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Shemot 35:30-34

אמֶר ֹ֤ לאֶל־בְּנֵ֣ימשֶֹׁה֙ויַּ ארְא֛וּישְִׂרָאֵ֔ הקָרָ֥ םיהְוָֹ֖ בְּשֵׁ֑
ל יבְּצַלְאֵ֛ הבֶן־ח֖וּרבֶּן־אוּרִ֥ יהְוּדָֽה׃לְמַטֵּ֥
א יםר֣וּחַאתֹ֖וֹויַמְַלֵּ֥ האֱלֹהִ֑ בִּתְבוּנָ֥הבְּחׇכְמָ֛

עַת וּבְכׇל־מְלָאכָֽה׃וּבְדַ֖

And Moses said to the Israelites: See, God has singled
out by name Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe
of Judah, endowing him with a divine spirit of skill,

ability, and knowledge in every kind of craft…

1. Why Wasn’t Moshe the Tabernacle’s Lead Architect?

Bavli Berkahot 55a

אֶלָּאהַצִּבּוּרעַלפַּרְנסָמַעֲמִידִיןאֵיןיצְִחָק:רַבִּיאָמַר
בְּשֵׁםה׳קָרָא״רְאוּשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:בַּצִּבּוּר,נמְִלָכִיםכֵּןאִם

משֶֹׁה,לְמשֶֹׁה:הוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁלוֹאָמַרבְּצַלְאֵל״,
אִםעוֹלָם,שֶׁלרִבּוֹנוֹלוֹ:אָמַרבְּצַלְאֵל?עָלֶיךָהָגוּן
פִּיעַלאַףלוֹ:אָמַרשֶׁכֵּן!כׇּללֹאלְפָניַ—הָגוּןלְפָניֶךָ
הָגוּןלְישְִׂרָאֵל:לָהֶםואְָמַרהָלַךְלָהֶם.אֱמוֹרלֵךְכֵן,

בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁלִפְניֵאִםלוֹ:אָמְרוּבְּצַלְאֵל?עֲלֵיכֶם
שֶׁכֵּן!כׇּללֹאלְפָניֵנוּהָגוּן,הוּאוּלְפָניֶךָהוּא

With regard to Bezalel’s appointment, Rabbi Yitzḥak
said: One may only appoint a leader over a

community if he consults with the community and
they agree to the appointment, as it is stated: “And
Moses said unto the children of Israel: See, the Lord
has called by name Bezalel, son of Uri, son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah” (Exodus 35:30). The Lord said to
Moses: Moses, is Bezalel a suitable appointment in

your eyes? Moses said to Him: Master of the
universe, if he is a suitable appointment in Your eyes,

then all the more so in my eyes. The Holy One,
Blessed be He, said to him: Nevertheless, go and tell
Israel and ask their opinion. Moses went and said to
Israel: Is Bezalel suitable in your eyes? They told
him: If he is suitable in the eyes of the Holy One,

Blessed be He, and in your eyes, all the more so he
is suitable in our eyes.

Midrash Shemot Rabbah 48:3

בֶּןאוּרִיבֶּןבְּצַלְאֵלבְּשֵׁםה'קָרָארְאוּאַחֵר,דָּבָר
בְּשָׁעָהאֶלָּאחוּר,כָּאןלְהַזְכִּיררָאָהמָהחוּר,
עַלנפְַשׁוֹנתַָןכּוֹכָבִיםעֲבוֹדַתלַעֲבדֹישְִׂרָאֵלשֶׁבִּקְּשׁוּ
אָמַרוהֲַרָגוּהוּ,עָמְדוּהִנּיִחָן,ולְֹאהוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁ

מָשָׁללְךָ.פּוֹרֵעַשֶׁאֲניִחַיּיֶךָהוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁלוֹ
שֶׁלּוֹהַצָּבָאשַׂרעָמַדלִגְיוֹנוֹתָיו,עָלָיושֶׁמָּרְדוּלְמֶלֶךְ
מוֹרְדִים,אַתֶּםהַמֶּלֶךְעַללָהֶםאָמַרעִמָּהֶם,ונְלְִחַם
לֹאלִינתַָןמָמוֹןאִלּוּהַמֶּלֶךְאָמַראוֹתוֹ.והְָרְגוּעָמְדוּ
שֶׁנּפְַשׁוֹוכְַמָּהכַּמָּהאַחַתעַללוֹ,לִפְרעַֹצָרִיךְהָייִתִי

Another matter: “See, the Lord has called by name
Betzalel, son of Uri, son of Ḥur” – why did He see fit to

mention Ḥur here? It is that when Israel sought to
engage in idol worship, he gave his life for the sake of
the Holy One blessed be He and did not allow them to

do so. They arose and killed him. The Holy One
blessed be He said to him: ‘By your life, I will repay

you.’ This is analogous to a king whose legions rebelled
against him. His guard captain stood and battled
against them. He said to them: ‘Are you rebelling

against the king?’ They arose and killed him. The king
said: Had he given me money, would I not be required

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



שֶׁיּצְֵאוּבָּניִםכָּלאֶלָּאלוֹ,עוֹשֶׂהאֲניִמָהעָלַי,נתַָן
בְּשָׁעָהכָּךְואְִפַּרְכִּים.דֻּכָּסִיםמַעֲמִידָםאֲניִמִמֶּנּוּ

עַלנפְַשׁוֹונְתַָןחוּרעָמַדהָעֵגֶלישְִׂרָאֵלשֶׁעָשׂוּ
הַיּוֹצְאִיםבָּניִםכָּלחַיּיֶךָלוֹאָמַרהוּא,בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁ
רְאוּשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:בָּעוֹלָם,טוֹבשֵׁםמְגַדְּלָםאֲניִמִמְּךָ
אֱלֹהִים.רוּחַאתֹוֹויַמְַלֵּאבְּצַלְאֵל,בְּשֵׁםה'קָרָא

to repay him? It is true all the more so that he gave his
life for my sake. What will I do for him? I will appoint all
the descendants who emerge from him as generals and
officers. So, too, when Israel crafted the calf, Ḥur stood
and gave his life for the sake of the Holy One, blessed

be He. [God] said to him: ‘By your life, all the
descendants who emerge from you, I will elevate them

and grant them a good name in the world,’ as it is
stated: “See, the Lord has called by name Betzalel. He

filled him with the spirit of God.”

