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Bereishit 36:22
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The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and
Lotan’s sister was Timna.

1. Timna Tries to Convert

Bavli Sanhedrin 99b

NiNKI” XX 2iN27 nwnY i7 N X7 21
707 ,"TOINT WA NN VINNIY VI Q17
?"NTYA O'RTIT RYR'L D'ON NP "M IR
122 72TN I'NXA YR~ 7 NINKI i N2 DRy
Ni'D N'AT YN D'YY N7X 19T (AN AN
WY MY ANDIN i) NI

Manasseh said: But did Moses need to write only
insignificant matters that teach nothing, for example:
“And Lotan’s sister was Timna” (Genesis 36:22), or:
“And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz, son of Esau”
(Genesis 36:12), or: “And Reuben went in the days of
the wheat harvest and found duda’im in the field”
(Genesis 30:14)? A Divine Voice emerged and said to
him: “You sit and speak against your brother; you
slander your own mother’s son. These things you
have done, and should | have kept silence, you
would imagine that | was like you, but | will reprove
you, and set the matter before your eyes” (Psalms
50:20-21). The verses in the Torah are not empty
matters, with regard to which you can decide how they
are practically relevant...
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Manasseh began by mocking a few verses and
ultimately violated the entire Torah. The Gemara asks:
With regard to that verse that we came to discuss, in

any event, what is the significance of the phrase in the
verse “And Lotan’s sister was Timna”? The Gemara
explains: Timna was the daughter of kings, as it is
written: “The chief of Lotan” (Genesis 36:29), and:

“The chief of Timna” (Genesis 36:40), and each chief
is a member of a monarchy, albeit without a crown.

That is why they are called chief and not king.
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Timna sought to convert. She came before
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and they did not accept
her. She went and became a concubine of Eliphaz,
son of Esau, and said, referring to herself: It is
preferable that she will be a maidservant for this
nation, and she will not be a noblewoman for
another nation. Ultimately, Amalek, son of Eliphaz,
emerged from her, and that tribe afflicted the Jewish

people. What is the reason that the Jewish people

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



were punished by suffering at the hand of Amalek? It is

due to the fact that they should not have rejected her

when she sought to convert. Therefore, the
verse is significant.

Rashi on Bavli Sanhedrin 99b
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presence, as they should have converted her.

2. Timna and Amalek

Ein Yaakov on Sanhedrin 11:57
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concubine of Eliphaz b. Esau," or that of (Ib. 13, 14)
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a crown. She desired to become a proselyte, but
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L A punishment to their parents, who ought not to
have driven her away.

3. When People Are Rejected

David Brooks, “We Are the Most Rejected Generation,” The New York Times (May 2025)

People who have suffered rejections become, on average, more aggressive, less empathetic, have a harder time
with self-control. After all, rejection threatens some of our core psychic needs — for belonging, for agency, for
competence. People need to feel that they can control their lives, that they are good at performing important tasks,
that they are welcomed by others. Constant rejection tells them: No. No. No. Rejection reinforces the dark world
mentality that is so prevalent in our culture — the idea that the world is menacing and that people and

institutions are untrustworthy.
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