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Shemot 28:30 

שֶׁן ונְתַָתָּ֞ ֹ֣ ט אֶל־ח ים אֶת־הָאוּרִים֙ הַמִּשְׁפָּ֗  ואְֶת־הַתֻּמִּ֔
ב והְָיוּ֙ ן עַל־לֵ֣ ֹ֔ י בְּבאֹ֖וֹ אַהֲר ה לִפְנֵ֣ א יהְוָֹ֑ ן ונְשָָׂ֣ ֹ֠ הֲר  אַ֠

ט ל אֶת־מִשְׁפַּ֨ ה לִפְנֵ֥י עַל־לִבּ֛וֹ בְּניֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֧ יד׃ יהְוָֹ֖   תָּמִֽ

Inside the breastpiece of decision you shall place the 
Urim and Thummim, so that they are over Aaron’s heart 

when he comes before GOD. Thus Aaron shall carry 
the instrument of decision for the Israelites over his 

heart before GOD at all times. 
 

1.​ Shared Leadership 
 

 

Midrash Tanhuma, Shemot 27 

 שֶׁאָמַר זֶה הַמִּדְבָּרָה. משֶֹׁה לִקְרַאת לֵךְ אַחֵר, דָּבָר
 ישְִׂרָאֵל א(. ח, ש‎)שה״ לִי כְּאָח יתִֶּנךְָ מִי הַכָּתוּב:

 לִי. כְּאָח יתִֶּנךְָ מִי הוּא, בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ לִפְניֵ אוֹמְרִין
 שׂוֹנאֵ קַיןִ לָזֶה. זֶה שׂוֹנאְִים הָאַחִים כָּל מוֹצֵא, אַתְּ

 וגְוֹ' אָחִיו הֶבֶל אֶל קַיןִ ויַּקָָם שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: לְהֶבֶל,
 שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: לְיצְִחָק, שׂוֹנאֵ ישְִׁמָעֵאל ח(. ד, )בראשית

 כא, )בראשית וגְוֹ' הַמִּצְרִית הָגָר בֶּן אֶת שָׂרָה ותֵַּרֶא
 יקָוּמוּ שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: לְהָרְגוֹ, שֶׁבִּקֵּשׁ אֶלָּא מְצַחֵק ואְֵין ט(.

 שׂוֹנאֵ עֵשָׂו יד(. ב, ב‎)ש״ ויִשַׂחֲקוּ הַנּעְָרִים נאָ
 )בראשית וגְוֹ' בְּלִבּוֹ עֵשָׂו ויַּאֹמֶר שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: לְיעֲַקבֹ,

 ויַּשְִׂנאְוּ שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: לְיוֹסֵף, שָׂנאְוּ הַשְּׁבָטִים, מא(. כז,
 ישְִׂרָאֵל אָמְרוּ אָח וּכְאֵיזֶה ד(. לז, )בראשית אתֹוֹ

 הִנּהֵ שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: ואְַהֲרןֹ, כְּמשֶֹׁה הוּא, בָּרוּךְ לְהַקָּדוֹשׁ
 )תהלים יחַָד גַּם אַחִים שֶׁבֶת נּעִָים וּמַה טּוֹב מַה

 זֶה. אֶת זֶה וּמְחַבְּבִין אוֹהֲבִין שֶׁהָיוּ א(. קלג,
 אֶת ואְַהֲרןֹ הַמַּלְכוּת אֶת משֶֹׁה שֶׁנּטַָל שֶׁבְּשָׁעָה

 זֶה שְׂמֵחִים הָיוּ אֶלָּא זֶה, אֶת זֶה שָׂנאְוּ לֹא הַכְּהֻנּהָ,
   זֶה. בִּגְדֻלַּת וזְֶה זֶה בִּגְדֻלַּת