Midrash Shemot Rabbah 52:4

הָיוּולְֹאמשֶׁהאֵצֶללָהֶםוּבָאוּשָׁםהָיוּחֲכָמִיםכַּמָּה
כט(:לא,)משלישְׁלֹמהֹאָמַראֶלָּאלַהֲקִימוֹ,יכְוֹלִין
שֶׁמּשֶׁהכֻּלָּנהָ,עַלעָלִיתואְַתְּחָילִעָשׂוּבָּנוֹתרַבּוֹת
שֶׁעָשׂוּלָמָּהכֻּלָּנהָ,עַלעָלִיתואְַתְּמִכֻּלָּם.מְעֻלֶּההָיהָ
נטְָלוּעָשָׂהמֶהלְישְַּׁבוֹ,יוֹדְעִיןהָיוּולְֹאהַמִּשְׁכָּןאֶת
משֶׁהאֵצֶללָהֶםוּבָאוּמְלַאכְתּוֹואְֶחָדאֶחָדכָּל

שֶׁרָאָהכֵּיוןָבְּרִיחִין,הֲרֵיקְרָשִׁים,הֲרֵיואְוֹמְרִים
והְֵקִימוֹ.הַקּדֶֹשׁרוּחַעָלָיושָׁרְתָהמִיּדָאוֹתָםמשֶׁה
בוֹנעֲַשׂוּהַמִּשְׁכָּןאֶלָּאהֶעֱמִידוֹ,משֶׁהתאֹמַרולְֹא
הוּקַםיז(:מ,)שמותשֶׁנּאֱֶמַרמֵעַצְמוֹ,ועְָמַדנסִִּים

שְׁלֹמהֹהֲרֵיזֶה,עַלאַתָּהתָּמֵהַּואְִםהַמִּשְׁכָּן.
רַבאָמַרמֵעַצְמוֹ.נבְִנהָהוּאהַמִּקְדָּשׁבֵּיתכְּשֶׁבָּנהָ

אֶתכְּשֶׁבָּנהָאוֹתוֹמְסַיּעְִיןהַכּלֹיוֹסֵי,רַבִּיבְּשֵׁםהוּנאָ
שֶׁכָּתוּבמִנּיַןִ,והְָרוּחוֹת,הַבְּרִיּוֹתהָאֱלֹהִים,בֵּית

מַסָּעשְׁלֵמָהאֶבֶןבְּהִבָּנתֹוֹוהְַבַּיתִז(:ו,א)מלכים
בַּבַּיתִנשְִׁמַעלֹאבַרְזֶלכְּלִיכָּלוהְַגַּרְזֶןוּמַקָּבוֹתנבְִנהָ

נסִִּיםבְּמַעֲשֵׂהלְפִיכָךְנבְִנהֶ,הָיהָמֵעַצְמוֹבְּהִבָּנתֹוֹ,
עָמַד,נסִִּיםבְּמַעֲשֵׂההַמִּשְׁכָּןכְּשֶׁהוּקַםוכְֵןנבְִנהָ.

הַמִּשְׁכָּן.אֶתויַּבִָיאוּהֱויֵ:

There were numerous wise men there, and they came
to Moses, but they were unable to erect it. As Solomon
said: “Many daughters have performed valiantly, but you

have surpassed [alit] them all” (Proverbs 31:29); as
Moses was the most excellent [meuleh] of them all. “But

you have surpassed them all.” Why? Because they
crafted the Tabernacle but were unable to put it

together. What did they do? Each and every one took
[the product of] his labor and they came to Moses. They
said: ‘Here are the boards, here are the bars.’ When
Moses saw them, the Divine Presence immediately
rested upon him and he erected it. Do not say that
Moses set it up; rather, miracles were performed

regarding the Tabernacle and it stood on its own, as it is
stated: “The Tabernacle was erected” (Exodus 40:17). If
you are astonished about this, note that when Solomon
built the Temple, it was built on its own. Rav Huna said
in the name of Rabbi Yosei: Everything assisted him
when he built the House of God, [including] the angels
and the spirits. From where is it derived? As it is written:

“The House, in its construction, was built of whole
stones that were transported; hammers, the axe, or any

iron tools were not heard in the House in its
construction” (I Kings 6:7). It was built on its own.

Therefore, it was built with miraculous acts. Likewise,
when the Tabernacle was erected, it was established

with miraculous acts. That is, “they brought the
Tabernacle.”

2. Charismatic Organizations

Shirley Sagawa and Deborah Jospin, The Charismatic Organization

...certain qualities of organizations are more important than charismatic leaders. Charismatic organizations attract
people by achieving powerful results and building a community that others want to join…they build strong social
capital. Social capital refers to a network of relationships that yield benefits to those who are part of the network.

These benefits flow from trust, norms of reciprocity, information flow, and cooperation embedded in these
relationships...These networks lead to other essential forms of capital—financial, human, and political—that allow
the organization to increase its impact and influence even more, beginning a continuing cycle of impact growth.

Saul Alinsky

Never do for someone what they can do for themselves.

Visit me at www.joshuarabin.com.
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