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Vayikra 1:1
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[GOD] called to Moses and spoke to him from the
Tent of Meeting, saying:

1. Water for One

Shemot Rabbah 51:6
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“The Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they were
reckoned at the directive of Moses” — everything that
they were doing, they were doing at the directive of
Moses, as it is stated: “As they were reckoned at the
directive of Moses.” And everything that Moses would
do, he would do by means of others, as it is stated:
“The service of the Levites was by means of ltamar, son
of Aaron the priest.” He did it only in this way: When the
labor of the Sanctuary was completed, he said to them:
‘Come and | will make an accounting before you.’
Moses said to them: “These are the reckonings of the
Tabernacle”; such and such was expended on the
Tabernacle. While he was sitting and calculating, he
forgot the one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-five shekels from which he crafted the hooks
for the pillars. He began sitting and wondering. He said:
Now Israel will find justification to say that Moses took
them. What did [God] do? The Holy One blessed be He
enlightened his eyes, and he saw that they were crafted
into hooks for the pillars. At that moment, all of Israel
was satisfied regarding the labor of the Tabernacle.
What caused this? It was that [Moses] sat and satisfied
them. That is, “these are the reckonings of the
Tabernacle.” Why did he make an accounting with them
[if] the Holy One blessed be He trusted him, as it is
stated: “Not so is My servant Moses; in My entire house
he is trusted” (Numbers 12:7). Why did Moses say:
‘Come let us engage in the Tabernacle and calculate
before you?’ It is because Moses heard the cynics of
the generation speaking behind his back, as it is stated:
“It would be when Moses entered the tent, the pillar of
cloud would descend and would stand at the entrance
to the tent, and He would speak with Moses” (Exodus
33:9); “and they would gaze after Moses” (Exodus
33:8). What would they say? Rabbi Yohanan said:
Happy is the one who bore this man. What does she

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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see in him? That all his days, the Holy One blessed be

He speaks with him; all his days he is faultless with the
Holy One blessed be He. That is, “they gazed after

Moses.” Rabbi Hama said: They would say: Look at the

nape of the son of Amram. Another says to him: ‘The
person who controlled the labor of the Tabernacle,

would you not expect him to be wealthy? When Moses

heard this, Moses said to them: ‘As you live, when the

Tabernacle is completed, | will make an accounting for

you.” He said to them: ‘Come, let us make an
accounting.’ That is, “these are the
reckonings of the Tabernacle.”

Rabbi Moshe Hayyim Efraim of Sudylkov, Sefer Degel Mahaneh Ephraim, Parashat Vayikra?
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And Rashi (ad loc.) explained that the call only reached
Moses. Only he heard it, but the rest of Israel didn’t. We
can interpret this in a manner that points to our
experience in light of the teaching | received from my
grandfather on the dictum, “Each and every day a
heavenly Voice (bat kol) issues from Mount Horey,
[‘Return, you wayward children’ (Jer. 3:22)] (Mish. Avot
6:2). My grandfather questioned this teaching using a
mah nafshakh argument, which you can find in Toeldot
Ya’akov Yosef (Emor #11). In response, he explained
that the heavenly call arises in us each day as our
impulse to teshuvah. If we are mindful, when that
impulse arises, we immediately understand that it
issues from the call, “Return, you wayward children,”
and we immediately investigate our deeds and return to
God wholeheartedly. But when we are not mindful, we
don’t sense that impulse, we do not turn toward it.
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And we might suggest that this is what Rashi was
hinting at in his interpretation of the verse, “[YHVH]
called”—namely, the daily call, which is our impulse to
teshuvah—*to Moses,” the call only reaches him.
Namely, the call reaches us when we are like Moses
who embodies the mystical secret of da’at. But when
we are like the rest of Israel, who are mindless, we do
not hear the call because we don’t pay attention to the
impulse to teshuvah that arises in us. And this is easy to
understand [if we practice].

2. Safety for None

Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg, The Hidden Order of Intimacy, Parashat Vayikra

This twilight period suggests that the impact of the Golden Calf still haunts the people. Moses daily paces the
distance between the people and his private tent, which he himself names the Tent of Meeting. There, he has
meetings of great intimacy with God. The eyes of all the people follow him on this trajectory; at the imagined
moment of meeting, the people rise up and prostrate themselves. At the entrance to their own tents, between
inside and outside, they gaze at the Cloud- covered entrance to his tent and bow low...After the Tabernacle is
completed, the site of meeting is moved inward, into the Israelite camp, at its center. From this new position...new
laws about the functioning of the Tabernacle are given, and the rituals of sacrifice begin. It is only at this point...that
the people can fully atone for, and in a sense resolve, the trauma of the Golden Calf.

2 Translation is courtesy of my colleague, Rabbi Samuel Feinsmith.
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