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Vayikra 26:11
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| will establish My abode in your midst,
and | will not spurn you.

Vayikra 18:25
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You shall keep My charge not to engage in any of the
abhorrent practices that were carried on before you,
and you shall not defile yourselves through them: |, the
ETERNAL am your God.

1. Defiling the Land

Ramban on Vayikra 26:11

0'01 DY 9"VX DDA NidIAN 2 NT2 DYVD|
T'N'7 479X DNIL(X T N'WUKRI) 'MW UKD
72 MY T'ONN YIRD N WK 1D, TV
NRYNL NN M 7RD AN IR D Din
nNidNAN 17X 72X .N2i0a 1M X1 7idwinl
72 Mi'A |01 ,0Y2 NiY77) [ NNTD NY192Y
I3 T'I DT ' .0'7TX D7) 1Y

The reason for this [division of the blessings into two
sections] is that [all] the blessings [mentioned in the
Torah], although they are miraculous, are hidden
miracles of which the whole Torah is full, as | have
explained. They apply even to an individual who serves
[Him], for when there is a pious man who keeps all the
commandments of his God, the Eternal God will guard
him from sickness, barrenness, and bereavement, and
he will live out his days in goodness. But these
blessings which are stated in this section are general
ones applying to the people [as a whole], and they [take
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through your Land.
Ramban on Vayikra 18:25
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And the land was defiled, therefore did | visit the
inquiry upon it, and the land vomited out her
inhabitants. Scripture was very strict in forbidding
these sexual relationships on account of the Land which
becomes defiled by them, and which in turn will vomit
out the people that do [these abominations]. Now
forbidden sexual relationships are matters affecting
personal conduct, and do not depend on the Land, [so

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted,,.
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why should the Land be affected by these personal
immoral acts]? But the secret of the matter is in the
verse which states, When the Most High gave to the
nations their inheritance, when He separated the
children of men, He set the borders of the people, etc.
For the portion of the Eternal is His people etc. The
meaning thereof is as follows: The Glorious Name
created everything and He placed the power of the
lower creatures in the higher beings, giving over each
and every nation in their lands, after their nations some
known star or constellation, as is known by means of
astrological speculation. It is with reference to this that it
is said, which the Eternal thy God hath allotted unto all
the people, for He allotted to all nations constellations in
the heavens, and higher above them are the angels of
the Supreme One whom He placed as
lords over them...
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Now the Glorious Name is God of gods, and Lord of
lords over the whole world. But the Land of Israel, which
is in the middle of the inhabited earth, is the inheritance

of the Eternal designated to His Name. He has placed
none of the angels as chief, observer, or ruler over it,
since He gave it as a heritage to His people who
declare the Unity of His Name, the seed of His beloved
ones [i.e., the patriarchs]...
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“But if you merit to understand the first ‘earth’
mentioned in the verse in the Book of Genesis, and the
one mentioned in the section ‘If you follow My statutes’
(Book of Leviticus 26:42), you will know a profound and
hidden secret. And you will understand what our Rabbis

said (Midrash Tanchuma, Vayakhel 7): ‘The Temple
above is aligned corresponding to the Temple below.’
And | have already alluded to this in the verse, ‘For the
earth is Mine’ (Book of Exodus 19:5)”...

2. A Land of Hidden Miracles

Moshe Halbertal, Nahmanides: Law & Mysticism, 161-163

The providential governance of the hidden miracles does not grace only those mystics liberated from zodiacal
domination, but also the entire geographical expanse of the land of Israel...Nahmanides claims that the land of
Israel can exist in a perpetual state of hidden miracles...

Both the pious individual and the collective in the land of Israel are liberated from accidents by virtue of their
connection to Shekhinah. The individual breaks free of the domain of blind, inert Nature by actively cleaving to
Shekhinah. As for the collective in the land of Israel, the land itself, owing to the direct link to Shekhinah, is a
geographic region whose borders mark the sovereignty of natural causality ends...

The direct connection to Shekhinah, and the indirect one to the higher sefirot through the Shekhinah, marks off the
land of Israel as a literally supernatural space in which the zodiac holds no sway, where inert Nature ceases
operating. Within the borders of the land of Israel Shekhinah acts through hidden miracles.

Wendell Berry, “2017, X,” Sabbath Poems

The world thrives as God's gift within gratitude.
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