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Judaism With Open Arms

Shabbat Zakhor: Whose Enemy: Israel or God?

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Shemot 17:16

“[Moshe said]: ...GOD will be at war with
Amalek throughout the ages.”

1. Amalek as Israel’s Enemy

Shemot 17:8

:07'972 XY DY DN

Jwe=

7y N2

Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.

Mekhiltah DeRabbi Yishmael, Parashat Amalek 1:2
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R. Elazar Hamodai says: "And Amalek came": Amalek
"sneaked" under the edges of the cloud and snatched
souls of Israel and killed them, viz. (Devarim 25:18)
(Amalek) "who met you on the way ... when you were
faint and weary and (Amalek) did not fear G—d." Others
say: This refers to Israel, who (at that time) did not have
mitzvoth in their hands.

Rashi on Shemot 17:8
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121 ?'my xan— Scripture places this section
immediately after this preceding verse (they said, “Is the
Lord among us or not?”) to imply, “l am ever among you

and ready at hand for every thing you may need, and
yet you say, “Is the Lord among us or not?” By your
lives, | swear that the hound (Amalek) shall come and
bite you, and you will cry for Me and then you will know
where | am!” A parable: it may be compared to a man
who carried his son upon his shoulder, and went out on
a journey. The son saw an article and said, “Father, pick
up that thing and give it to me”. He gave it to him, and
so a second time and so also a third time. They met a
certain man to whom the son said, “Have you seen my
father anywhere?” Whereupon his father said to him,
“Don’t you know where | am?” — He, therefore, cast
him off from himself and a hound came and bit him
(Midrash Tanchuma, Yitro 3).

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted,.




Devora Steinmetz, Why Rain Comes from Above, “God’s Eternal Enemy,” 101

Amalek, according to this teaching, is that which tells you that you can never be different from how you are right

now. Amalek is that which tells the sea that the people that it sees is what the people will forever be like. Amalek

tells the people that, though the sea has parted for them, they will never become the people in the picture that God

showed the sea at the beginning of time. Amalek is a manifestation of one's own vulnerability, of not knowing who

you are or who you need to be, of not being able to change. Amalek is whatever is inside us that tries to keep us
from crossing over into the promised land.

2. Amalak as God’s Enemy

Midrash Tanhuma (Buber), Ki Teitze Siman 11

R. Berekhyah said in the name of R. Abba bar Kahana,
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passes from the world, the throne will be at peace, and
the name will be at peace.”

Rashi on Shemot 17:16
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Devora Steinmetz, Why Rain Comes from Above, “God’s Eternal Enemy,” 99

...Amalek can be seen, as in the midrash that Rashi cites, as an enemy not only of Israel, but of God. Amalek's
existence makes impossible a world in which God has complete dominion, in which God's name and
God's throne, in Rashi's words, can be complete.

3. Whose Enemy? And Does It Matter?

Devora Steinmetz, Why Rain Comes from Above, “God’s Eternal Enemy,” 121-122

The internal view of Amalek asks me to look inside myself. What is it within me that is blocking me from crossing
over to the promised land? What in me is not matching up to that picture that God showed the sea when God
created the world? What is it in me or in us that does not fear God, that hesitates to acknowledge God's presence
in our midst, that keeps us from building God's sanctuary? God created a good world; what about us and our
choices is keeping God's plan from working out?

The alternative view starts from a different place. | look at the world, and it's not a good place. And | can't believe
that the evil in the world is because of choices I've made or my community has made. The external view of Amalek
allows me to say that maybe it's not yet a good world. Maybe God doesn't yet have full dominion; maybe creation
is still in process. One day God's name will be complete, but not yet. One day God will reign supreme, but not yet. |
am not responsible for the evil that is in the world. But | am responsible to ask myself what | can do to make more
room for good, to push back the dominion of evil, to expand God's dominion.
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