\ CENTER
OF ISRAEL

Judaism With Open Arms

Parashat Toledot: Why Do | Exist?
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Bereishit 25:21-22
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But the children struggled in Rivka’s womb, and she
said, “If so, why do | exist?” She went to

inquire of GOD,

1. Why Do | Exist?

Rashi on Bereishit 25:22
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And she said, “If the pain of pregnancy be so great,
DX Nt nn? why is it that | longed and prayed to
become pregnant?” (Genesis Rabbah 63:6).

lbn Ezra on Bereishit 25:22
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...Rivka asked women who had children if they had had

a similar experience. They responded that they did not.

Rivka then said, if it, namely, the manner and custom of

pregnancy, be so as they said, wherefore do | undergo
such an abnormal pregnancy.

Ramban on Bereishit 25:22
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And she said, “If so, why do | exist?”: ”If the pain of
pregnancy is so great, lamah zeh anochi (why did )
pray for and aspire to pregnancy?” Thus Rashi. But it is
not correct. Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra says that she
asked the women if they had experienced such pains,
and they said, “No,” whereupon she said, “If the matter
and custom of pregnancy be as they said, lamah zeh
anochi, why am | beset with an unusual pregnancy?”
According to this exposition, the verse is missing and
incomplete. The correct interpretation, in my opinion, is
that she said, “If it shall be so with me, lamah zeh
anochi, [why am | in the world]? Would that | did not
exist, that | should die or never have come into
existence.” This is similar to the verse, | should have
been as though | had not been.

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




Seforno on Bereishit 25:22
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already are at each other’s throats, | have reason to be
afraid that one of them will die so that | endanger myself

And she said: After it is a fact that these fetuses

by giving birth to them, causing one of them to be
stillborn. “Why do | exist?” Why were my relatives so
concerned that it would be | who provide the seed for
Yitzchok when they said naan '9%x7 "n nx, “may it be
you who will be the source of millions.” (24,60) Also,
why did my husband insist that | become the
mother of his children?

Hizkuni on Bereishit 25:22

NN"R DIX AT N7 2N VY 21T D DX
TIY 2120K K71 T NIMRY *7 N 0'N2
DTN WY

If so, “if there is so much pain involved in pregnancy,
why do | have to remain alive?” | prefer to die
immediately and avoid suffering the pains
of pregnancy and birth.

Keli Yakar on Bereishit 25:22
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"The children agitated within her..." This agitation
happened when she would pass by the entrance of the
Beit ha-Midrash of Shem and Ever. Yaakov struggled to
come out, and Esav grasped his hand. And when she
would pass by the entrance of the house of idols, Esav
struggled to come out, and Yaakov grasped his hand.
But she did not reason out the matter this way, but
rather that she had only one fetus in her belly, that
wanted to come out whether for a beit midrash or for a
house of idols. If true, chas v'shalom, perhaps there are
two authorities in existence! Therefore, she said, "why
am | thus?", if | am just like all the other women who
worship idols? What advantage do | have over them if,
chas v'shalom, there are two authorities in existence?
Therefore, "she went to inquire of ha-Shem," meaning,
to inquire after the existence of God

and God's essence.

2. Rebecca’s Encounter with God

Dr. Judy Klitsner, Subversive Sequels in the Bible, 143-144

Perhaps encouraged by Isaac’s love and by his inclusion of her in his prayers, Rivka initiates an encounter with
God that breaks the mold of godly exclusion cast by both Sarah and the Ishah [Eve] of the Garden of Eden...For
the first and only time in the annals of Genesis, God delivers a verbal response to a woman in need...But Rivka’s
prophetic interlude proves to be an isolated experience for her. Following this encounter, she will not meet God
again. Thus, this portion of Rivka’s story is only a temporary digression from a growing

move toward greater marginalization.

Dr. Malka Zeiger Simkovich, “Parashat Toledot: Rebecca’s Character,” TheTorah.com

Rebecca’s legacy in early Jewish interpretation, it seems, depended largely on the degree to which interpreters
believed that her womanhood made her unavoidably secondary to her husband, Isaac, in leadership.
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