Another comment upon the verse And the Lord said 
to Aaron: “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses” 
(Exod. 4:27). Scripture says elsewhere in reference to 
this verse: O that thou wert as my brother (Song 8:1). 
The Israelites said to the Holy One, blessed be He:, O 

that thou wert as my brother, yet you find that all 
brothers hated each other. Cain hated Abel, as it is 

said: And Cain rose up against Abel his brother (Gen. 
4:8). Ishmael hated Isaac, as is said: And Sarah saw 
the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne 

unto Abraham, making sport (Gen. 21:9). Making sport 
implies, in this instance, that he wanted to kill him, as it 
is said: Let the young men, I pray thee, arise and make 
sport before us (II Sam. 2:14). Esau hated Jacob, as is 
said: And Esau said in his heart, etc. (Gen. 27:41). And 

the tribes hated Joseph, as it is said: And they hated 
him (Gen. 37:4). But in this instance the Israelites asked 

of the Holy One, blessed be He: Do you mean like 
Moses and Aaron, of whom it is said: Behold how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 

unity (Ps. 133:1)? They loved and cherished each other. 
At the time that Moses took the kingship and Aaron the 
priesthood, they bore no resentment toward each other. 

In fact, they rejoiced in each other’s exalted role. 

 לְמשֶֹׁה הוּא בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ שֶׁאָמַר שֶׁבְּשָׁעָה לְךָ, תֵּדַע
 בְּידַ נאָ שְׁלַח לוֹ ואְָמַר פַּרְעהֹ אֵצֶל בִּשְׁלִיחוּתוֹ שֶׁילֵֵךְ

 לֵילֵךְ. רָצָה שֶׁלֹּא משֶֹׁה עִכֵּב שֶׁמָּא סָבוּר אַתְּ תִּשְׁלָח,
 שֶׁלֹּא עַד משֶֹׁה: אָמַר לְאַהֲרןֹ. כִּמְכַבֵּד אֶלָּא כֵּן, אֵינוֹ

 בְּמִצְרַיםִ לָהֶם מִתְנבֵַּא אָחִי אַהֲרןֹ הָיהָ עָמַדְתִּי,
 בְּאֶרֶץ לָהֶם ואִָוָּדַע שֶׁכָּתוּב: הוּא שָׁנהָ. שְׁמוֹניִם

A proof of this is that when the Holy One, blessed be 
He, told Moses to go to Pharaoh as His messenger, he 
replied: O Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him 

whom Thou wilt sent (Exod. 4:13). Put out of your mind 
the thought that Moses was distressed because he was 

not willing to go. That is not so. He actually was 
concerned about Aaron’s prestige. Moses said: Before I 
was designated (to go), my brother Aaron prophesied in 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

 

 מִתְנבֵַּא הָיהָ שֶׁאַהֲרןֹ וּמִנּיַןִ ה(. כ, )יחזקאל מִצְרָיםִ
 אֱלֹהִים אִישׁ ויַּבָאֹ אוֹמֵר: הוּא שֶׁכָּךְ בְּמִצְרַיםִ? לָהֶם
 אֶל נגְִלֵיתִי הֲנגְִלֹה ה' אָמַר כּהֹ אֵלָיו ויַּאֹמֶר עֵלִי אֶל
 אָמַר כו(. ב, א‎)ש״ וגְוֹ' בְּמִצְרַיםִ בִּהְיוֹתָם אָבִיךָ בֵּית

 מִתְנבֵַּא, אָחִי אַהֲרןֹ הָיהָ הָאֵלּוּ הַשָּׁניִם כָּל משֶֹׁה:
 לְכָךְ מֵצֵר, ויְהְִיהֶ אָחִי שֶׁל בִּתְחוּמוֹ נכְִנסָ אֲניִ ועְַכְשָׁו
 הוּא בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ לוֹ אָמַר לֵילֵךְ. רוֹצֶה הָיהָ לֹא

 שֶׁאֵינוֹ דַּי לֹא זֶה, בְּדָבָר לְאַהֲרןֹ אִכְפַּת לֹא לְמשֶֹׁה:
 הִנּהֵ וגְַם לוֹ: שֶׁאָמַר לְךָ, תֵּדַע שָׂמֵחַ, עוֹד אֶלָּא מֵצֵר
 אוֹמֵר אֵינוֹ בְּלִבּוֹ. ושְָׂמַח ורְָאֲךָ לִקְרָאתֶךָ יוֹצֵא הוּא

 בְּלִבּוֹ. ושְָׂמַח אֶלָּא בִּלְבַד, שָׂמַח אוֹ בְּפִיו ושְָׂמַח

Egypt for them for eighty years, as it is written: And I 
made known to them in the land of Egypt (Exod. 20:5). 

