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Vayikra 16:33 

ר הַזֶּ֛ה כִּֽי־בַיּ֥וֹם ם יכְַפֵּ֥ ר עֲלֵיכֶ֖ ם לְטַהֵ֣  מִכּלֹ֙ אֶתְכֶ֑
ם אתֵיכֶ֔ ֹ֣ ה לִפְנֵ֥י חַטּ שׁ תִּטְהָֽרוּ…וכְִפֶּר֙ יהְוָֹ֖  אֶת־מִקְדַּ֣

דֶשׁ ֹ֔ הֶל הַקּ ֹ֧ ד ואְֶת־א חַ מוֹעֵ֛ ר ואְֶת־הַמִּזְבֵּ֖ ל יכְַפֵּ֑  ועְַ֧
ם הַכּהֲֹנִ֛ים ל ועְַל־כׇּל־עַ֥  יכְַפֵּֽר׃ הַקָּהָ֖

For on this day atonement shall be made for you to 
purify you of all your sins; you shall be pure before 

GOD…He shall purge the innermost Shrine; he shall 
purge the Tent of Meeting and the altar; and he shall 

make expiation for the priests and for all the people of 
the congregation. 

 

 
1.​ God Getting Dirty 

 

Bavli Menahot 27b 

ה אָמַר ר רַבָּ א, בַּ ר קְרָא: אָמַר עוּלָּ שׁ אֶת ״וכְִפֶּ  מִקְדַּ
קֹּדֶשׁ״ שׁ מְקוֹם – הַ  לַקּוֹדֶשׁ. הַמְקוּדָּ

Rabba bar Ulla said in response: The verse states 
with regard to the Yom Kippur service: “And he shall 
make atonement for the most holy place [mikdash 
hakodesh]” (Leviticus 16:33), which is interpreted as 
follows: He will sprinkle the blood to make atonement 

not specifically on the Ark [hakodesh], but even on the 
place that is dedicated [hamkudash] for the  

Ark [lakodesh]. 
 

Midrash Shemot Rabbah 15:5 

 שֶׁנּגְִלָה ישְִׂרָאֵל שֶׁל חִבָּתָן גְּדוֹלָה שִׁמְעוֹן, רַבִּי אָמַר
 וּבִמְקוֹם כּוֹכָבִים עֲבוֹדַת בִּמְקוֹם הוּא בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ
 לְכהֵֹן מָשָׁל לְגָאֳלָן, בִּשְׁבִיל טֻמְאָה וּבִמְקוֹם טִנּפֶֹת
 אֶעֱשֶׂה, מָה אוֹמֵר הַקְּבָרוֹת, לְבֵית תְּרוּמָתוֹ שֶׁנּפְָלָה
 אִי תְּרוּמָתִי וּלְהָניִחַ אֶפְשָׁר, אִי עַצְמִי אֶת לְטַמֵּא
 וחְוֹזֵר אַחַת פַּעַם עַצְמִי אֶת לְטַמֵא לִי מוּטָב אֶפְשָׁר,

 הָיוּ אֲבוֹתֵינוּ כָּךְ תְּרוּמָתִי. אֶת אֲאַבֵּד ולְֹא וּמִטַּהֵר,
 ב, )ירמיה שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר הוּא, בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ שֶׁל תְרוּמָתוֹ

 שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר הַקְּבָרוֹת, בֵּין הָיוּ וגו', לַה' ישְִׂרָאֵל קדֶֹשׁ ג(:
 ואְוֹמֵר מֵת, שָׁם אֵין אֲשֶׁר בַּיתִ אֵין כִּי ל(: יב, )שמות

 הַקָּדוֹשׁ אָמַר מְקַבְּרִים, וּמִצְרַיםִ ד(: לג, )במדבר
 אֶפְשָׁר, אִי לְהַנּיִחָן גּוֹאֲלָן, אֲניִ הֵיאַךְ הוּא בָּרוּךְ
 ואֵָרֵד ח(: ג, )שמות שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר וּלְהַצִּילָן, לֵירֵד מוּטָב

