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Judaism With Open Arms

Shabbat Vayakhel/Pekudei: Who is Shabbat For?

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Shemot 35:1-3
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On six days work may be done, but on the seventh day
you shall have a sabbath of complete rest, holy to GOD;
whoever does any work on it shall be put to death.

1. What is Shabbat? And what is the Mishkan?

Keli Yakar on Shemot 35:2
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And regarding why in Parashat Ki Tisa (31:13) He
preceded the Tabernacle before the Sabbath, and
wrote Nevertheless you shall keep My Sabbaths to
derive from the additional word nevertheless that the
Tabernacle does not override the Sabbath — He should
have mentioned the Sabbath first, and would not have
needed the extra word nevertheless. Now, according to
what we explained above in Parashat Ki Tisa regarding
the extra word nevertheless, there was a need to write
the word nevertheless. However, Rashi’s words can be
resolved in a different way, and along with this, it will
also explain why Moses changed the order, because
the Holy One, blessed be He, first commanded him
about the Tabernacle, but Moses put the Sabbath first.
This is because the Sabbath is solely about the honor
of God, to teach that He, blessed be He, renewed His
world, while the Tabernacle entirely indicates the honor
of Israel, that the Holy One, blessed be He, made
concessions to them and caused His Divine Presence
to dwell among them, and forgave them for the sin of
the Golden Calf. The Holy One, blessed be He, is
especially concerned for the honor of Israel, therefore
He mentioned the Tabernacle first. And so that they
would not err and say that He mentioned it first to
indicate that the work of the Tabernacle overrides the
Sabbath, He added the word nevertheless. But Moses
thought that for the honor of God, it was appropriate to
put the Sabbath first, which indicates His honor, blessed
be He, and afterwards the Tabernacle, which indicates
the honor of Israel. And from this precedence, it will be
understood automatically that the Sabbath overrides the
work of the Tabernacle, because which one is pushed
aside for the other? You must say the lesser for the

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted,,.




greater. And above, in Parashat Ki Tisa, you will find
another reason why the Tabernacle is set
aside for the Sabbath.

Or HaHayyim on Shemot 35:2
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NON'n nwyn o' nwy, "during six days work shall
be performed, etc." The reason the Torah emphasises
the work to be performed on the weekdays may simply
be a hint that if one observes the seventh day as a holy

day, the work required for our maintaining ourselves

during the subsequent six days will take care of itself.
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The Torah may also wish to remind us that performance
of work on the Sabbath is prohibited regardless of
whether it is performed by a Jew or by a Gentile on his
behalf. The vocalisation of the word te-asseh (passive
form), is intended to convey that whereas it is
permissible for a Jew to have his work performed by
Gentiles during the week, on the Sabbath it must not be
performed at all. This would correspond to the opinion
expressed in the Talmud that if one tells a Gentile to
perform work for one on the Sabbath, one violates a
biblical prohibition (Mechilta Parshat Bo). The reason
the Torah writes nww instead of nwwa, is to remind us
that work performance during the six days of the week
is a nixn, a positive commandment.
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There is also a lesson here: the success of the work
performed during the six days of the week depends on
observing the seventh day as a holy day. The reason is

that the Sabbath is the soul of the world, as we
explained in our introduction to Genesis in Genesis 2:2,
“God finished...on the seventh day.”

2. Secure in Our Place

Nehemia Polen, Stop Look Listen: Celebrating Shabbat Through a Spiritual Lens, 210

Keeping Shabbos calls for bracketing the world of competitiveness in all its forms. If everyone felt secure and calm
in their own place, there would be no need to seize the place of another. Hasidic masters teach that allowing anger
to inflame one's emotions to the point of losing control is a form of violating Exodus 35:3, "You shall kindle no fire
throughout your habitations on the Shabbos day.”

Wendell Berry, Another Day: Sabbath Poems 2013-2023, 159

Here we are still on the frail
small earth wobbling in the sky,
and we are holding on
in awe and hope to the Big Brain,
our chosen almighty, while
the Six Days' Work burns
in profitable fire

until its lover's eye
looks with love upon it,
when then even the dark
begins to shine. Old
sunlight sings to the young
sun. In its lover's gaze
it becomes seen, and by his praise
begins to be as it was made.
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