בֶט ולְֹ֤א בַּר שׁוֹר֣וֹ עֲלֵיהֶֽם׃ אֱל֣וֹהַּ שֵׁ֖ ל ולְֹ֣א עִ֭ ט יגְַעִ֑  תְּפַלֵּ֥
רָת֗וֹ צּאֹן ישְַׁלְּח֣וּ תְשַׁכֵּלֽ׃ ולְֹ֣א פָּ֝ ם כַ֭ ם עֲויִלֵיהֶ֑ ילְַדֵיהֶ֗  ירְַקֵּדֽוּן׃ וְ֝
שְׂאוּ ף יִ֭ ֹ֣ ישְִׂמְח֗וּ וכְִנּ֑וֹר כְּת  בַטּ֣וֹב ]יכְַלּ֣וּ[ )יבלו( עוּגָבֽ׃ לְק֣וֹל וְ֝

ם גַע ימְֵיהֶ֑ אֵל ויַּאֹמְר֣וּ יחֵָֽתּוּ׃ שְׁא֣וֹל וּ֝בְרֶ֗ נּוּ ס֣וּר לָ֭ עַת מִמֶּ֑  ודְַ֥
יךָ רָכֶ֗ י חָפָֽצְנוּ׃ לֹ֣א דְּ֝ נּוּ מַה־שַּׁדַּ֥ יל כִּיֽ־נעַַבְדֶ֑ י וּמַה־נּ֝וֹעִ֗  כִּ֣

ן נפְִגַּע־בּֽוֹ׃ ם לֹ֣א הֵ֤ ם בְידָָ֣ ת טוּבָ֑ ים עֲצַ֥ שָׁעִ֗ חֲקָה רְ֝ נּיִ׃ רָ֣  מֶֽ

Why do the wicked live on, prosper, and grow wealthy? 
Their children are with them always, and they see their 

children’s children. Their homes are secure, without 
fear; They do not feel the rod of God. Their bull breeds 

and does not fail; Their cow calves and never 
miscarries; They let their infants run loose like sheep, 

And their children skip about. They sing to the music of 
hand-drum and lute, And revel to the tune of the pipe; 
They spend their days in happiness, And go down to 

Sheol in peace. They say to God, “Leave us alone, We 
do not want to learn Your ways; What is Shaddai that 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise notedprosper,and. 

 



 

ה  ים ׀כַּמָּ֤ עִ֤ ךְ נרֵ־רְשָׁ֘ א ידְִעָ֗ ֹ֣ ימוֹ ויְבָ ם עָלֵ֣ ים אֵידָ֑ בָלִ֗ ק חֲ֝  יחְַלֵּ֥
בֶן יִהְֽי֗וּ בְּאַפּֽוֹ׃ ץ לִפְניֵ־ר֑וּחַ כְּתֶ֥ ֹ֗ תּוּ וּ֝כְמ  אֱל֗וֹהַּ סוּפָֽה׃ גְּנבַַ֥

ם אוֹנ֑וֹ יצְִפּןֹ־לְבָנָ֥יו יו ישְַׁלֵּ֖ ו ירְִא֣וּ ויְדֵָֽע׃ אֵלָ֣ ת כִּיד֑וֹ עֵינָ֣  וּמֵחֲמַ֖
י י ישְִׁתֶּֽה׃ שַׁדַּ֣ יו בְּבֵית֣וֹ מַה־חֶפְצ֣וֹ כִּ֤ ר אַחֲרָ֑ יו וּמִסְפַּ֖  חֳדָשָׁ֣

ל חֻצָּֽצוּ׃ עַת הַלְאֵ֥ ה֗וּא ילְַמֶּד־דָּ֑ ים וְ֝  ישְִׁפּֽוֹט׃ רָמִ֥

we should render service? What will we gain by offering 
prayer?” Their happiness is not their own doing. (The 
thoughts of the wicked are beyond me!) How seldom 

does the lamp of the wicked fail, Does the calamity they 
deserve befall them, Are their lots apportioned in anger! 

Let them become like straw in the wind, Like chaff 
carried off by a storm. [You say,] “God is reserving his 
punishment for his children”; Let it be paid back to him 

that he may feel it, Let his eyes see his ruin, And let him 
drink the wrath of Shaddai! For what does he care 

about the fate of his family, When his number of months 
runs out? Can God be instructed in knowledge, The 

One who judges from such heights? 
 

