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Yom Kippur: Empty Chairs at Empty Tables

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Bavli Bava Kamma 55a
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: If one sees a
eulogy [hesped] in his dream, it is an allusion that in
Heaven they had pity [hasu] on him and saved him

[peda’uhu] from actually being eulogized...

1. Don’t Wait for Teshuvah- You May Not Have the Time

Devarim 10:12
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And now, O Israel, what does the ETERNAL your God
demand of you? Only this: to revere the ETERNAL your
God, to walk only in divine paths, to love and to serve
the ETERNAL your God with all your heart and soul.

Midrash Bereishit Rabbah 21:6
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And now, he might extend his hand” — Rabbi Abba bar
Kahana said: This teaches that the Holy One blessed
be He opened for him an opportunity for repentance.
“And now” — “and now” is nothing other than teshuvah,
as it is stated: “And now, Israel, what does the Lord
your God [ask of you?] (Devarim 10:12).

Rabbi Shlomo HaKohen of Radomsk, Tiferet Shlomo, Parashat Vayigash
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“Now, do not be sad [or reproach yourselves because
you sold me hither; it was to save life that God sent me
ahead of you]” (Bereishit 45:5). We know that the word
“and now (v’atah)” signifies teshuvah (Bereishit Rabbah

21:6). That is why Joseph said to his brothers: “Even
though you still have to do teshuvah for what you did to
me, do not be sad. Sadness is not the way to teshuvah!

Since teshuvah is a positive commandment in the
Torah, we are required to perform it with gladness, as it
says, ‘Serve YHVH with gladness’ (Tehilim 100:1).”
From this, we learn that “and now” signifies teshuvah,
since those who seek to turn their life around in
self-transformation must say, “From now | am turning
myself around. | am returning in teshuvah, and | will not
return to foolishness again. Only from now ‘I will be
(eheyeh),” thank God, from now on....”

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




2. Messages to the Fallen

General Moshe Dayan, Eulogy- Ro’i Rotberg (1956)

We will make our reckoning with ourselves today; we are a generation that settles the land, and without the steel
helmet and the canon's maw, we will not be able to plant a tree and build a home...This is the fate of our
generation. This is our life's choice - to be prepared and armed, strong and determined, lest the sword be stricken
from our fist and our lives cut down.

Sergeant Rose Lubin z”l, Bat Mitzvah Speech

There will be a time that | will not be existent in this world...So what do | do? | will do something great for the world,
| won’t wait for the world to do something great for me.... | will make every chapter in the book worth reading.

Ghadir Hani, Eulogy for Vivian Silver z”I

Vivian, My Beloved, if you could hear, | would want you to know: Hamas did not murder your vision.... You taught
us the most important lesson: to be human, to see the other, the weak, the one whose voice is not heard.

Rabbi Elchanan Dani on his son Ori Danino z”|

You people on high have to stop dealing with nonsense and stirring up fights and disagreement. We don’t deserve
this land without unity. There will be no rebuilding without this land...Shut down your office for 10 minutes a day
and think about where your Jewish values are. Shut it down, send everyone out, no phones. Spend time alone with
your creator and think, where is God in your picture? Where are your Jewish values?

3. Death Will Be Destroyed Forever

Bavli Bava Metzia 87a
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; . O “And Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched a calf
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.0'Yiy DI'X byn here we learn that the righteous say little and do
much, whereas the wicked say much and do not do
even a little.
Isaiah 25:8
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For it is GOD who has spoken.

Marius, “Empty Chairs at Empty Tables,” Les Miserables

Phantom faces at the window Oh, my friends, my friends

Phantom shadows on the floor Don't ask me what your sacrifice was for

Empty chairs at empty tables Empty chairs at empty tables
Where my friends will meet no more Where my friends will sing no more
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