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Parashat Bereishit: Remembering to Forget
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Bereishit 8:1
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1. Since When Does God Forget?

God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the
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cattle that were with him in the ark, and God caused a
wind to blow across the earth, and the waters subsided.
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n'a"7x 11 — This Divine Name really signifies the
God of Strict Justice but it is transformed into Divine
Mercy through the prayers of the righteous, whilst the
evil practised by wicked people transforms Divine
Mercy into Strict Justice, as it is said (Genesis 6:5) “And
the Lord ('n) saw that the wickedness of man was great”
and (Genesis 5:7) “And the Lord ('n) said, “I will blot out
etc.”— yet in these passages the Name ('n) is n
n'nn, that signifying Divine Mercy
(Genesis Rabbah 33:3)..
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: : remembrance of Noah was because he was a perfectly
DA PYTX NIY 19N N1 NNDTH ANNAn
IAX AWK VT 772 N1y Li'xn7 N2 i7 mdl
N7 72X .171¥1 INIdTA 2 DY'ITR K7 DY
V22 'RY DDA AKX NNNA NN NRY

However, the remembrance stated concerning beast
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righteous man, and He had made a covenant with him
to save him. The word “Noah” here includes his children
that were there with him. Scripture did not mention them
specifically, though, for they were saved by his merit.

and cattle was not on account of merit, for among living
creatures there is no merit or guilt save in man alone.
But the remembrance concerning them was Because
He remembered His holy word which He had spoken,
causing the world to come into existence, and the Will
which was before Him at the creation of the world arose
before Him and He desired the existence of the world
with all the species that He created therein. Thus He
now saw fit to bring them forth so that they should not
perish in the ark. Scripture does not mention the fowl
and the creeping things for the remembrance of the
living thing is similar to their remembrance, and the
companion thereof telleth concerning it.

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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n1 nx 0'1'7x 111'1. God remembered Noah. The
reason the Torah was not content to mention that God
remembered Noah but added that He remembered all
the beasts that were in the ark with him may have been
that the animals by themselves already warranted that
God should remember them.
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Another reason is that the Torah includes in that
statement that God considered all the hard and menial
work Noah was subjected to in looking after all the
animals under his care. God had pity on Noach. The
Torah wanted to emphasise that God's major concern
was Noah and not the animals.

Radak (Rabbi David Kimhi) on Bereishit 8:1
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7011, There is no forgetting and no remembering before
the Blessed One, for the term remembrance only
applies after something has been forgotten. Rather, the
Torah speaks in human language so that people can
understand. Thus it says, “And | will remember for them
the covenant of the first ones” (Vayikra 26:45), “And |
will remember My covenant with Jacob” (ibid.), and
similar verses. And [the meaning here is that] God saw
that the creatures had already suffered enough from the
great distress in the ark, and He saw that He would no
longer prolong for them the overpowering of the waters
— instead, from this point onward the waters would
begin to diminish, just as they had previously increased.

2. Remembering to Forget

Blessing Upon Seeing a Rainbow
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Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe,
who remembers the covenant, is faithful with [God's]
covenant, and is steady with [God's] word.

Professor Marc Tzvi Brettler, “Zichronot: Asking an Omniscient God to Remember,” TheTorah.com

This image of a forgetting God or a God that overlooks our faults is helpful...where we are asked to take stock, to

take repentance seriously. After all—who can repent if we imagine an all-remembering objective deity? What's the

point? We might repent successfully, but can God truly “forget” and neglect the wrong things that we have done in
the previous year, and totally erase them from the divine memory?

Big Question: Do any of these explanations about God “remembering” resonate with
you? Do any of them bother you? Explain your answer.
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