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 272 

Modern readers sometimes mistake Job’s theological skepticism. He has no doubt about God’s existence…[in fact, 
he stresses] how much he feels God’s heavy presence breathing down on him. But it is the notion that  

God is fair that he can no longer abide. 

 
3.​ Joseph 

 

Bereishit 45:4-8 

אמֶר ֹ֨ ף ויַּ יו יוֹסֵ֧ י גְּשׁוּ־נָ֥א אֶל־אֶחָ֛ שׁוּ אֵלַ֖ אמֶר ויַּגִָּ֑ ֹ֗ ף אֲניִ֙ ויַּ  יוֹסֵ֣
ם ם אֲחִיכֶ֔ י אֲשֶׁר־מְכַרְתֶּ֥ ימְָה׃ אתִֹ֖ ה  מִצְרָֽ צְב֗וּ ׀ועְַתָּ֣  אַל־תֵּעָ֣

חַר֙ ם ואְַל־יִ֙ יניֵכֶ֔ ם בְּעֵ֣ י כִּיֽ־מְכַרְתֶּ֥ נּהָ אתִֹ֖ י הֵ֑ ה כִּ֣ חְיָ֔  לְמִֽ
ניִ ים שְׁלָחַ֥ יםִ כִּי־זֶ֛ה לִפְניֵכֶםֽ׃ אֱלֹהִ֖ ב שְׁנתַָ֥ רֶב הָרָעָ֖  בְּקֶ֣

רֶץ שׁ ועְוֹד֙ הָאָ֑ ים חָמֵ֣ ר שָׁנִ֔ ישׁ אֲשֶׁ֥ ניִ וקְָצִֽיר׃ אֵין־חָרִ֖  ויַּשְִׁלָחֵ֤
ם אֱלֹהִים֙ ם לָשׂ֥וּם לִפְניֵכֶ֔ ית לָכֶ֛ רֶץ שְׁאֵרִ֖ ם וּלְהַחֲי֣וֹת בָּאָ֑  לָכֶ֔

ה ה גְּדלָֹֽה׃ לִפְלֵיטָ֖ ם ועְַתָּ֗ ם לֹֽא־אַתֶּ֞ נּהָ אתִֹי֙ שְׁלַחְתֶּ֤ י הֵ֔  כִּ֖
ים נִיֽ הָאֱלֹהִ֑ ב ויַשְִׂימֵ֨ ה לְאָ֜ ֹ֗ ל לְכׇל־בֵּית֔וֹ וּלְאָדוֹן֙ לְפַרְע  וּמשֵֹׁ֖

רֶץ יםִ׃ בְּכׇל־אֶ֥  מִצְרָֽ

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come forward to 
me.” And when they came forward, he said, “I am your 
brother Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt. Now, do 
not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you 

sold me hither; it was to save life that God sent me 
ahead of you. It is now two years that there has been 

famine in the land, and there are still five years to come 
in which there shall be no yield from tilling. God has 

sent me ahead of you to ensure your survival on earth, 
and to save your lives in an extraordinary deliverance. 
So, it was not you who sent me here, but God—who 

has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of all his 
household, and ruler over the whole land of Egypt. 

 

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 140 

Would it be possible for someone to believe in God who doesn’t hear people’s prayers? It certainly would. One 
only has to look back at the story of Joseph to see a deity who is not prayed to (the hero, Joseph, never asks God 
for help, not even in the direst of straits). Instead, the God of this narrative is…the great long-range planner who 

has everything plotted out in advance. In such an arrangement, prayer by definition can have no role,  
since nothing can change what has already been decided. 

 
4.​ Is God Fair? 

 

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 270 

Both books [Kohelet and Job] take issue with the notion that God’s supreme control of reality guarantees that life is 
basically fair, that righteousness is rewarded and evildoing punished—and in doing so the authors disagree with 
the message repeatedly articulated in the story of Joseph in Genesis…Perhaps it is this oppositional stance that 

led the authors of Job and Kohelet to reflect on their own lives (only at a slight remove) as proof  
that wisdom’s ideology is false. 
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