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Bemidbar 13:27-28
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This is what they told him: “We came to the land you
sent us to; it does indeed flow with milk and honey, and
this is its fruit. However, the people who inhabit the
country are powerful, and the cities are fortified and
very large; moreover, we saw the Anakites there.

1. The Lines Between Fact and “Fiction”

Midrash Bemidbar Rabbah 16:17

1IN N7 411901 ,[NDNR X YN XN D'
72 ,(N2 1D ,A* 712TNA) DY TV D 09X '1A1 YIND X
N2i0A 'NNID VAN [1Y7 9010 7Y 27T
Y2 MY

“They went and came to Moses, and to Aaron.... They
related to him, and said: We came to the land...[and
indeed it is flowing with milk and honey and this is its

fruit]. But the people that dwell in the Land are powerful”
(Numbers 13:26-28). This is the way of those who
relate slander; they begin with something positive and
conclude with the negative.

Bavli Sotah 35a
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The Torah states: “And they told him, and said: We
came to the land to which you sent us, and it also flows
with milk and honey” (Numbers 13:27), and then it is
written: “However, the people that dwell in the land
are fierce” (Numbers 13:28). Why did the spies praise
the land and then slander it? Rabbi Yohanan says
three statements in the name of Rabbi Meir,
represented by the mnemonic device: Truth, alone,
borrowing. The first statement answers this question:
Any slander that does not begin with a truthful
statement ultimately does not stand, i.e., it is not
accepted by others.

Rashi on Bavli Sotah 35a
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"It does not endure" — because the listeners regard
such people as liars. Therefore, one first says
something true so that they will be believed. And the
spies, too, for this reason began by
praising the land first.

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




Ramban on Bemidbar 13:27
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And surely it flows with milk and honey: Since
Moses had commanded them to see what the Land is,
whether it is fat or lean the spies reported to him that it
is fat, and surely it floweth with milk and honey. And in
answer to his question whether there are trees therein
or not they reported to him, and this is its fruit for so he
had commanded them, to show it to him. Now in all this

they said the truth, and gave a report about those
matters which they had been commanded [to find out],
therefore they should [indeed] have said [as in fact they
did] that the people that dwell in the Land are fierce and
the cities are fortified; for it was their duty to bring back
words of truth to them that sent them, and Moses had

commanded them [to see] whether they are strong or
weak, [and what cities they are that they dwell in],
whether in camps, or in strongholds.
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But the wickedness of the spies consisted in saying the
word ephes [“nevertheless” — ‘Nevertheless’ the
people that dwell in the Land are fierce], which signifies
something negative and beyond human capability,
something impossible of achievement, under any
circumstances, similar to the expressions: ‘Ha’aphes’
lanetzach chasdo (Is His mercy ‘clean gone’ for ever?);
and there is none else; ‘ephes’ (there is no other) God.
Thus the spies told Moses that the Land is fertile and
surely it floweth with milk and honey and the fruits are
good, but it is impossible to fight against the people
because they are fierce, and the cities are fortified, and
very great; and moreover we saw the
children of Anak there.

Or Ha-Hayyim on Bemidbar 13:27
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17 noo'1, "And they told him, etc. — to be precise, to
say to him, that the statement was made specifically
to him alone, but the statement was not only to
Moses alone; rather, it was to the entire assembly of
those who were listening. And he said it, and they
said it, but he did not say it to him."

2. Big Rock Sugarcandy Mountain

George Orwell, Animal Farm

‘Up there, comrades,” he would say solemnly, pointing to the sky with his large beak—' up there, just on the other
side of that dark cloud that you can see—there it lies, Sugarcandy Mountain, that happy country where we poor
animals shall rest for ever from our labors!” He even claimed to have been there on one of his higher flights, and to
have seen the everlasting fields of clover and the linseed cake and lump sugar growing on the hedges. Many of
the animals believed him. Their lives now, they reasoned, were hungry and laborious; was it not right and just that
a better world should exist somewhere else? One thing that was difficult to determine was the pigs' attitude
towards Moses. They all declared contemptuously that his stories about Sugarcandy Mountain were lies, and yet
they allowed him to remain on the farm, not working, with an allowance of a gill of beer a day.
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