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Shemot 25:40 

ה ה וּרְאֵ֖ ם ועֲַשֵׂ֑ בְניִתָ֔ ה בְּתַ֨ ה אֲשֶׁר־אַתָּ֥  Note well, and follow the patterns for them that are   בָּהָֽר׃ מׇרְאֶ֖
being shown to you on the mountain. 

 

1.​ The Blueprints for the Mishkan 
 

Shemot Rabbah 35:3 

 לְמַעְלָה כְּתִיב מַה הַקְּרָשִׁים, אֶת ועְָשִׂיתָ אַחֵר, דָּבָר
 משֶׁה וכְִי ועֲַשֵׂה, וּרְאֵה מ(: כה, )שמות הָעִניְןָ מִן

 ועְָשָׂה א(: לו, )שמות כְתִיב והֲַלוֹא הַמִּשְׁכָּן אֶת עָשָׂה
 משֶׁה אֶלָּא לֵב, חֲכַם אִישׁ וכְלֹ ואְָהֳלִיאָב בְצַלְאֵל
 לִתֵּן רַבּוֹתֵינוּ אָמְרוּ מִכָּאן לְמַעֲשֶׂה, וּבְצַלְאֵל לְתַלְמוּד

 שֶׁעָשָׂה בְּמשֶׁה מָצִינוּ שֶׁכֵּן כָּעוֹשֶׂה, לַמְּעַשֶׂה שָׂכָר
 הַקָּדוֹשׁ עָלָיו והְֶעֱלָה הַמִּשְׁכָּן, לִמְלֶאכֶת בְּצַלְאֵל

 הימים )דברי שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר עֲשָׂאוֹ, הוּא כְּאִלּוּ הוּא בָּרוּךְ
 בַּמִּדְבָּר. משֶׁה עָשָׂה אֲשֶׁר ה' וּמִשְׁכַּן כט(: כא, א

Another matter, “You shall craft the boards,” what is 
written before this matter? “See and craft” (Exodus 

25:40). Was it Moses who crafted the Tabernacle? Is it 
not written: “Betzalel and Oholiav and every 

wise-hearted man crafted”? (Exodus 36:1). Rather, it 
was Moses in theory and Betzalel in practice. From 
here our Rabbis said to give reward to the one who 
causes the action to be performed like the one who 

performed it, as we find in Moses’s regard that Betzalel 
performed the labor of the Tabernacle, but the Holy One 

blessed be He ascribed to him [Moses] as though he 
had performed it, as it is stated: “The Tabernacle of the 

Lord that Moses had crafted in the wilderness” (I 
Chronicles 21:29). 

 

Shemot Rabbah 35:6 

 רַבִּי אָמַר לַמִּשְׁכָּן, הַקְּרָשִׁים אֶת ועְָשִׂיתָ אַחֵר, דָּבָר
 לְבֶן אָמַר נאֶָה, אִיקוֹניִן לוֹ שֶׁהָיהָ לְמֶלֶךְ מָשָׁל אָבִין

 אֵיךְ הַמֶּלֶךְ אֲדוֹניִ לוֹ אָמַר כְּמוֹתָהּ. לִי עֲשֵׂה בֵּיתוֹ
 בְּסַמְּמָניֶךָ אַתָּה לוֹ אָמַר כְּמוֹתָהּ, לַעֲשׂוֹת אֲניִ יכָוֹל
 לְמשֶׁה, הוּא בָּרוּךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ אָמַר כָּךְ בִּכְבוֹדִי. ואֲַניִ

 רִבּוֹן לְפָניָו אָמַר ועֲַשֵׂה, וּרְאֵה מ(: כה, )שמות
 לוֹ אָמַר כָּאֵלּוּ, לַעֲשׂוֹת יכָוֹל שֶׁאֲניִ אֲניִ אֱלוֹהַּ הָעוֹלָם

 וּבְאַרְגָּמָן בִּתְכֵלֶת כְּתַבְניִתָם, מ(: כה, )שמות
 עֲשֵׂה כָּךְ לְמַעְלָה רוֹאֶה שֶׁאַתָּה וּכְשֵׁם שָׁניִ, ותְוֹלַעַת
 עמְֹדִים, שִׁטִּים עֲצֵי טו(: כו, )שמות שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר לְמַטָּה,
 כְּאוֹתָהּ תַּעֲשֶׂה ואְִם מַעְלָה, שֶׁל בָּאִיסְטְרַטְיאָ כַּנּתָוּן
 מַעְלָה שֶׁל סַנקְְלִיטִין מֵניִחַ אֲניִ לְמַטָּה, מַעְלָה שֶׁל

 )ישעיה לְּמַעְלָן מַה לְמַטָּה, בֵּיניֵכֶם שְׁכִינתִָי וּמַשְׁרֶה
 שִׁטִּים עֲצֵי לְמַטָּה אַף עמְֹדִים, שְׂרָפִים ב(: ו,

Another matter, “You shall craft the boards for the 
Tabernacle.” Rabbi Avin said: This is analogous to a 

king who had a fine visage. He said to a member of his 
household: ‘Create me [a portrait] like it.’ He said to 

him: ‘My lord king, I cannot create one like it.’ He said to 
him: ‘You with your paints and I with my glory.’ So too, 
the Holy One blessed be He said to Moses: “See and 
craft” (Exodus 25:40). He said before Him: ‘Master of 
the universe, am I a god that I can craft [vessels] like 
these?’ He said to him: “In their form” (Exodus 25:40); 
with sky blue and purple and scarlet wool. Just as you 
see above, so craft below, as it is stated: “Acacia wood 

standing upright”; just as it is in the heavenly host. If 
you craft it below as it is above, I will leave My supernal 
entourage and rest My Divine Presence in your midst 
below. Just as above, “seraphs are standing” (Isaiah 

