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Bereishit 36:22 

  The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and תִּמְנעָ׃ לוֹטָן ואֲַחוֹת והְֵימָם חרִֹי בְניֵ־לוֹטָן ויַּהְִיוּ
Lotan’s sister was Timna. 

 
1.​ Timna Tries to Convert 

 

Bavli Sanhedrin 99b 

ה לוֹ הָיהָ לֹא וכְִי אָמַר: א לִכְתּוֹב לְמשֶׁ  ״ואֲַחוֹת אֶלָּ
מְנעָ״, לוֹטָן  ״ויֵּלֶךְ לֶאֱלִיפַז״, פִילֶגֶשׁ הָיתְָה ״ותְִמְנעַ תִּ

ימֵי רְאוּבֵן ים קְצִיר בִּ דֶה״? דוּדָאִים ויִּמְצָא חִטִּ שָּׂ  בַּ
ת יצְָאָה ב לוֹ: ואְָמְרָה קוֹל בַּ שֵׁ אָחִיךָ ״תֵּ ר בְּ בֶן תְדַבֵּ  בְּ
ךָ ן אִמְּ תֶּ דֹּפִי. תִּ ה  יתָ אֵלֶּ י עָשִׂ תִּ יתָ והְֶחֱרַשְׁ מִּ  הֱיוֹת דִּ

 לְעֵיניֶךָ״… ואְֶעֶרְכָה אוֹכִיחֲךָ כָמוֹךָ אֶהְיהֶ

Manasseh said: But did Moses need to write only 
insignificant matters that teach nothing, for example: 

“And Lotan’s sister was Timna” (Genesis 36:22), or: 
“And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz, son of Esau” 
(Genesis 36:12), or: “And Reuben went in the days of 

the wheat harvest and found duda’im in the field” 
(Genesis 30:14)? A Divine Voice emerged and said to 

him: “You sit and speak against your brother; you 
slander your own mother’s son. These things you 

have done, and should I have kept silence, you 
would imagine that I was like you, but I will reprove 
you, and set the matter before your eyes” (Psalms 

50:20–21). The verses in the Torah are not empty 
matters, with regard to which you can decide how they 

are practically relevant… 

אֲתַן מְנעָ״ לוֹטָן ״אֲחוֹת מִיהַת, עֲלַהּ, דַּ  הִיא? מַאי תִּ
מְנעַ ת תִּ כְתִיב: הֲואַי, מְלָכִים בַּ  לוֹטָן״, ״אַלּוּף דִּ

מְנעָ״, ״אַלּוּף   מַלְכוּתָא – אַלּוּף וכְׇל תִּ
לָא אגָא בְּ  הִיא. תָּ

Manasseh began by mocking a few verses and 
ultimately violated the entire Torah. The Gemara asks: 
With regard to that verse that we came to discuss, in 

any event, what is the significance of the phrase in the 
verse “And Lotan’s sister was Timna”? The Gemara 
explains: Timna was the daughter of kings, as it is 
written: “The chief of Lotan” (Genesis 36:29), and: 

“The chief of Timna” (Genesis 36:40), and each chief 
is a member of a monarchy, albeit without a crown. 

That is why they are called chief and not king. 

עֲיאָ אתָה לְאִיגַּיּוֹרֵי. בָּ  ויְעֲַקבֹ, יצְִחָק אַבְרָהָם, אֵצֶל בָּ
לוּהָ. ולְֹא ן לֶאֱלִיפַז פִילֶגֶשׁ והְָיתְָה הָלְכָה קִבְּ ו. בֶּ  עֵשָׂ

הֵא מוּטָב אָמְרָה: פְחָה תְּ ה שִׁ הֵא ולְֹא זוֹ לְאוּמָּ  תְּ
ה גְּבִירָה צַעֲרִינהְוּ עֲמָלֵק, מִינַּהּ נפְַק אַחֶרֶת. לְאוּמָּ  דְּ

רָאֵל. לָא טַעְמָא? מַאי לְישְׂ עִי דְּ  לְרַחוֹקַהּ. לְהוּ אִיבְּ

Timna sought to convert. She came before 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and they did not accept 
her. She went and became a concubine of Eliphaz, 

son of Esau, and said, referring to herself: It is 
preferable that she will be a maidservant for this 

nation, and she will not be a noblewoman for 
another nation. Ultimately, Amalek, son of Eliphaz, 

emerged from her, and that tribe afflicted the Jewish 
people. What is the reason that the Jewish people 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

were punished by suffering at the hand of Amalek? It is 
due to the fact that they should not have rejected her 

when she sought to convert. Therefore, the  
verse is significant. 

 

Rashi on Bavli Sanhedrin 99b 

 To distance her": from under the wings of the divine" לְגַיּרְָהּ: לָהֶם שֶׁהָיהָ הַשְּׁכִינהָ כַּנפְֵי מִתַּחַת לְרַחֲקָהּ:
presence, as they should have converted her. 

