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Bemidbar 13:1-2
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1. Connection with All Living Beings

Rabbi Moshe Hayyim Efraim of Sudylkov, Degel Mahaneh Ephraim, Parashat Shelakh Lekha

MY NAXA N TIAYY AN DTRA D T TIY A person who desires to serve the Holy One in truth

. T . Y aa must have these two qualities: The first is unity of deed.
Tin (nnN) N NN ( J'WJ) A7y That is, in whatever she does, she must sense that
[21,071¥2 1TA7 RIN Y 17'K ,11"NT — NWYNN | there is nothing else but herself in all the universe. In

99 YN A7an (Nln M UJIT|7n) n“npn this manner, the Holy Blessed One will reveal Godself

. , . 5 to her without any concealing garments, just as R.
NNl ( I‘) 1270 NKRY 1NDL 'Y Nachman Horidenker of blessed memory taught: “No
N7V X7 wNI" (n2>127 11M01) 7T 'y TIRN | person shall go up with you” (Shemot 34:3) — when you

TN, NN TIAWY XD — ('):T"'? J'IIYJW) "']YJ_U want to serve the Holy One then you must be truly

o . byt XY by i~ alone, “and no one shall go up with you.” This, then, is
701) 710 WK Iy 2y K71,TA%7 1 nn how | understand the verse, “No one shall be in the Tent

X7 DX 721" 71090 'Mmiaan nr ' i (7Y of Meeting when he (the high priest) enters to purge the
"W-”PJ 2959 IN2 TYIM 701K ne holy of holies” (Vayikra 16:17). Understand this.

Jan ("t xp)

21797 YW N TAY? DANK NN TV Wl There is another mode of serving the Holy One. You
o . 5 must include yourself entirely with all other creatures,
DX TV |V 71IW7WN ,0'XN01N 7D DY INXY from the lowest worm to the mightiest mountain goat in
1"7v) N"Y 1700 TIT KRNI L1272 TWNR Lebanon. This is what King David intended in saying,
Y90 ('\YJI)I) a1 D'NWN n N NN 177" (DI'?LUD “Praise God from the heavens, etc., praise God from

. v " " ] the earth, etc.” (Tehillim 148:1). In that manner, you
¥ P1L('R:n"ap 0'70n) M yaRn n ' nx must connect yourself with all beings, as my

T"NNN VITD ,NiNwan 75 oy myy 1an? grandfather said, to merge yourself entirely with them
nY1vn "NY 0"NY I'DT) a"yyT (']|7T N ']ITNYJ) and they with you. He taught that in each and every
letter [of the words we speak, study, and pray], there

INKY 1N INY DI DNAY DXV 717571, (Kan are whole worlds and numerous souls, etc.

nMY71y W' NIRINIXK 722 D :(Imw7 nr) 2'7
("7151) "I NINWI

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
2 Translation is from Rabbi Samuel Feinsmith.
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Our text teaches these two modes of serving God.
“Send for yourself scouts” (Bemidbar 13:2) — the
Targum translates the word “shelakh” (cf. Targum

Yerushalmi Bereishit 22:6) as “stripped/revealed.” That
is, you should strip yourself and remove all aspects of
selfhood and individuality. Thus, you may “tour the land
of Canaan,” leaving only that you must connect the
Shekhinah (with the Holy One). But, for this, we need to
be close to many people, as | have taught regarding
Sanhedrin 71b, “proximity to the righteous is pleasant
for them and benefits the world.” According to the
number of people who are serving God at one time, the
more the light of the Shekhinah is revealed to them, as
we read, “In every place that | cause My Name to be
recalled, | will come to you and bless you” (Shemot
20:21). The Targum (Onkelos) translates this: “In every
place that my Shekhinah dwells, etc.” Now, the Sages
teach: “The righteous appear before the Shekhinah as a
candle before a torch” (Pesachim 8a). It stands to
reason, then, that the more candles, the more the light
of the torch will increase (the torch being like the
Shekhinah, as it were.)
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So, again, “tour the land of Canaan” for the sake of the
Shekhinah. To accomplish this, we need to include
ourselves with all other people and with all other beings,
all to raise them to their source, to restore the
Shekhinah, as it were. “One person, one person” points
to the second quality mentioned above, that we are
called only to be solitary. If we can truly accomplish that,
then we will be able to arouse that quality in the Holy
One, that God will be “one person,” that is, “God is
One,” without any concealing garments. That is why our
verse repeats “one person.” “According to each
ancestral house (leveit avotam) shall you send them” —
by this means shall you raise everything up, inclining it
all toward consciousness, which we call “avot.”
Understanding this will arouse us so that we will
comprehend and attain the stripping away of our
physicality when we enter into prayer, and then God will
be with us so that we and our descendants will be
among those who serve God in truth.

2. The Overview Effect

Frank White, “The Overview Effect,” Houston, We Have a Podcast, Episode 107

...let’s imagine, just for fun, that there’s a settlement on the moon, and people are living there, and let's imagine it's
several different countries. That's going to be the international space station writ large, isn’'t it? You can imagine an
astronaut from NASA having lived on the moon for six months, and been with international partners and
everything, and seeing the Earth from a distance, and having that realization of why are we fighting each other?
You know? Why are we in conflict? Why are we having wars? And they come back to Earth, and they start to share
that consciousness, the way our astronauts are doing now. It could be very helpful to how we conduct ourselves
back here on the Earth. Because ore we’re already seeing astronauts do that. They're talking about that change in
awareness, that change in worldview. And yet, at the same time, realizing it's a beautiful planet, it's alive, it's
always changing. And yet on the surface, there’s so much strife and I'd like for the beauty and harmony of what I'm
seeing to be realized on the surface. And you can see that becoming even stronger with the lunar mission.
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