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Bereishit 39:2

A'1 N'7¥N YN N qéi"nx EYhIERY God was with Joseph, and he was a successful man;
oo '_I_\ ot T T T and he stayed in the house of his Egyptian master.
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1. “God was with Joseph...”

Sforno on Bereishit 39:2

7y omnipnnon i7'¥nY .qoi' nx 'a AN qor' nx "N ', to save him from anyone who would
o ’ ) ' take advantage of him.

AanAn I.|:)n nlb)n '73 awn _nl';xn YI'N D1 n'7x¥n W' ', he achieved every venture that he
T RTooT o T T e o set out to accomplish.

1TNA ]ﬂVJ'? TNIY .MI¥NAD 1N N2 nxnn 11T Na 1, he would perform tasks in his

w_ .. . s i '.' I' N b b - T master’s private room. The meaning of the word n'n
DY Nl M3 Ty o i Y71, 1T here is the same as the meaning of the word Ty

"Ny iR oY L (19:X7 0MAT) elsewhere, i.e. stationed, remaining in a fixed position.

_(n:. D'WJT) Examples of the word n'n occurring in this sense are

found in ow ', “it would remain there.” Compare also

11X WWURD DY I'N, “they remained there as the Lord had

commanded me.”

Hizkuni on Bereishit 39:2

T2 TYOI Y1'0 XD 90i' NX "N Nl qor Nk 'n i, “Hashem was with Joseph;” he required
ian 1Y 91 N9 Divine assistance in order to insulate him against the
DA 27 VDY R temptation to adopt the corrupt ways of that country.

Or HaHayyim on Bereishit 39:2

NIATN 21NN ATO! NAN JIAI MITN DA A 1MITX N1 a1, He Stayed in the house of his master,
- T T ) 7 | ete. The Torah described how G'd arranged for a variety

IRIFZY? OTIPN 2 ,INIR "N n'gyn YK mlw@'j of promotions Joseph experienced while in the service
,YIN NTiQY 0'TAIVN D'TAY NTiAY Tiay?7 ian) | of Potiphar. At the beginning Joseph performed menial
YN NN DD'M2A MY 1Ty X7 07iTan labour outside the home of Potiphar. When he did so
T T T T L T successfully he was promoted to work inside the home.
NX AKX D DIY NT71,0073801 MR WK DY He then became a guard in the home. Eventually, he
MNiYN M¥AN 1T N2 N N7 NNY7¥NN | performed all his duties only indoors, i,e. 11Ty naa. Still
in WY1 11N T ! 1= later he became Potiphar's personal valet, i.e. naw
Y NI” MITX N1 ML RRR RN, N InIX. This made Joseph's life comfortable. Still later

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



‘ia1 1NITX NXIYI NINX NN i7 Tyl ,NiTiay Potiphar appointed Joseph as the general manager
T .‘ . T o }7 T "I' . L ..' over his entire household, i.e. qorr T 17 "wx 75 Ity
Ny, N MIR NY7 10! glﬁ@ ".."N mvil Eventually, Potiphar left every initiative to Joseph, not
D'T2YN “NI WYY “N NN N7 21eN DY even bothering to ask him to account for
M NT M0 int T 7 Tiv) 079w what he was doing.
i7 YN 72 2TV 7 TV LT 97 72 7Y nhun
YTi' N K7Y Cia IRR YT K7W 07 Tiv) i
U119 ,0'"7Y XIN NYYII D'RYIFDI D'012D
1XAD 97 2, TV rnimm

Radak on Bereishit 39:2

n'yn 21 ,nlﬁxn N iy 'da ’nlﬁxn Ui'N n'7¥n v D qor Nk 'n ety he was successful in all
B T ) things he undertook on his own behalf and also was
T 17 N7IY NIy NN 723 yan 1TY 1l

? successful in the house of his Egyptian master. Every
INN7¥D A NN T 70V task that was assigned to him he managed to
carry out successfully.

2. God’s Role in the Joseph Story

Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Book 2, 45:4

,N'22 NIN NNX Di70 NXiNY ' 73 XY DWdi Just as not everyone who has a true dream are

5 Uo I D3 m Y3 Y Y A prophets, so it cannot be said of every one who is
NN QT7 YO 1R NAY ' 7 2V MK K772 assisted in a certain undertaking, as in the acquisition of

iX D'021 NY'DM iNd XD MWK M2TD K)! — property, or of some other personal advantage, that the
spirit of the Lord came upon him, or that the Lord was

.. . ; . A . with him, or that he performed his actions by the holy
T DN NYYY NN Yy Riayl,my spirit. We only apply such phrases to those who have
NYUYN NYYY M 2y 71 INT DMININ 1R XIX accomplished something very good and grand, or

iy N iUi i - ; i ~ i something that leads to that end; e.g., the success of

in3 1277 ,llfJH,J ng NN n'”@";m 3 2iv Joseph in the house of the Egyptian, which was the first
/(2,07 N'YUXI2) ¥ N2 Qi NN7XD cause leading evidently to great events that
1VIRY D'7iT3 DAT7 MIYKY D20 NNINY

occurred subsequently.
AT, 121 NKY

James L. Kugel: The Great Shift: Encountering God in Biblical Times, 33-34

It is important to consider what sort of contact [Joseph] he has with God in this story. The answer is surprising:
none. He is kicked around a lot-by his brothers, by his master’s wife, by his cellmates, by life itself—yet not once
does he lift his voice in prayer to the Almighty. Nor, for that matter, does he offer thanks to God when he was saved
(from his brothers, who first planned to kill him, Bereishit 37:18-20; from execution, which probably ought to have
been his punishment for attempted rape; from prison after his reputation as a dream interpreter reached Pharaoh).
He does say, when Pharaoh first tells him that he has heard of Joseph’s abilities as a dream interpreter, “It is not I,
but God who will give Pharaoh the proper answer.” A nice sentiment, but actually, there is no indication in the text
that God ever supplies Joseph with the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams; Joseph does it all on his own, without
even praying for God’s help (contrast Daniel 2:19)...

Joseph is the only figure in the book of Genesis described as “wise”...Enosh, Enoch, Noah, Melchizedek,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob—none of these distinguished ancestors is ever so described. Now, we have seen that
“wise” is a kind of code word; wisdom is the great set of divine rules and plans, and someone who is wise
necessarily understands this and acts accordingly. Joseph’s wisdom is thus expressed not only in his ability to
interpret dreams...but in his character: patient, optimistic, modest, and of good disposition

(he never takes revenge on his brothers.)
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