 וטְִהֵר לְאַהֲרןֹ קָרָא כְּשֶׁהוֹצִיא מִצְרַיםִ, מִיּדַ לְהַצִּילוֹ

Rabbi Shimon said: Great is the love for Israel, as the 
Holy One blessed be He revealed Himself in a place of 

idol worship [Egypt], a place of filth, and a place of 
impurity in order to redeem them. This is analogous to a 
priest whose teruma fell into a cemetery. He says: What 

shall I do? To impurify myself is impossible, and to 
leave my teruma there is impossible. It is preferable that 
I render myself impure one time and then purify myself, 
and [thus] I will not lose my teruma. So, our ancestors 

were the teruma of the Holy One blessed be He, as it is 
stated: “Israel is holy to the Lord, [the first of His crop]” 
(Jeremiah 2:3). They were among the graves, as it is 
stated: “As there was no house in which there were 
none dead” (Exodus 12:30), and it says: “And Egypt 

was burying [those whom the Lord had smote]” 
(Numbers 33:4). The Holy One blessed be He said: 

How do I redeem them? To leave them there is 
impossible. It is preferable to come down and redeem 
them, as it is stated: “I came down to deliver them from 
the hand of Egypt” (Exodus 3:8). When He took them 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

 מִקְדַּשׁ אֶת וכְִפֶּר לג(: טז, )ויקרא שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר אוֹתוֹ,
 הַקּדֶֹשׁ. עַל וכְִפֶּר טז(: טז, )ויקרא הַקּדֶֹשׁ,

out, He summoned Aaron, and he purified Him, as it is 
stated: “He shall atone for the Holy of Holies [mikdash 
hakodesh]” (Leviticus 16:33), “He shall atone for the 

Sanctuary [hakodesh]” (Leviticus 16:16). 

 
2.​ Purge and Purify 

 

Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 10:1 

אַל י שָׁ י אֶת חָרָשׁ בֶּן מַתְיהָ רִבִּ  עֲזַרְיהָ בֶּן אֶלְעָזָר רִבִּ
יבָה ישִׁ ה לוֹ. אָמַר בִּ עָה שָׁמַעְתָּ רָה חֲלוּקֵי אַרְבָּ  כַפָּ

י שֶׁהָיהָ מָעֵאל רִבִּ ה לוֹ. אָמַר דּוֹרֵשׁ. ישְׁ לֹשָׁ  חוּץ הֵן שְׁ
שׁוּבָה. מִן ניִם שׁוּבוּ אוֹמֵר אֶחָד כָּתוּב הַתְּ  שׁוֹבָבִים בָּ

א  הַזֶּה בַיּוֹם כִּי אוֹמֵר אַחֵר וכְָתוּב מְשׁוּבוֹתֵיכֶם. אֶרְפָּ
 אוֹמֵר אַחֵר וכְָתוּב וגו׳. אֶתְכֶם לְטַהֵר עֲלֵיכֶם יכְַפֵּר

י  אַחֵר וכְָתוּב עֲוֹנםָ. וּבִנגְָעִים פִּשְׁעָם בְשֵׁבֶט וּפָקַדְתִּ
ר אִם אוֹמֵר  וגו׳. תְּמוּתוּן עַד לָכֶם הַזֶּה הֶעָוֹן יכְוּפַּ

ב עֲשֵׂה מִצְותַ עַל הָעוֹבֵר כֵּיצַד.  זָז אֵינוֹ מִיּדָ ושָׁ
קוֹמוֹ דוֹשׁ לוֹ שֶׁיִּמְחוֹל עַד מִמְּ רוּךְ הַקָּ  ועְָלָיו הוּא. בָּ

ניִם שׁוּבוּ אוֹמֵר הוּא א שׁוֹבָבִים בָּ  מְשׁוּבוֹתֵיכֶם. אֶרְפָּ
לֹא מִצְותַ עַל הָעוֹבֵר שׁוּבָה תַעֲשֶׂה בְּ  ויְוֹם תוֹלָה הַתְּ

 הַזֶּה בַיּוֹם כִּי אוֹמֵר הוּא ועְָלָיו מְכַפֵּר. הַכִּיפּוּרִים
ית וּמִיתוֹת הַכְּרִיתוֹת עַל הָעוֹבֵר וגו׳. עֲלֵיכֶם יכְַפֵּר  בֵּ

