
Parashat Vayetze: Israel’s Assurance
Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York1

Bereishit 28:12

הוַיּֽחֲַלֹ֗ם בסֻלָּם֙והְִנֵּ֤ רְצָהמֻצָּ֣ יעַורְאֹשׁ֖וֹאַ֔ מַגִּ֣
ימְָה יוהְִנּהֵ֙הַשָּׁמָ֑ יםמַלְאֲכֵ֣ יםאֱלֹהִ֔ יםעלִֹ֥ בּֽוֹ׃ויְרְֹדִ֖

He had a dream; a stairway was set on the ground and
its top reached to the sky, and angels of God were

going up and down on it.

Yair Zakovitch, Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch, 46

People can flee their pursuers while never breaking free of their conscience and past. Jacob escaped his brother’s
wrath but he left behind an elderly, blind father and a loving and worried mother without knowing whether he would

see them ever again…The uncertainty…must have weighed heavily on him.

1. Jacob’s Assurance

Rashi on Bereishit 28:12

יוֹרְדִים?כָּךְואְַחַרתְּחִלָּהעוֹלִיםוירדים.עולים
לָאָרֶץ,חוּצָהיוֹצְאִיםאֵיןבָּאָרֶץשֶׁלִּוּוּהוּמַלְאָכִים
לְלַוּוֹתוֹ:לָאָרֶץחוּצָהמַלְאֲכֵיויְרְָדוּלָרָקִיעַועְָלוּ

וירדיםעלים — It states first ascending and afterwards
descending! Those angels who accompanied him in the
land of Israel were not permitted to leave the Land: they
ascended to Heaven and angels which were to minister

outside the Land descended to accompany him.

Hizkuni on Bereishit 28:12

מפרש,ירושלמי…בתרגוםעליםבו,וירדיםעלים
למעלהעוליםהיוללוותוממוניםשהיוהמלאכים

יעקבאתוראולמטהבואוהמלאכיםלשארלבשר
והיוהכבודבכסאחקוקשדמותולמראההנחמד

בו.ומסתכליםויורדיםעוליםהמלאכים

בוויורדיםעולים ...The Jerusalem Targum understands the
function of these angels as having been to accompany
Yaakov from here on in wherever he went. The reason
that they ascended was to relay their messages to other

angels in the celestial spheres that they had been
assigned to descend to earth. They were to show them
that there was a human being of the stature of Yaakov

on earth. They would recognize him at once as a
likeness of his features had long been engraved at the

base of G-d’s throne.

Yair Zakovitch, Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch, 49

Whereas a moment previously Jacob’s world had suddenly been compressed by an all-encompassing darkness
closing around his weary body, a vast world has now opened before him. Three axes become apparent: the

vertifical connection between earth and heaven; the horizontal dissemination of Jacob’s descendents in all four
directions; and a temporal line embracing both past and future, reaching from Abraham and Isaac to Jacob and the

generations that will issue from him.

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



2. Israel’s Assurance

Seforno on Bereishit 28:12

נצביהוהוהנהוירדיםעליםאלהיםמלאכיוהנה
אחרהאומותששרילבסוףיהיהכןאמנםכיעליו.

יטשלאלעדה"נצב"יתברךוהאלירדו,עליתם
ואתךהגוים,בכלכלהאעשה"כיכאמרועמו,את

מ"ו:כ"ח(.)ירמיהוכלה"אעשהלא

עליונצביהוהויורדים..והנהעוליםאלוהיםמלאכיוהנה , this
foreshadowed the future when the “angels of God” the
superpowers who had become very powerful in our
world would begin their decline and end up at the

bottom of the rungs of the ladder. The Lord God, Who
stood above the ladder is the symbol of the promise
that God will never abandon the Jewish people, as we
know from Jeremiah 46:28 ואותךהגוייםבכלכלהאעשהכי

כלהאעשהלא , “even when I utterly destroy all the gentile
nations, I will not destroy you.”

Maimonides, Hilkhot Yesodei HaTorah 7:3

דֶּרֶךְהַנּבְוּאָהבְּמַרְאֵהלַנּבִָיאשֶׁמּוֹדִיעִיםהַדְּבָרִים
הַמָּשָׁלפִּתְרוֹןבְּלִבּוֹיחֵָקֵקוּמִיּדָלוֹמוֹדִיעִיןמָשָׁל
שֶׁרָאָההַסֻּלָּםכְּמוֹהוּא.מָהויְדֵַעהַנּבְוּאָהבְּמַרְאֵה
הָיהָוהְוּאבּוֹויְוֹרְדִיםעוֹלִיםוּמַלְאָכִיםאָבִינוּיעֲַקבֹ

ושְִׁעְבּוּדָן.לְמַלְכֻיּוֹתמָשָׁל

When a prophet is informed of a message in a vision, it
is granted to him in metaphoric imagery. Immediately,
the interpretation of the imagery is imprinted upon his
heart, and he knows its meaning. For example, the
ladder with the angels ascending and descending

envisioned by the patriarch, Jacob, was an allegory for
the empires and their subjugation [of his descendants].

Yair Zakovitch, Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch, 50

Even though Jacob walks in the opposite direction, from the Promised Land back to the land of his grandfather’s
birth, it is precisely at this point, as he leaves...that he needs a blessing that will promise his return.

3. A Promise of Return

Rashi on Shir Ha-Shirim 1:1

שעתידיןהקודשברוחשלמהשראהאני,ואומר
חורבן,אחרחורבןגולה,אחרגולהלגלותישראל

ולזכורהראשון,כבודםעלזהבגלותולהתאונן
העמיםמכללוסגולההיואשרראשונהחיבה

אישיאלואשובהאלכהז(ב)הושעלאמר
חסדיואתויזכרומעתה,אזליטובכיהראשון

אמראשרהטובותואתמעלו,אשרמעלםואת
ברוחהזההספרויסדהימים.באחריתלהםלתת

חיות,אלמנותצרורהאשהבלשוןהקודש,
מזכרתדודה,עלמתרפקתבעלה,עלמשתוקקת

דודה,אףפשעה.עלומודהאליו,נעוריהאהבת
יופיהונוינעוריהחסדיומזכירבצרתה,לוצר

עזה,באהבהעימהנקשרבהםפעליה,וכשרון
שילוחין,שילוחיהולאענה,מלבולאכילהודיעה

עתידוהואאישה,והואאשתוהיאעודכי
אליה.לשוב

“I say that King Shlomo saw prophetically that in the
future, Israel will undergo exile after exile, destruction
after destruction, and they will mourn in exile for their
original glory, remembering the original love by which

they was separated from all other peoples, and they will
say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, for then I
fared better than now’, and they will remember His
kindnesses and their value, and the goodly things

promised to them in the eschaton. And Shlomo wrote
this sefer prophetically, in the language of a widowed
woman who longs for her husband, ‘who clings to her
beloved’, remembering how she loved him in her youth,
and [she] admits her failings. And even her Beloved is
pained by her pain and remembers the kindness of her
youth, the comeliness of her beauty, and the quality of

her deeds, in which he was bound up with her in
intense love, and He tells her that He does not willfully

bring her grief, and nor has she been sent away
permanently, for she is still His wife, and He her
husband, and he will return to her in the future.”

Visit me at www.joshuarabin.com.
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