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1. Kohelet
Kohelet 1:2-11
720 790 0'7an 720 n7ap My n't7an 7an Utter futility!—said Kohelet—Utter futility! All is futile!

TIT :WNYD NP Mauy yT732 DY, [N
NIT| :NTAY DYIVY7 YIRDI K2 1ITIR70
DINT™7% :DY NIQ NIT QRIY iNipn~7R1 Unyn
I'NA0~7Y1 NN 77N 200 2700 |i9y~7x 21i0)
N70 23N DD DIDT7N 07 DYMINT7Y I 2y
:M77 DQYW D) DY D970 DYNINY DI TIK
1V yaun=X? 1277 W' 217K7 D' 02T
NIN'Y NID NN WRYN TR XIDTNT) NikYY
WNYN NDR UTNT79 'K NYYY D NUYAYTIN
DM7YY NI Y22 XD YN ALK MKY AT UL
D'INNKY? DA DRWKTY [T 'K 11970 NI K
:NINNY 1Y DY |27 D7 NNUNT 4IY

What real value is there for humankind in all the gains
they make beneath the sun? One generation goes,
another comes, but the earth remains the same forever.
The sun rises, and the sun sets—And glides back to
where it rises. Southward blowing, turning northward,
ever turning blows the wind; On its rounds the wind
returns. All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is
never full; to the place [from] which they flow the
streams flow back again. All such things are
wearisome: no one can ever state them; The eye never
has enough of seeing, nor the ear enough of hearing.
Only that shall happen that has happened, only that
occur that has occurred; There is nothing new beneath
the sun! Sometimes there is a phenomenon of which
they say, “Look, this one is new!"—it occurred long
since, in ages that went by before us.

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 275

...the most striking element in the book is that Kohelet the man...is...a doubter of wisdom'’s clichés about God.
There really doesn’t seem to him to be any great ordering hand in the world; taking the long view, life seems to this
author to consist of a series of actions and opposite actions, so that everything cancels itself out...

2. Job

Job 21:7-22
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Why do the wicked live on, prosper, and grow wealthy?
Their children are with them always, and they see their
children’s children. Their homes are secure, without
fear; They do not feel the rod of God. Their bull breeds
and does not fail; Their cow calves and never
miscarries; They let their infants run loose like sheep,
And their children skip about. They sing to the music of
hand-drum and lute, And revel to the tune of the pipe;
They spend their days in happiness, And go down to
Sheol in peace. They say to God, “Leave us alone, We
do not want to learn Your ways; What is Shaddai that

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise notedprosper,and.
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we should render service? What will we gain by offering
prayer?” Their happiness is not their own doing. (The
thoughts of the wicked are beyond me!) How seldom
does the lamp of the wicked fail, Does the calamity they
deserve befall them, Are their lots apportioned in anger!
Let them become like straw in the wind, Like chaff
carried off by a storm. [You say,] “God is reserving his
punishment for his children”; Let it be paid back to him
that he may feel it, Let his eyes see his ruin, And let him
drink the wrath of Shaddai! For what does he care
about the fate of his family, When his number of months
runs out? Can God be instructed in knowledge, The
One who judges from such heights?

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 272

Modern readers sometimes mistake Job’s theological skepticism. He has no doubt about God’s existence...[in fact,
he stresses] how much he feels God’s heavy presence breathing down on him. But it is the notion that
God is fair that he can no longer abide.

3. Joseph

Bereishit 45:4-8
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Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come forward to
me.” And when they came forward, he said, “| am your
brother Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt. Now, do
not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you

sold me hither; it was to save life that God sent me
ahead of you. It is now two years that there has been
famine in the land, and there are still five years to come

in which there shall be no yield from tilling. God has
sent me ahead of you to ensure your survival on earth,
and to save your lives in an extraordinary deliverance.

So, it was not you who sent me here, but God—who

has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of all his
household, and ruler over the whole land of Egypt.

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 140

Would it be possible for someone to believe in God who doesn’t hear people’s prayers? It certainly would. One
only has to look back at the story of Joseph to see a deity who is not prayed to (the hero, Joseph, never asks God

for help, not even in the direst of straits). Instead, the God of this narrative is..

.the great long-range planner who

has everything plotted out in advance. In such an arrangement, prayer by definition can have no role,
since nothing can change what has already been decided.

4. Is God Fair?

James Kugel, The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 270

Both books [Kohelet and Job] take issue with the notion that God’s supreme control of reality guarantees that life is
basically fair, that righteousness is rewarded and evildoing punished—and in doing so the authors disagree with
the message repeatedly articulated in the story of Joseph in Genesis...Perhaps it is this oppositional stance that

led the authors of Job and Kohelet to reflect on their own lives (only at a slight remove) as proof
that wisdom’s ideology is false.
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