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Judaism With Open Arms

Parashat Tetzaveh: Who Licked My Cookie?

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Shemot 28:30
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Inside the breastpiece of decision you shall place the
Urim and Thummim, so that they are over Aaron’s heart
when he comes before GOD. Thus Aaron shall carry
the instrument of decision for the Israelites over his
heart before GOD at all times.

1. Shared Leadership

Midrash Tanhuma, Shemot 27
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Another comment upon the verse And the Lord said
to Aaron: “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses”
(Exod. 4:27). Scripture says elsewhere in reference to
this verse: O that thou wert as my brother (Song 8:1).
The Israelites said to the Holy One, blessed be He:, O

that thou wert as my brother, yet you find that all
brothers hated each other. Cain hated Abel, as it is
said: And Cain rose up against Abel his brother (Gen.
4:8). Ishmael hated Isaac, as is said: And Sarah saw
the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne
unto Abraham, making sport (Gen. 21:9). Making sport
implies, in this instance, that he wanted to kill him, as it
is said: Let the young men, | pray thee, arise and make
sport before us (Il Sam. 2:14). Esau hated Jacob, as is
said: And Esau said in his heart, etc. (Gen. 27:41). And
the tribes hated Joseph, as it is said: And they hated
him (Gen. 37:4). But in this instance the Israelites asked
of the Holy One, blessed be He: Do you mean like

Moses and Aaron, of whom it is said: Behold how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in

unity (Ps. 133:1)? They loved and cherished each other.

At the time that Moses took the kingship and Aaron the

priesthood, they bore no resentment toward each other.

In fact, they rejoiced in each other’s exalted role.

NYN7 RN N2 WiTEn MRY NYYaY 37 v
T2 K N7 7 MK YYD 7YX ININT7Ya 771
277 DY N7Y DY 12y XRY 1120 DX ,N7YN
N7Y TY NN NKR DR T2 XN, N
DI¥NA DN NN 'NX DX N, ATY
YIX2 D7 VTRI 2MNY RN .Y DINY

A proof of this is that when the Holy One, blessed be
He, told Moses to go to Pharaoh as His messenger, he
replied: O Lord, send, | pray thee, by the hand of him
whom Thou wilt sent (Exod. 4:13). Put out of your mind
the thought that Moses was distressed because he was
not willing to go. That is not so. He actually was
concerned about Aaron’s prestige. Moses said: Before |
was designated (to go), my brother Aaron prophesied in

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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Egypt for them for eighty years, as it is written: And /
made known to them in the land of Egypt (Exod. 20:5).
How do we know that Aaron prophesied for them in
Egypt? We know this from the verse: And there came a
man of God unto Eli and said unto him: “Thus saith the
Lord: Did I reveal Myself unto the house of thy father,
when they were in Egypt?” (I Sam. 2:27). It was for this
reason that Moses said: Throughout all these years my
brother prophesied, and if | should now intrude into his
area (of service) he will be deeply distressed. That is
why Moses did not wish to go. The Holy One, blessed
be He, replied to Moses: Aaron will not be offended. In
fact, not only will he not be displeased, but he will
rejoice. You know this is so, for He said to him: And
also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee; when he
seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart (Exod. 4:14). It
does not say “he will be glad with his mouth” or simply
“he will be glad,” but rather, he will glad to see him,
in his heart.
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R. Simeon the son of Yohai said: The heart that rejoices
in the importance of his brother will ultimately rejoice in

his own role, and as it is said: And thou shalt put on the
breastplate of judgment, the Urim and Thummin; and

they shall be put upon Aaron’s heart (ibid. 28:13).

Therefore, Behold, he cometh forth to meet thee implies
that when he told him that (Aaron would be glad) he
agreed to go. Immediately the Holy One, blessed be
He, revealed Himself unto Aaron and said to him: Go
into the wilderness to meet Moses. Hence, O that thou
wert as my brother refers to the kind of brothers Moses
and Aaron were to each other. When | would find thee
without, | would kiss thee (Song 8:1) indicates that he
met him at the mountain of the Holy One, blessed be

He, and kissed him.

2. Who Licked My Cookie?

Robert I. Sutton and Huggy Rao, The Friction Project, 109-110

The term cookie licking is inspired by sneaky children who lick all the cookies to deter their friends and family from
eating them. Urban Dictionary defines it as “the act of calling ‘dibs’ on something long before you actually intend to
do it.” Cookie lickers take resources, projects, and decisions away from others, even when they have less
expertise, time, or interest in such things...

Cookie licking is pervasive in organizational life, doing minor harm when people reserve conference rooms they
never use or take slices of cake they never eat. Putting up one of these no-trespassing signs does more damage
when leaders insist on doing work or being involved in decisions but are so busy or put such chores so low on their
priority list that their inaction slows progress and drives people crazy. Beware of deluding yourself into believing
that only you can do the job right, calling dibs, and jamming up the works.

Big Question: What might those who wrote this midrash be trying to achieve by
emphasizing that Moshe and Aharon could share power?
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