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Vayikra 26:11 

י י ונְתַָתִּ֥ ם מִשְׁכָּנִ֖ ל בְּתוֹכְכֶ֑ י ולְֹֽא־תִגְעַ֥   ,I will establish My abode in your midst אֶתְכֶֽם׃ נפְַשִׁ֖
and I will not spurn you. 

 

 

Vayikra 18:25 

ם י וּשְׁמַרְתֶּ֣ י אֶת־מִשְׁמַרְתִּ֗  מֵחֻקּ֤וֹת עֲשׂ֜וֹת לְבִלְתִּ֨
ר הַתּֽוֹעֵבתֹ֙ ם נעֲַשׂ֣וּ אֲשֶׁ֣ טַּמְּא֖וּ ולְֹ֥א לִפְניֵכֶ֔ ם תִֽ י בָּהֶ֑  אֲנִ֖

 }פ{ אֱלֹהֵיכֶֽם׃ יהְוָֹ֥ה

You shall keep My charge not to engage in any of the 
abhorrent practices that were carried on before you, 

and you shall not defile yourselves through them: I, the 
ETERNAL am your God. 

 
1.​ Defiling the Land 

 

Ramban on Vayikra 26:11 

 נסִִּים שֶׁהֵם אע"פ הָהֵם הַבְּרָכוֹת כִּי בָּזֶה והְַטַּעַם
 מֵהֶם מְלֵאָה הַתּוֹרָה שֶׁכָּל הַנּסְִתָּרִים הַנּסִִּים מִן הֵם

 לְיחִָיד אֲפִלּוּ והְֵם א(, יז )בראשית פֵּרַשְׁתִּי כַּאֲשֶׁר
 כָּל שׁוֹמֵר הֶחָסִיד הָאִישׁ יהְִיהֶ כַּאֲשֶׁר כִּי הָעוֹבֵד,

 והְָעֲקָרוּת הַחלִֹי מִן הָאֵל ישְִׁמְרֵהוּ אֱלֹהָיו, ה' מִצְוֹת
 הַבְּרָכוֹת אֵלּוּ אֲבָל בְּטוֹבָה. ימָָיו ויִמַלֵּא והְַשְּׁכוֹל

 כָּל בִּהְיוֹת והְֵן בָּעָם, כְּלָלִיּוֹת הֵן הַזּאֹת שֶׁבַּפָּרָשָׁה
 בְּכָאן תָּמִיד יזְַכִּיר וּלְכָךְ צַדִּיקִים. כֻּלָּם עַמֵּנוּ

 לָבֶטַח "ויִשַׁבְתֶּם פִּרְיהָּ" הָאָרֶץ "ונְתְָנהָ "הָאָרֶץ",
 "וחְֶרֶב הָאָרֶץ" "מִן בָּאָרֶץ" שָׁלוֹם "ונְתַָתִּי בְּאַרְצְכֶם"

 בְּאַרְצְכֶם". תַעֲברֹ לֹא

The reason for this [division of the blessings into two 
sections] is that [all] the blessings [mentioned in the 

Torah], although they are miraculous, are hidden 
miracles of which the whole Torah is full, as I have 

explained. They apply even to an individual who serves 
[Him], for when there is a pious man who keeps all the 
commandments of his God, the Eternal God will guard 
him from sickness, barrenness, and bereavement, and 

he will live out his days in goodness. But these 
blessings which are stated in this section are general 

ones applying to the people [as a whole], and they [take 
effect] when the whole of our people shall all be 

righteous. Therefore, He mentions here always the 
Land: and the Land shall yield; in your Land safely; 
peace in the Land; out of the Land; it shall not go 

through your Land. 
 

Ramban on Vayikra 18:25 

 הָאָרֶץ ותַָּקִא עָלֶיהָ עֲוֹנָהּ ואֶָפְקדֹ הָאָרֶץ ותִַּטְמָא
 שֶׁתִּטְמָא הָאָרֶץ בַּעֲבוּר בָּעֲרָיוֹת, הַכָּתוּב הֶחְמִיר

 חוֹבַת הָעֲרָיוֹת והְִנּהֵ הָעוֹשׂוֹת. הַנּפְָשׁוֹת ותְָקִיא בָּהֶן
 בַּכָּתוּב הַדָּבָר סוֹד אֲבָל בָּאָרֶץ, תְּלוּיוֹת ואְֵינןָ הַגּוּף

 גּוֹיםִ עֶלְיוֹן "בְּהַנחְֵל ט( ח לב )דברים שֶׁאָמַר
 ה' חֵלֶק כִּי וגְוֹ' עַמִּים גְּבֻלֹת יצֵַּב אָדָם בְּניֵ בְּהַפְרִידוֹ

And the land was defiled, therefore did I visit the 
inquiry upon it, and the land vomited out her 

inhabitants. Scripture was very strict in forbidding 
these sexual relationships on account of the Land which 

becomes defiled by them, and which in turn will vomit 
out the people that do [these abominations]. Now 

forbidden sexual relationships are matters affecting 
personal conduct, and do not depend on the Land, [so 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted,,. 

