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Bemidbar 26:46
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The name of Asher’s daughter was Serah.—

1. Who Is Serah Bat Asher?

Bereishit 46:17
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Asher’s sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah, and
their sister Serah. Beriah’s sons: Heber and Malchiel.

Rashi on Bemidbar 26:46
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And Asher’s daughter was named Serah: Because
she still remained alive after all these long years (Sotah
13a) it exceptionally mentions her here (Seder Olam 9).

2. Revealer of Secrets

Bavli Sotah 13a
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The Gemara asks: And from where did Moses our
teacher know where Joseph was buried? The Sages
said: Serah, the daughter of Asher, remained from
that generation that initially descended to Egypt with
Jacob. Moses went to her and said to her: Do you
know anything about where Joseph is buried? She
said to him: The Egyptians fashioned a metal
casket for him and set it in the Nile [Nilus] River as
an augury so that its water would be blessed.

Sefer Ha-Yashar, Sefer Bereishit: Parashat Vayigash
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(9) And when Joseph had finished giving them his
orders, he turned: and went back into Egypt, and the
sons of Jacob went to the land of Canaan, in joy and
happiness to their father. And when they came to the

boundaries of the land, they said to one another: What
shall we do in bringing this matter before our father?

For if we impart it to him suddenly, and tell him all about

it, he will be greatly astounded at our words, and he will

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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refuse to listen to us. And when they went on until they
approached their houses, they met Serah coming
towards them, and the damsel was exceedingly
beautiful and wise, and a skilled player on the harp; and
they called her, and she came unto them, and she
kissed them. And they took her and gave her a harp
saying unto her: Go, we pray thee, before our father
and sit down before him and strike this harp and speak
unto him according to these words. And they instructed
her concerning what she had to say, and she hastened
unto Jacob and she sat down before him. And she sang
and she played beautifully upon the harp, and she sang
in the sweetness of her voice: Joseph my uncle is alive,
and he reigneth over all the land of Egypt; he is not
dead. And she often repeated these words. And Jacob
heard her words, and it pleased him greatly, and when
he heard her sing it twice and three times, the heart of
Jacob was possessed by joy, through the sweetness of
her voice, and the spirit of God came over him, and he
knew that all her words were true. And Jacob blessed
Serah for singing these words before him, and he said:
My daughter, may death never prevail against thee
forever, for thou hast revived my spirit, only repeat thou
this song once more before me, for thou hast caused
me gladness with thy words. And she sang once more
the same words, and Jacob listened, and he was
pleased, and he rejoiced, and the spirit of God came
over him. And while he was yet speaking with her, his
sons came before him with horses and chariots and
royal garments and servants running before them. And
Jacob arose and went to meet them, and he saw his
sons dressed in royal garments and all the good things
that Joseph sent unto them. And they said unto him: Be
thou informed that our brother Joseph lives, and that he
ruleth over the whole land of Egypt, and it is he who
hath spoken unto us all we have told unto thee. And
Jacob heard all the words of his sons, and his heart
fainted, for he believed them not until he saw all that
Joseph had given unto them and all that Joseph had
sent along with them, and all the signs he had spoken
of unto them. And they unpacked all the things before
him, and they displayed all that Joseph had sent, and
they gave to every one of them what Joseph had sent
him. And Jacob knew that they had spoken the truth,
and rejoiced greatly because of his son.

3. Realization of the Divine Plan

Tamar Kadari, “Serah bat Asher,” Encyclopedia of Jewish Women

The character of Serah, who accompanies the Israelites to Egypt and enters the land of Canaan with them,
embodies the history of the people of Israel. Her character is linked with those of the people’s leaders, and she
expedites the realization of the Divine plan. This is her role when she convinces Jacob that Joseph still lives, thus
resulting in his going down to Egypt; she continues in this task when she identifies Moses as the true redeemer of
Israel, thus leading the people to heed him; and thus, when she helps Moses to find Joseph’s bones, so as not to
delay the Exodus from Egypt. Serah’s appearance seemingly confirms that God’s promises will be fulfilled and that
the people of Israel will leave Egypt and come to and take possession of the Promised Land.

Visit me at www.joshuarabin.com.


http://www.joshuarabin.com

