
Parashat Tzav: Shadow and Light
Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York1

Vayikra 8:33

תַח֩ הֶלוּמִפֶּ֩ ֹ֨ דא צְאוּ֙לֹ֤אמוֹעֵ֜ תתֵֽ יםשִׁבְעַ֣ דימִָ֔ י֣וֹםעַ֚
ימְלֹ֔את םימְֵ֖ ימִלֻּאֵיכֶ֑ תכִּ֚ יםשִׁבְעַ֣ אימִָ֔ אֶת־ידְֶכֶֽם׃ימְַלֵּ֖

[Moshe said to Aharon:] You shall not go outside the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting for seven days until the
day that your period of ordination is completed. Your

ordination will require seven days.

1. Brotherly Competition

Midrash Tanhuma Shemini 3:1

שֶׁהָיהָהַיּמִָיםשִׁבְעַתכָּללִבְרָכָה,זִכְרוֹנםָאָמְרוּ
לֵךְהוּא,בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁלוֹאָמַרבַּסְּנהֶ,משֶֹׁה

תִּשְׁלָחבְּידַנאָשְׁלַחלוֹ:אוֹמֵרוהְוּאבִּשְׁלִיחוּתִי.
הַקָּדוֹשׁלוֹאָמַרושְֵׁניִ.רִאשׁוֹןיוֹםכָּךְיג(.ד,)שמות
שְׁלַחלִיאוֹמֵרואְַתָּהלֵךְ,לְךָאוֹמֵראֲניִהוּא,בָּרוּךְ
לְךָ,פּוֹרֵעַאֲניִלְמָחָרחַיּיֶךָ,תִּשְׁלָח.בְּידַנאָ

שֶׁאַתָּהבְּעַצְמְךָסָבוּרתְּהֵאהַמִּשְׁכָּן,כְּשֶׁיּעֵָשֶׂה
לְאַהֲרןֹקְרָאלְךָ,אוֹמֵרואֲַניִגְּדוֹלָה,בִּכְהֻנּהָמְשַׁמֵּשׁ

וּלְבָניָו.לְאַהֲרןֹמשֶֹׁהקָרָאנאֱֶמַר:לְכָךְשֶׁיּשְַׁמֵּשׁ.
לְשׂבַעלְרָעָב.קְרִיאָהויְשֵׁלְשׂבַע,קְרִיאָהישֵׁאָמַר,
לו,)יחזקאלאוֹתוֹוהְִרְבֵּיתִיהַדָּגָןאֶלוקְָרָאתִימִנּיַןִ,
א(.ח,)מ״בלָרָעָבה'קָרָאכִּימִנּיַןִ,לְרָעָבכט(.

Our masters have said: All seven days when Moshe
was at the thornbush, the Holy One, blessed be He,

said to him, “Go on My mission”; but he was saying (in
Exod. 4:13), “Please make someone else Your agent.”

So was it the first and second day. The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to him, “I say to you, ‘Go,’ and you
say to Me, ‘Please make someone else Your agent?’ By
your life, I am paying you back. Someday soon, when
that tabernacle is being made, you will be thinking

privately that you should serve in the high priesthood;
but I am telling you, ‘Call Aharon to serve.’” It is

therefore stated (in Lev. 9:1), “Moshe called Aharon and
his sons.” There is a calling for abundance [and there

is] a calling for famine. Where is it shown [that there is a
calling] for abundance? Where it is stated (in Ezek.
36:29), “I will call for the grain and increase it.” And
where is it shown [that there is a calling] for famine?
[Where it is stated (in II Kings 8:1),] “for the Lord has

called for a famine.”

לְאַהֲרןֹ.משֶֹׁהקָרָאשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:לִגְדֻלָּה,קְרִיאָהישֵׁ
הוּא,בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁלִיאָמַרכָּךְמשֶֹׁה,לוֹאָמַר

יגַָעְתָּאַתָּהאַהֲרןֹ,לוֹאָמַרגָּדוֹל.כּהֵֹןלְמַנּוֹתְךָ
עַלאַףחַיּיֶךָ,לוֹ:אָמַרגָּדוֹל.כּהֵֹןנעֲַשֶׂהואֲַניִבַּמִּשְׁכָּן
נעֲַשֶׂה.אֲניִכְּאִלּוּגָּדוֹל,כּהֵֹןנעֲַשֶׂהשֶׁאַתָּהפִּי
בִּגְדֻלָּתְךָ.שָׂמֵחַאֲניִכָּךְבַּגְּדֻלָּה,לִישֶׁשָּׂמַחְתָּשֶׁכְּשֵׁם

There is a calling for greatness, as stated (in Lev. 9:1),
“Moshe called [Aharon].” Moshe told him, “The Holy

One, blessed be He, has told me to ordain you as high
priest.” Aharon said to him, “You have labored on the
tabernacle, so shall I be made high priest?” He said to
him, “By your life, even though you are being made high
priest, it is as if I were being made [high priest]; for just
as you were glad for me in my greatness, so I am glad

for you in your greatness.”