ין מֵזִיד דִּ שׁוּבָה בְּ רִין הַכִּיפּוּרִים ויְוֹם הַתְּ  מֶחֱצָה מְכַפְּ
רִין והְַיִּיסּוּרִין י אוֹמֵר הוּא ועְָלָיו מֶחֱצָה. מְכַפְּ  וּפָקַדְתִּ

עָם בְשֵׁבֶט ל מִי אֲבָל וגו׳. פִּשְׁ מַיםִ שֵׁם בּוֹ שֶׁנִּתְחַלֵּ  שָׁ
כֹּחַ אֵין שׁוּבָה  תְּ  לְכַפֵּר הַכִּיפּוּרִים יּוֹם ולְֹא לִתְלוֹת בַּ
שׁוּבָה אֶלָּא לְמָרֵק. הַיִּיסּוּרִין ולְֹא  הַכִּיפּוּרִים ויְוֹם הַתְּ

רִין לִישׁ מְכַפְּ לִישׁ ויְיִסּוּרִין שְׁ  מְמָרֶקֶת וּמִיתָה שְׁ
ר אִם אוֹמֵר הוּא ועְָלָיו שְׁלִישׁ.  לָכֶם הַזֶּה הֶעָוֹן יכְוּפַּ
יתָה לָמַדְנוּ הָא תְּמוּתוּן. עַד  מְמָרֶקֶת. שֶׁהַמִּ

Rebbi Matthew ben Ḥarash asked Rebbi Eleazar ben 
Azariah in the Academy. He told him, "Did you hear the 
four types of Atonement that Rebbi Ismael explained?" 

He answered him, there are three in addition to 
repentance. One verse says, return, naughty children, I 
shall heal your waywardness. But another verse says, 
for on that day, He shall pardon you, to cleanse you. 

And another verse says, I shall visit their crime with the 
rod, and their iniquity with plagues. And another verse 
says, the iniquity of this people shall not be atoned for 

until you die. How is this? If somebody violates a 
positive commandment and repents, immediately 

before he moves from there the Holy One, praise to 
Him, would forgive him. About this one it says, return, 

naughty children, I shall heal your waywardness. If one 
transgresses a prohibition, repentance suspends 

judgment, and the Day of Atonement pardons. About 
this one it says, for on that day, He shall pardon you, 
etc. If one intentionally transgressed [sins punishable 

by] extirpations or death penalties, repentance and the 
Day of Atonement pardon half, and sufferings pardon 
half. About this one it says, I shall visit their crime with 
the rod, etc. But by whom the Name of Heaven was 

desecrated, there is no power in repentance to suspend 
judgment, nor in the Day of Atonement to pardon, nor in 

sufferings to scour; but repentance and the Day of 
Atonement pardon a third, and suffering a third, and 

death scours a third. About this one it says, the iniquity 
of this people shall not be atoned for until you die. From 

this we learn that death scours. 
 
 

Jacob Milgrom, “Israel’s Sanctuary: The Priestly ‘Picture of Dorian Gray’” (1976), 397-399 

This is one of the major contributions of the priestly theology: man is demonized. True, man falls short of being a 
demon, but he is capable of the demonic. He alone is the cause of the world’s ills. He alone can contaminate the 

sanctuary and force God out…On the analogy of Oscar Wilde’s novel, the priestly writers would claim: sin may not 
leave its mark on the face of the sinner, but it is certain to mark the face of the sanctuary, and unless it is quickly 

expunged, God’s presence will depart…Only man can evict God from his earthly abode and destroy himself. 
 

Amy-Jill Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler, The Bible With and Without Jesus, 232 

…in other words, the chata’t cleanses not only the sinner but the impurities that various sins created, impurities 
that now reside at the sanctuary, the tent of meeting, and the altar…Milgrom also coined the brilliant term “ritual 
detergent” to explain the function of the sacrificial blood of the chata’t. Just as real detergent cleanses dirt from 

clothes, so blood- properly applied–cleanses (or purges) sin from the sanctuary. 
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