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Shir HaShirim 7:9
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| say: Let me climb the palm, let me take hold of its
branches; let your breasts be like clusters of grapes,
your breath like the fragrance of apples,

1. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah

Daniel 3:24-26

NIy N702anna Dl Am K'Y TH) TN

N3'RY NN7A 132 K7D 0ivATT7 K
NQ'¥! NI |IAKRI 1Y "9 KMIKIAY
NY2IX 22 NI NINTRD N MY XA

AN IR TN 7201 KRR D700 1Y
I"TN2 7YY DT [RYY] (kwa) T

N NIY RATR! N AR VINYT 1¥17212) 1)y

(R™7V) RDINT DITAY 1337 TV Y NTY
AY'N ATY |79 "IN iNNL 179 [NXY]
TN NI i) Tl

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and, rising
in haste, addressed his companions, saying, “Did we
not throw three men, bound, into the fire?” They spoke
in reply, “Surely, O king.” He answered, “But | see four
figures walking about unbound and unharmed in the
fire, and the fourth looks like a divine being.”
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the hatch of the
burning fiery furnace and called, “Shadrach, Meshach,
Abed-nego, servants of the Most High God, come out!”
So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego
came out of the fire.

Bavli Sanhedrin 93a
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Rabbi Tanhum bar Hanilai says: At the moment that
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah emerged from the
fiery furnace, all the nations of the world came and
struck the enemies of Israel, a euphemism for the
Jewish people, in the face and said to them: You
have a God with capabilities like that and you bow to
the graven image? Immediately, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah began and said: “Lord, righteousness is
Yours, but we are shamefaced, as of
this day” (Daniel 9:7).
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani says that Rabbi Yonatan
says on a similar note: What is the meaning of that
which is written: “l said: | will climb into the palm
tree; | will grasp its boughs” (Song of Songs 7:9)? “I
said: | will climb into the palm tree”; this is a
reference to the Jewish people. And now that | have
tested them by means of the decrees of

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




Nebuchadnezzar, | have succeeded in grasping in My
hand only the one bough of Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah, as only they were willing to give their lives.

Bavli Sukkah 45b
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Rabbi Levi says: [the Jewish People are] like them to
a date palm. Just as the date palm has only one
heart, so too, the Jewish people have only one

heart directed toward their Father in Heaven.

2. Haroset

Midrash Bemidbar Rabbah 3:1
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Just as this palm tree produces juicy, nikolaos, and
unripe dates, and produces thorns, so are Israel: there
are Torah personalities among them, there are plain
citizens among them, and there are ignoramuses.

Kitzur Shulkhan Arukh 118:4
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The charoses must have a thick consistency to recall
the mortar from which our forefathers had to make
bricks. When you are ready to dip the maror into it, you
should add a little wine or vinegar to make it soft to
represent the blood, and for the additional reason that it
should become fit to dip something into it. The charoses
should be made from fruits that symbolize the Jewish
people; for example: figs, for it is said, "The fig tree has
produced its green figs," (Song of Songs 2:13); nuts,
because it is said, "l went down to the garden of nuts"
(ibid. 6:11); dates, because it is said, "l will ascend the
palm tree" (ibid. 7:9); pomegranates, because it is said,
"Like a slice of pomegranate" (ibid. 6:7); apples, to
commemorate what is written, "Beneath the apple tree |
aroused you," (ibid. 8:5) where the women gave birth to
their children without pain; and almonds, (shekeidim,
singular shakeid), because the Holy One, blessed is
He, watched diligently (shakad) to end our bondage.
You should put spices in it, that look like straw, such as
cinnamon and ginger, that are not finely ground, and
have straw-like strands in them, to recall the straw, the
Jews used to knead into the mortar.

3. Imagined Community

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, page 6

| propose the following definition of the nation: it is an imagined political community, and imagined as both
inherently limited and sovereign. It is imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never know
most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their
communion.... Communities are to be distinguished, not by their falsity/genuineness, but by the style in which they
are imagined.... Finally, [the nation] is imagined as a community, because, regardless of the actual inequality and
exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship.
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