6:2), so, below, “acacia wood standing upright”; just as 
there are stars above, so, too, below. Rabbi Ḥiyya bar 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

 

 אָמַר כֵּן. לְמַטָּן אַף כּוֹכָבִים, לְּמַעְלָה מַה עמְֹדִים,
 נרְִאִין זָהָב קַרְסֵי שֶׁהָיוּ מְלַמֵּד אַבָּא, בַּר חִיּיָא רַבִּי

 בָּרָקִיעַ. הַנּרְִאִים כְּכוֹכָבִים בַּמִּשְׁכָּן

Abba said: It teaches that the golden hooks in the 
Tabernacle appeared like the stars visible in the sky. 

 

 

Bavli Menahot 29a 

 אֵשׁ שֶׁל אָרוֹן אוֹמֵר יהְוּדָה בְּרַבִּי יוֹסֵי רַבִּי תַּניְאָ
 הַשָּׁמַיםִ מִן ירְָדוּ אֵשׁ שֶׁל וּמְנוֹרָה אֵשׁ שֶׁל ושְֻׁלְחָן

 מ( כה, )שְׁמוֹת שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר כְּמוֹתָם ועְָשָׂה משֶֹׁה ורְָאָה
 בָּהָר. מָרְאֶה אַתָּה אֲשֶׁר כְּתַבְניִתָם ועֲַשֵׂה וּרְאֵה

 

Another matter, “You shall craft the boards,” what is 
written before this matter? “See and craft” (Exodus 

25:40). Was it Moses who crafted the Tabernacle? Is it 
not written: “Betzalel and Oholiav and every 

wise-hearted man crafted”? (Exodus 36:1). Rather, it 
was Moses in theory and Betzalel in practice. From 
here our Rabbis said to give reward to the one who 
causes the action to be performed like the one who 

performed it, as we find in Moses’s regard that Betzalel 
performed the labor of the Tabernacle, but the Holy One 

blessed be He ascribed to him [Moses] as though he 
had performed it, as it is stated: “The Tabernacle of the 

Lord that Moses had crafted in the wilderness” (I 
Chronicles 21:29). 

 

Ibn Ezra on Shemot 25:40 

 חֲכָמִים אֲנשִָׁים בִּדּוּרֵינוּ ישֵׁ כִּי לְךָ רָמַזְתִּי זֶה וּבַעֲבוּר
 נשְִׁמָתוֹ סוֹד והְַיּוֹדֵעַ דְּבָרַי. עַל יהְַתְּלוּ אוּלַי בְּעֵיניֵהֶם

 כִּי הָעֶלְיוֹן. עוֹלָם דִּבְרֵי לָדַעַת יוּכַל גּוּפוֹ וּמִתְּכוּנתַ
 בְּרִיאָתוֹ סוֹף הָיהָ והְוּא קָטָן. עוֹלָם כִּדְמוּת הָאָדָם
 והְַגָּאוֹן כִּלָּה. וּבַקָּטןֹ הֵחֵל בַּגָּדוֹל לַדָּבָר וסְִימָן בָּאָרֶץ

 שֶׁהוּא בַּמִּשְׁכָּן הֵם דְּבָרִים עָשָׂר שְׁמוֹנהָ כִּי הִזְכִּיר
 הָעוֹלָם וכְָכָה הָעֶלְיוֹן בָּעוֹלָם וּכְמוֹהֶם אֶמְצָעִי עוֹלָם
 הָעֶלְיוֹן. כּחַֹ לְקַבֵּל נעֲַשָׂה כְּרוּב כָּל הַכְּלָל הִנּהֵ הַקָּטָן.
 לְהַאֲרִיךְ: צרֶֹךְ ואְֵין הַמַּשְׂכִּיל שֶׁיּלְִמדֹ בַּעֲבוּר גַּם

 

I gave you these hints because there are many people 
in our generations who think they are wise. Perhaps 

they will mock my words. He who knows the secret of 
his soul and the makeup of his body is able to 

understand the workings of the upper world. This is so 
because man is a microcosm. Man was the last thing 
created by God when he created the earth. Let this 

serve as a sign: He began with the largest and finished 
with the youngest (Gen. 44:12). Saadiah Gaon notes 

that there are eighteen objects in the tabernacle which 
serves as the intermediary world. The same number of 

objects is found in the upper word and also in the 
microcosm. Here is a general rule. Each cherub was 

made to receive power from above. It was also made so 
that the intelligent will learn. There is no need to go on. 

 
2.​ Partnership By Design 

 

Professor Vivian Mann, “When Humanity Creates With God,” Parashat Terumah 5769 (2009), JTS 

For a people who had just received their religious constitution, the Tabernacle designed by God and executed by 
man was a joint effort based on two different artistic senses, that of God, the architect and designer, and that of 

man, who added the details. This “partnership” became a concrete symbol of the Jewish people’s commitment to 
God, and God’s willingness to dwell among them. At the same time, the partnership evident in the building of the 
Tabernacle may be seen as a paradigm of the ongoing relationship between God and Israel. God is the lawgiver; 

the people “embroider” on his words or interpret them. 
 

Big Question: How might we describe the relationship God is establishing with the 
Israelites based on God’s role and their role in the instruction of the mishkan? 
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