How do we know that Aaron prophesied for them in 
Egypt? We know this from the verse: And there came a 
man of God unto Eli and said unto him: “Thus saith the 
Lord: Did I reveal Myself unto the house of thy father, 

when they were in Egypt?” (I Sam. 2:27). It was for this 
reason that Moses said: Throughout all these years my 
brother prophesied, and if I should now intrude into his 
area (of service) he will be deeply distressed. That is 
why Moses did not wish to go. The Holy One, blessed 
be He, replied to Moses: Aaron will not be offended. In 

fact, not only will he not be displeased, but he will 
rejoice. You know this is so, for He said to him: And 
also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee; when he 
seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart (Exod. 4:14). It 
does not say “he will be glad with his mouth” or simply 

“he will be glad,” but rather, he will glad to see him,  
in his heart. 

 בִּגְדֻלַּת שֶׁשָּׂמַח הַלֵּב יוֹחַאי: בַּר שִׁמְעוֹן רַבִּי אָמַר
 שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: ותְֻמִּים, אוּרִים ויְלְִבַּשׁ ויְשְִׂמַח יבָוֹא אָחִיו,
 הַתֻּמִּים ואְֶת הָאוּרִים אֶת הַמִּשְׁפָּט חשֶֹׁן אֶל ונְתַָתָּ
 הִנּהֵ וגְַם הֱויֵ, ל(. כח, )שמות אַהֲרןֹ לֵב עַל והְָיוּ
 קִבֵּל כָּךְ, לוֹ שֶׁאָמַר כֵּיוןָ וגְוֹ'. לִקְרָאתֶךָ יוֹצֵא הוּא
 אַהֲרןֹ עַל הוּא בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ נגְִלָה מִיּדָ לֵילֵךְ. עָלָיו

 לִי, כְּאָח יתִֶּנךְָ מִי הֱויֵ, משֶֹׁה. לִקְרַאת לֵךְ לוֹ: ואְָמַר
 ויַּפְִגְּשֵׁהוּ אֶשָּׁקְךָ, בַחוּץ אֶמְצָאֲךָ וּכְאַהֲרןֹ, כְּמשֶֹׁה

 לוֹ. ויַּשִַּׁק הָאֱלֹהִים בְּהַר

R. Simeon the son of Yohai said: The heart that rejoices 
in the importance of his brother will ultimately rejoice in 
his own role, and as it is said: And thou shalt put on the 
breastplate of judgment, the Urim and Thummin; and 

they shall be put upon Aaron’s heart (ibid. 28:13). 
Therefore, Behold, he cometh forth to meet thee implies 

that when he told him that (Aaron would be glad) he 
agreed to go. Immediately the Holy One, blessed be 
He, revealed Himself unto Aaron and said to him: Go 

into the wilderness to meet Moses. Hence, O that thou 
wert as my brother refers to the kind of brothers Moses 
and Aaron were to each other. When I would find thee 
without, I would kiss thee (Song 8:1) indicates that he 
met him at the mountain of the Holy One, blessed be 

He, and kissed him. 
 
 

2.​ Who Licked My Cookie? 
 

Robert I. Sutton and Huggy Rao, The Friction Project, 109-110 

The term cookie licking is inspired by sneaky children who lick all the cookies to deter their friends and family from 
eating them. Urban Dictionary defines it as “the act of calling ‘dibs’ on something long before you actually intend to 

do it.” Cookie lickers take resources, projects, and decisions away from others, even when they have less 
expertise, time, or interest in such things… 

Cookie licking is pervasive in organizational life, doing minor harm when people reserve conference rooms they 
never use or take slices of cake they never eat. Putting up one of these no-trespassing signs does more damage 

when leaders insist on doing work or being involved in decisions but are so busy or put such chores so low on their 
priority list that their inaction slows progress and drives people crazy. Beware of deluding yourself into believing 

that only you can do the job right, calling dibs, and jamming up the works. 
 

Big Question: What might those who wrote this midrash be trying to achieve by 
emphasizing that Moshe and Aharon could share power? 
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