OF ISRAEL

Judaism With Open Arms

Parashat Tazria/Metzora: Chaos is Not Forever

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'
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If the priest sees that the eruption has covered the
whole body—he shall pronounce as pure the affected
person, who is pure from having turned all white.

1. God Respecting Moshe
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It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Nehemya says:
During the generation that the son of David comes,
arrogance will proliferate and the cost of living will
corrupt people so they will engage in deceit. The vine
will produce its fruit, and nevertheless, the wine will
be costly. And the entire gentile monarchy will be
converted to the heresy, and there will be no
inclination among the people to accept rebuke. This
baraita supports the opinion of Rabbi Yitzhak, as
Rabbi Yitzhak says: The son of David will not come
until the entire kingdom will be converted to heresy.
Rava says: What is the verse from which this
statement is derived? It is the verse: “It is all turned
white; he is ritually pure” (Leviticus 13:13). One is a
leper and ritually impure only if he has a leprous mark,
however small, but not if his skin is completely leprous.
Similarly, the world will be redeemed only when the
Jewish people reach their lowest point.

Rashi on Bavli

Sanhedrin 97a
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Arrogance will proliferate: That people will not honor
one another. Another explanation of “Arrogance will
proliferate”: The one who is honored among them wiill
be a perverter and a deceiver.
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“It is all turned white; he is ritually pure”— When the
affliction (nega) has spread over all the skin, [the
person] is pure. So too, when the entire kingdom has
turned to heresy (minut), the redemption will come."

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook, Orot, “Seeds: Souls of the World of Chaos™?
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The great idealists want an order so beautiful and good,
so solid and mighty, that it is without real-world example
or basis; they therefore destroy anything built according
to real-world dimensions. The best of them also know
how to build up the world that was destroyed, but the
lesser ones — whom the more elevated idealistic
inclination has touched only slightly — they only damage
and destroy. And they themselves are the ones rooted
in the World of Chaos at its most debased level.
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The souls of Chaos are beyond the souls of Order.
They are so far beyond, they seek so much from reality,
more than their abilities can tolerate. They seek such an
immensely great light that anything bounded, portioned,

or arranged is unable to bear it... They become more
apparent in some end-of-days, in the period before the
conception of a world, which precedes a new and
wondrous creative being, in a field beyond the
expansion of boundaries, in anticipation of birthing a
law beyond all laws.
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In moments of redemption, audacity grows stronger...
While this power initially reveals itself in the form of
Chaos, in the end it will be taken from wicked hands
and placed in righteous hands, courageous as lions,
who will reveal the true order and structure...

2. Chaos is Not Forever
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Rabbi Elazar says: Any communal leader who leads

the community calmly, without anger and honestly, is

privileged and leads them in the World-to-Come, as

it is stated: “For he that has compassion upon them

will lead them, even by the springs of water shall he
guide them” (Isaiah 49:10).

Rebecca Solnit, A Paradise Built in Hell, 7

If paradise now arises in hell, it's because in the suspension of the usual order and the failure of most systems, we
are free to live and act another way.

Big Question: What is your reaction to these texts? Do they inspire you? Anger you?

2 This translation comes from my colleague and fried, Rabbi Abe Friedman (also known as “DJ Aluminum.”)
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