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Parashat Tetzaveh: Everlasting Love

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Shemot 27:20-21
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You shall further instruct the Israelites to bring you clear
oil of beaten olives for lighting, for kindling lamps
regularly. Aaron and his sons shall set them up in the
Tent of Meeting, outside the curtain which is over [the
Ark of] the Pact, [to burn] from evening to morning
before God. It shall be a due from the Israelites for all
time, throughout the ages.

1. The Light of the Oil

Midrash Shemot Rabbah 36:3
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Another matter, “a flourishing olive tree,” see how words
of Torah illuminate for a person when he engages in
them, but anyone who does not engage and does not
know, stumbles. This is analogous to one who is
standing in the darkness; if he attempts to walk, he
encounters a stone and stumbles over it, or he
encounters a sewage pit, falls in, and bangs his face on
the ground. Why? Because he does not have a lamp in
his hand. So too, a layman who does not have words of
Torah which him encounters a transgression, stumbles,
and dies, as the Divine Spirit cries out: “He will die for
lack of admonishment” (Proverbs 5:23), and
admonishment is nothing other than Torah, as it is
stated: “Hold fast to admonition, do not let go;
[safeguard it, as it is your life]” (Proverbs 4:13). Why
does he die? Because he does not know Torah and he
goes and sins, as it is stated: “The way of the wicked is
like blackness; they do not know on what they stumble”
(Proverbs 4:19).
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But those who engage in Torah, they illuminate
everywhere. This is analogous to one who is standing in
blackness with a lamp in his hand; he sees a stone and
he does not stumble, he sees a sewage pit, but does
not fall. Why? Because he has a lamp in his hand, as it
is stated: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for
my path” (Psalms 119:105). Likewise, “If you run, you
will not stumble,” (Proverbs 4:12). Likewise, “The soul
of man is the lamp of the Lord” (Proverbs 20:27). The
Holy One blessed be He said: ‘Let My lamp be in your

hand and your lamp in My hand.” What is the lamp of

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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the Holy One blessed be He? It is the Torah, as it is
stated: “For the mitzvah is a lamp, the Torah is light”
(Proverbs 6:23). What is “for the mitzvah is a lamp”? It
is that anyone who fulfills a mitzvah is as though he
kindles a lamp before the Holy One blessed be He, and
sustains his soul, which is called a lamp, as it is stated:
“The soul of man is the lamp of the Lord.”
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What is “Torah is light*? Many times a person desires in
his heart to fulfill a mitzvah, and the evil inclination that
is within him says: ‘What is in it for you to fulfill a
mitzvah and lose your property? Instead of giving to
others, give to your children.” The good inclination says
to him: ‘Give it for a mitzvah.” See what is written: “For
the mitzvah is a lamp” — just as this lamp, when it is
kindled, even thousands upon thousands of wax and
tallow candles are kindled from it, its light remains
undiminished. So, anyone who gives for a mitzvah does
not lose his property. That is why it says: “For the
mitzvah is a lamp, the Torah is light.”

Bavli Berakhot 57a
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One who sees olives in a dream, and they are small,
it is a sign that his business will flourish, increase,
and be durable like olives. However, the Gemara
adds a caveat, saying that this applies only when he
sees the fruit of an olive tree; but, one who sees olive
trees, it is a sign that he will have many children, as
it is stated: “Your children like olive plants, round
about your table” (Psalms 128:3). Some say that one
who sees an olive tree in a dream, it is a sign that a
good reputation will spread for him, as it is stated:
“The Lord called your name a leafy olive tree, fair with
goodly fruit” (Jeremiah 11:16). One who sees olive
oil in a dream should anticipate the light of Torah,
as it is stated: “That they bring unto you pure olive
oil beaten for the light” (Exodus 27:20). One who sees
palm trees [temarim] in a dream has seen a sign that
his transgressions have ceased, as it is stated:
“Your iniquity is finished, O daughter of Zion”
(Lamentations 4:22), as the Gemara likens temara,
date, to tam ra, evil has ceased.

2. Everlasting Love

Rabbi Shai Held, “Parashat Tetzaveh: Between Ecstasy and Constancy,” The Heart of Torah, Volume 1

What is true of the service of God is true of any relational commitment we make:
We commit that we will be present even when the spirit does not so move us...At a certain point in the unfolding of
a relationship, we discover that love is an emotion and an existential commitment. We decide that we will love
even in moments when we are not overcome with feeling.

Bell Hooks, All About Love: New Visions

A generous heart is always open, always ready to receive our going and coming. Amid such love, we need never
to fear abandonment. This is the most precious gift true love offers; the experience of knowing we always belong.
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