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



Aviva Zornberg, The Hidden Order of Intimacy: Reflections on the Book of Leviticus, 42

The midrash proposes that Moshe is punished for his original resistance to God’s call: since he has “disappointed”
God, he will experience his own disappointment by having his expectations thwarted; he will play the priestly role
for seven days, only to yield it thereafter to Aharon…However, the midrashic narrative focuses on the mutual

nobility with which Moshe and Aharon deal with this situation. Aharon empathizes with Moshe’s loss and Moshe
remembers how generously Aharon had responded, after the Burning Bush, to Moshe’s rise to power, he now finds

it in himself to be equally magnanimous in his own moment of disappointment.

Rabbeinu Bahya on Vayikra 8:33

לואמרוכןידכם.אתימלאימיםשבעתכי
אתתמלאימיםשבעתתצוה,ואתהבסדרהקב"ה
שבעההמלואיםימיהיוהקבלהדרךועלידם.
שלדוגמתוידעתכברכיהידועים,השבעהכנגד
כעניןע"המשההתנבאשמתוכומהוגדולכהן

זרועמשהלימיןמוליךס״ג:י״ב()ישעיהושכתוב
באהרןשיטפלמשהנצטוהולכךתפארתו,

משמןויצקלמעלההזכירכןכיושימשחנו,
ולכךלקדשו,אותווימשחאהרןראשעלהמשחה
דוגמתםכישלמות,לשוןמלואים,ימינקראו
שבעתכלשמשמשהכיידעתוכברהכל,שלמות

משהידיעלאהרןשלכהונתווחנוךהמלואיםימי
זה.והבןהיתה,

ידכםאתימלאימיםשבעתכי , “for you shall be inaugurated
for a period of seven days.” God had said something

similar when the Torah wrote: ”For seven days you shall
inaugurate them.” A kabbalistic approach: The days of
inauguration were seven, and the people had already
realized the significance of the seven garments of the
High Priest (the trousers were not a specific garment of
the High Priest). We read, “Who made His glorious arm
march at the right side of Moshe.” This is a reference to
Moshe, who trained Aharon and gave him some of his
prophetic powers. And this is why Moshe had to anoint
Aharon. During these seven days, Moshe performed

the High Priest’s duties (dressed only in a white tunic) to
confer all this sanctity upon Aharon. Rabbi Abba said
that seeing Moshe was firmly rooted in the holy place
when all this power stemmed, he could transfer this

sanctity to Aharon. This is why the Torah wrote earlier,
“he poured from the oil of anointment on Aharon’s head,
and he anointed him and sanctified him.” This is also
why these inauguration days were described as “days

of perfection, or perfecting.”

Aviva Zornberg, The Hidden Order of Intimacy: Reflections on the Book of Leviticus, 43

Moshe’s unease with being invoked by God at the Burning Bush and the midrashic narratives about the mutual
generosity displayed by the brothers imply an intimate struggle with a kind of idolatry. If Moshe is later called “the

most humble” of all men, perhaps this humility is a function of the hidden ethical work that the
midrash gestures at here.

2. Shadow and Light

Parker J. Palmer, Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation, Kindle Locations 728-730

.Leadership is hard work for which one is regularly criticized and rarely rewarded, so it is understandable that we
need to bolster ourselves selves with positive thoughts. But by failing to look at our shadows, we feed a dangerous
delusion that leaders too often indulge: that our efforts are always well intended, our power is always benign, and

the problem is always in those difficult people whom we are trying to lead!

Ann Belford Ulanov and Barry Ulanov, The Healing Imagination: The Meeting of Psyche and Soul, 97

Burnout and burn-up join. The unlived life that we refuse to live, like the helper who claims to be all good, with
nothing bad, just a bundle of help, ignores the hidden power-motive in so much of our helping. That life waiting to

be lived seeps into our relations with those we are out to help and poisons them, hurting all of us,
reducing the help to nothing.

Visit me at www.joshuarabin.com.
2

http://www.joshuarabin.com