 

2.​ Timna and Amalek 
 

Ein Yaakov on Sanhedrin 11:57 

 רָמָה בְּידָ תַּעֲשֶׂה אֲשֶׁר והְַנּפֶֶשׁ ל( טוּ )בַּמִּדְבָּר ת״ר
 בְּהַגָּדוֹת ודְוֹרֵשׁ יוֹשֵׁב שֶׁהָיהָ חִזְקִיּהָ בֶּן מְנשֶַּׁה זֶה

 אֶלָּא לִכְתּבֹ לְמשֶֹׁה לוֹ הָיהָ לֹא וכְִי אָמַר דּפִֹי שֶׁל
 הָיתְָה ותְִמְנעַ תִּמְנעָ לוֹטָן ואֲַחוֹת כב( לוֹ )בְּרֵאשִׁית

 קְצִיר בִּימֵי רְאוּבֵן ויַּלֵֶךְ ידָ( ל )שָׁם לֶאֱלִיפַז פִּלֶגֶשׁ
 ואְָמְרָה קוֹל בַּת יצְָתָה בַּשָּׂדֶה דוּדָאִים ויַּמְִצָא חִטִּים
 אִמְּךָ בְּבֶן תְדַבֵּר בְּאָחִיךָ תֵּשֵׁב כ( נ )תְּהִלִּים לֵהּ
 אֶהְיהֶ הֱיוֹת דִּמִּיתָ והְֶחֱרַשְׁתִּי עָשִׂיתָ אֵלֶּה דּפִֹי תִּתֶּן

 הוֹי יח( ה )ישְַׁעְיהָ בַּקַּבָּלָה מְפרָֹשׁ ועְָלָיו וגְֵו׳ כָמוֹךָ
 חַטָּאָה הָעֲגָלָה וכְַעֲבוֹת הַשָּׁואְ בְּחַבְלֵי הֶעָוֹן משְֹׁכֵי
 בַּתְּחִלָּה הָרָע יצֵֶר אַסִּי א״ר הָעֲגָלָה כְּעָבוֹת מַאי
 הָעֲגָלָה. לְעַבּוֹת דּוֹמָה ולְַסּוֹף בֻּכְיאָ שֶׁל לְחוּט דּוֹמֶה

 הִיא מַאי תִּמְנעָ לוֹטָן אֲחוֹת מִיהָא עָלָה דְּאַתְאַן
 כט( לוֹ )בְּרֵאשִׁית דִּכְתִיב הֲואַי מְלָכִים בַּת תִּמְנעַ
 בְּלָא מַלְכוּתָא אַלּוּף וכְָל תִּמְנעָ אַלּוּף לוֹטָן אַלּוּף
 אַבְרָהָם אֵצֶל בָּאתָה לְאִגַּיּוֹרֵי בָּעֲיאָ הִיא תָּאגָא
 פִּלֶגֶשׁ והְָיתְָה הָלְכָה קִבְּלוּהָ ולְֹא ויְעֲַקבֹ יצְִחָק
 לְאֻמָּה שִׁפְחָה תְּהֵא מוּטָב אָמְרָה עֵשָׂו בֶּן לֶאֱלִיפַז

 מִנַּהּ נְפַק אַחֶרֶת לְאֻמָּה גְּבִירָה תְּהֵא ולְֹא זוֹ
  אִבְעֵי דְּלָא מ״ט לְישְִׂרָאֵל דְּצַעֲרִינְהוּ עֲמָלֵק

 לְרַחֲקָהּ. לְהוֹ

Our Rabbis were taught: (Num. 15, 30) "But the person 
that doth aught with a high hand; this refers to 

Menasseh b. Hezekiah who sat and lectured on topics 
with the object of fault-finding," saying, "Could not 

Moses have found something better than (Gen. 36, 22) 
"And Lotan's sister was Thimna, or, (Ib.) she was a 
concubine of Eliphaz b. Esau," or that of (Ib. 13, 14) 

"And Reuben went in the days of the wheat harvest and 
found mandrakes in the field." A heavenly voice was 

then heard saying (Ps. 50, 20) "Thou sittest and 
speakest against thy brother, against thy own mother's 
sons thou utterest slander, etc." And to him also applies 

the words of tradition: (Is. 5, 18) Wee unto those that 
draw iniquity with the cords of falsehood, and as with a 
wagon-rope, sinfulnesses." What does a wagon-rope 

mean? A. Assi said: "In the beginning, the evil 
inclination appears as thin as the thread of a spider's 

web; and finally he becomes as thick as a wagon rope." 
Since we have already arrived at it, let us see what 
does And Lotan's sister was Thimna really mean. 

Thimna was a princess, as it is written (Gen. 36, 40) 
Duke Thimna, and dukedom means a kingdom without 

a crown. She desired to become a proselyte, but 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did not accept her. And 
she went and became the concubine of Eliphaz b. 

Esau, saying it is better to be a servant in this 
nation than to be a princess of another. And her 
offspring was Amalek, who troubled Israel as a 
punishment to their parents, who ought not to  

have driven her away. 

 
3.​ When People Are Rejected 

 

David Brooks, “We Are the Most Rejected Generation,” The New York Times (May 2025) 

People who have suffered rejections become, on average, more aggressive, less empathetic, have a harder time 
with self-control. After all, rejection threatens some of our core psychic needs — for belonging, for agency, for 

competence. People need to feel that they can control their lives, that they are good at performing important tasks, 
that they are welcomed by others. Constant rejection tells them: No. No. No. Rejection reinforces the dark world 

mentality that is so prevalent in our culture — the idea that the world is menacing and that people and  
institutions are untrustworthy. 
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