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Shemot 19:19
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The blare of the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses
spoke, God answered him in thunder.

1. As Moses Spoke, God Answered Him...

Rashbam Shemot 19:19
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12T nwn, to God, but his voice was not audible to any
human being, only God Himself could hear him.
However, when it came to God’s reply, 7172 myr, God
responded in a loud voice audible to all. This was
necessary as otherwise the sound of the shofar, which
was ongoing and getting stronger all the time would
have drowned out God’s voice and Moses could not
have heard God’s responses.

Ramban Shemot 19:19
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Zipa 1My o' a1 awn: In the Mekhilta, the
Rabbis have said that this verse refers to the time of the
Giving of the Torah, when Moses was proclaiming the
commandments to Israel, as Rashi has written. By way
of the plain meaning of Scripture, the verse here does
not yet speak of this. It is rather [to be explained as
follows]: The Glorious Name came down upon the
mountain on the third day, and Moses brought forth the
people out of the camp to meet the Glory which
appeared to them, and they stood at the nether part of
the mount. Moses went up near the head of the
mountain, where the Glory was, in a place designated
for himself, and he spoke with Israel, teaching them
what to do. The Israelites heard the Voice of God
answering Moses and commanding him, but they did
not understand what He said to him. Thus, He
commanded Moses the precepts mentioned further on
in this section: Go down, charge the people; Go, get
thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron
with thee, etc. This happened before the Giving of the
Torah and also during the time when the Ten
Commandments were given, for Moses did not go up to

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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the top of the mount unto the thick darkness where God
was until after the Giving of the Torah. And so he said,
“I stood between the Eternal and you at that time, to
declare unto you the word of the Eternal; for you were
afraid because of the fire, and went not up into the
mount, saying [that you will not ascend] as | did go up.”
Some scholars explain that the Israelites were very
much afraid of the voice of the horn, which waxed
louder and louder, and Moses would say to them at
first, “Direct your thoughts, for now you will hear the
Voice in such a manner,” and immediately
God answered.him by a voice.

Zohar, Vayikra 7a (12:89-90)
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It is also written in the same passage: “Moses spake
and God answered him by a voice” (/bid. \9). This voice,
as has been elsewhere explained, is the voice of
Moses, the Voice to which Moses attached himself. It
may be asked, does it not say further on that “God
spoke” (Ibid. xx, 1), and not Moses?
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Some explain that the reason was because the people
said to Moses: “Speak thou with us, and we will hear,
but let not God speak with us” (/bid. 19). But, in fact,

there is no word in the Torah which Moses spoke on his
own authority. Hence it says, “Moses spoke” with his
own voice, “and God answered him with that mighty

Voice”, confirming what he said.’

2. A Wider Voice

Philo of Alexandria, On Rewards and Punishment, 1:1:2

The legislative part has two divisions, one in which the subject matter is more general, the other consisting of the
ordinances of specific laws. On the one hand there are the ten heads or summaries which we are told were not
delivered through a spokesman but were shaped high above in the air into the form of articulate speech: on the

other the specific ordinances of the oracles given through the lips of a prophet.

Mary Oliver, “The World | Live In,” Devotions

| have refused to live
locked in the orderly house of
reasons and proofs.
The world | live in and believe in
is wider than that. And anyway,
what's wrong with Maybe?

You wouldn't believe what once or
twice | have seen. I'll just
tell you this:
only if there are angels in your head will
you ever, possibly, see one.

Big Question: Why does it matter how we define what it means for God to “speak”?
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