 



 

 ושְָׂם הַכּלֹ, בָּרָא הַנּכְִבָּד הַשֵּׁם כִּי והְָעִניְןָ וגְוֹ'. עַמּוֹ"
 ועְַם עַם כָּל עַל ונְתַָן בָּעֶלְיוֹניִם, הַתַּחְתּוֹניִם כּחַֹ

 נוֹדַע כַּאֲשֶׁר ידָוּעַ, וּמַזָּל כּוֹכָב לְגוֹייֵהֶם בְּאַרְצתָֹם
 "אֲשֶׁר יט( ד )דברים שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר וזְֶהוּ בָּאִצְטַגְניִנוּת.

 לְכֻלָּם חִלֵּק כִּי הָעַמִּים", לְכלֹ אתָֹם אֱלֹהֶיךָ ה' חָלַק
 נתְָנםָ עֶלְיוֹן מַלְאֲכֵי עֲלֵיהֶם וּגְבוֹהִים בַּשָּׁמַיםִ, מַזָּלוֹת

  עֲלֵיהֶם, שָׂרִים לִהְיוֹתָם
 
 
 

 

why should the Land be affected by these personal 
immoral acts]? But the secret of the matter is in the 
verse which states, When the Most High gave to the 

nations their inheritance, when He separated the 
children of men, He set the borders of the people, etc. 

For the portion of the Eternal is His people etc. The 
meaning thereof is as follows: The Glorious Name 
created everything and He placed the power of the 

lower creatures in the higher beings, giving over each 
and every nation in their lands, after their nations some 
known star or constellation, as is known by means of 

astrological speculation. It is with reference to this that it 
is said, which the Eternal thy God hath allotted unto all 

the people, for He allotted to all nations constellations in 
the heavens, and higher above them are the angels of 

the Supreme One whom He placed as  
lords over them… 

 ואֲַדנֹיֵ הָאֱלֹהִים אֱלֹהֵי הוּא הַנּכְִבָּד הַשֵּׁם והְִנּהֵ
 אֶמְצָעוּת ישְִׂרָאֵל, אֶרֶץ אֲבָל הָעוֹלָם, לְכָל הָאֲדנֹיִם
 עָלֶיהָ נתַָן לֹא לִשְׁמוֹ, מְיחֶֻדֶת ה' נחֲַלַת הִיא הַיּשִּׁוּב,

 אוֹתָהּ בְּהַנחְִילוֹ וּמוֹשֵׁל שׁוֹטֵר קָצִין הַמַּלְאָכִים מִן
  אוֹהֲבָיו… זֶרַע שְׁמוֹ הַמְּיחֵַד לְעַמּוֹ

Now the Glorious Name is God of gods, and Lord of 
lords over the whole world. But the Land of Israel, which 
is in the middle of the inhabited earth, is the inheritance 
of the Eternal designated to His Name. He has placed 
none of the angels as chief, observer, or ruler over it, 

since He gave it as a heritage to His people who 
declare the Unity of His Name, the seed of His beloved 

ones [i.e., the patriarchs]...  

 הַנּזְִכֶּרֶת הָרִאשׁוֹנהָ הָאָרֶץ לְהָבִין תִּזְכֶּה אִם אֲבָל
 בְּחֻקּוֹתַי, אִם בְּפָרָשַׁת והְַנּזְִכֶּרֶת בְּרֵאשִׁית, בְּפָסוּק
 מַה ותְָבִין ונְעְֶלָם, נשְִׂגָּב סוֹד תֵּדַע כ"ו:מ"ב( )ויקרא

 הַמִּקְדָּשׁ בֵּית ז(, ויקהל )תנחומא רַבּוֹתֵינוּ שֶׁאָמְרוּ
 וּכְבָר מַטָּה. שֶׁל הַמִּקְדָשׁ בֵּית כְּנגֶֶד מְכֻוָּן מַעְלָה שֶׁל

 ה(... יט )שמות הָאָרֶץ" לִי "כִּי בַּפָּסוּק לְךָ רָמַזְתִּי

“But if you merit to understand the first ‘earth’ 
mentioned in the verse in the Book of Genesis, and the 
one mentioned in the section ‘If you follow My statutes’ 
(Book of Leviticus 26:42), you will know a profound and 
hidden secret. And you will understand what our Rabbis 

said (Midrash Tanchuma, Vayakhel 7): ‘The Temple 
above is aligned corresponding to the Temple below.’ 

And I have already alluded to this in the verse, ‘For the 
earth is Mine’ (Book of Exodus 19:5)”... 

 
2.​ A Land of Hidden Miracles 

 

 

Moshe Halbertal, Nahmanides: Law & Mysticism, 161-163 

The providential governance of the hidden miracles does not grace only those mystics liberated from zodiacal 
domination, but also the entire geographical expanse of the land of Israel…Nahmanides claims that the land of 

Israel can exist in a perpetual state of hidden miracles… 

Both the pious individual and the collective in the land of Israel are liberated from accidents by virtue of their 
connection to Shekhinah. The individual breaks free of the domain of blind, inert Nature by actively cleaving to 
Shekhinah. As for the collective in the land of Israel, the land itself, owing to the direct link to Shekhinah, is a 

geographic region whose borders mark the sovereignty of natural causality ends… 

The direct connection to Shekhinah, and the indirect one to the higher sefirot through the Shekhinah, marks off the 
land of Israel as a literally supernatural space in which the zodiac holds no sway, where inert Nature ceases 

operating. Within the borders of the land of Israel Shekhinah acts through hidden miracles. 
 

Wendell Berry, “2017, X,” Sabbath Poems 

The world thrives as God's gift within gratitude. 
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