\ CENTER
OF ISRAEL

Judaism With Open Arms
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Shemot 19:9
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And God said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick
cloud, in order that the people may hear when | speak
with you and so trust you ever after.” Then Moses
reported the people’s words to GOD,

1. Proof Necessary

Rashi on Shemot 19:9
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The words of the people— He said to God: “I have
heard from them a reply to this statement — that their
desire is to hear the commandments from You and not

from me. One who hears from the mouth of a
messenger is not the same (in the same position) as
one who hears directly from the mouth of the King
himself. It is our wish to see our King (cf. Mekhilta).

Ibn Ezra on Shemot 19:9
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Now the Israelites were in Egypt. There were among
them people who followed this belief [that it is
impossible for God to talk to a person and for that
person to live]. They doubted Moses’ prophecy.

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Yesodei Hatorah 8:1
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How is it known that the [revelation] at Mount Sinai
alone is proof of the truth of Moses' prophecy that
leaves no shortcoming? [Exodus 19:9] states: "Behold, |
will come to you in a thick cloud, so that the people will
hear Me speaking to you, [so that] they will believe in
you forever." It appears that before this happened, they
did not believe in him with a faith that would last
forever, but rather with a faith that allowed for
suspicions and doubts.

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




2. No Proof Necessary

Ramban on Shemot 19:9
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...The children of Abraham never doubted prophecy, as
they had always believed in it since the time of their
forefathers. Scripture already has stated so: And the
people believed, and they heard that the Eternal hath

remembered the children of Israel; and they believed in
the Eternal, and in His servant Moses. Even though it

does not say there, “and all the people [believed]” or “all
Israel believed,” neither does it say here “that ‘all the

people’ may hear.” The correct interpretation appears to
me to be that God said to Moses: “/ come to thee in a
thick cloud, so that you should draw near to the thick

darkness in order that the people may hear when |

speak. They themselves will be prophets when | speak,

not [necessitating] that it should be confirmed to them
through others...”

Or Ha-Hayyim on Shemot 19:9
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| believe that initially the Israelites believed that Moses
was a true servant of the Lord who enjoyed God's ear,
that God would respond favorably to Moses' prayers,
etc. They did not believe that God actually spoke to
Moses. They believed the theories of the philosophers
that it is impossible for God to speak with man and for
man to remain alive. The same philosophers admitted
however, that man can speak to God and that He
listens to man and responds positively. Inasmuch as
this was a widespread belief, we may say that though
the Israelites believed that Moses was a true servant of
God, i.e., one to whose prayers God would respond and
carry out his wishes, this did not mean that they also
believed that God spoke to Moses. The suspicion still
lurked in the back of the minds of the Israelites that God
did not speak to Moses. This is why God now wanted
to erase this suspicion from their minds by making them
witnesses when He spoke to him. The people would
then realize that it was possible for God to speak to
man without man having to die.

3. Seeing is Believing? Or Believing is Seeing?

Mary Oliver, “The World I Live In”

| have refused to live
locked in the orderly house of
reasons and proofs.
The world | live in and believe in
is wider than that. And anyway,
what's wrong with Maybe?

You wouldn't believe what once or
twice | have seen. I'll just
tell you this:
only if there are angels in your head will
you ever, possibly, see one.

Big Question: What is at stake when commentaries debate whether the Israelites
required proof of God independent of Moses?
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