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Bereishit 8:1 

ר ֹ֤ חַ אֱלֹהִים֙ ויַּזְִכּ ֹ֔ ת אֶת־נ  כׇּל־הַֽחַיּהָ֙ ואְֵ֤
ה ר ואְֶת־כׇּל־הַבְּהֵמָ֔ ה אִתּ֖וֹ אֲשֶׁ֥ ר בַּתֵּבָ֑ ים ויַּעֲַבֵ֨  אֱלֹהִ֥

רֶץ ר֙וּחַ֙ כּוּ עַל־הָאָ֔ ֹ֖ יםִ׃ ויַּשָׁ  הַמָּֽ

God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the 
cattle that were with him in the ark, and God caused a 

wind to blow across the earth, and the waters subsided. 

 

1.​ Since When Does God Forget? 
 

Rashi on Bereishit 8:1 

 ונְהֶֶפְכָה הוּא, הַדִּין מִדַּת הַשֵּׁם זֶה אלהים. ויזכור
 שֶׁל ורְִשְׁעָתָן הַצַּדִּיקִים; תְפִלַּת ידְֵי עַל רַחֲמִים לְמִדַּת

 שֶׁנאֱֶמַר הַדִּין, לְמִדַּת רַחֲמִים מִדַּת הוֹפֶכֶת רְשָׁעִים
 אֶמְחֶה, ה' ויַּאֹמֶר הָאָדָם, רָעַת רַבָּה כִּי ה' ויַּרְַא

 רַחֲמִים: מִדַּת שֵׁם והְוּא ו'( )ברא'

אלהים ויזכור  — This Divine Name really signifies the 
God of Strict Justice but it is transformed into Divine 

Mercy through the prayers of the righteous, whilst the 
evil practised by wicked people transforms Divine 

Mercy into Strict Justice, as it is said (Genesis 6:5) “And 
the Lord ('ה) saw that the wickedness of man was great” 
and (Genesis 5:7) “And the Lord ('ה) said, “I will blot out 

etc.”— yet in these passages the Name ('ה) is מדת 
  that signifying Divine Mercy ,רחמים

(Genesis Rabbah 33:3).. 
 

Ramban on Bereishit 8:1 

 כָּל ואְֶת הַחַיָּה כָּל ואְֵת נחַֹ אֶת אֱלֹהִים ויִַּזְכּרֹ
 תָּמִים צַדִּיק שֶׁהָיהָ מִפְּניֵ בְּנחַֹ הַזְּכִירָה הַבְּהֵמָה

 אִתּוֹ אֲשֶׁר זַרְעוֹ יכְִלֹל ונְחַֹ לְהַצִּילוֹ, בְּרִית לוֹ וכְָרַת
 הַזְּכִירָה אֲבָל נצִּוֹלוֹ. בִּזְכוּתוֹ כִּי הִזְכִּירָם ולְֹא שָׁם,

 בְּבַעֲלֵי שֶׁאֵין בִּזְכוּת, אֵינהָּ וּבַבְּהֵמָה בַּחַיּהָ שֶׁאָמַר
 אֲבָל לְבַדּוֹ. בָּאָדָם זוּלָתִי חוֹבָה, אוֹ זְכוּת נפֶֶשׁ

 והְָיהָ שֶׁאָמַר קָדְשׁוֹ דְּבַר אֶת זָכַר כִּי בָּהֶם הַזְּכִירָה
 עָלָה הָעוֹלָם בִּבְרִיאַת לוֹ אֲשֶׁר והְָרָצוֹן הָעוֹלָם,

 בּוֹ. בָּרָא אֲשֶׁר בַּמִּיניִן הָעוֹלָם בְּקִיּוּם ורְָצָה לְפָניָו,
 ולְֹא בַּתֵּבָה. יכְִלוּ שֶׁלֹּא לְהוֹצִיאָם עַתָּה רָאָה והְִנּהֵ
 עִמָּהֶם, שָׁוהָ הַחַיּהָ זְכִירַת כִּי והְַשֶּׁרֶץ הָעוֹף הִזְכִּיר

 רֵעוֹ: עָלָיו ויְגִַּיד

הַבְּהֵמָה כָּל ואְֶת הַחַיָּה כָּל ואְֵת נחַֹ אֶת אֱלֹהִים ויִַּזְכּרֹ  — The 
remembrance of Noah was because he was a perfectly 
righteous man, and He had made a covenant with him 

to save him. The word “Noah” here includes his children 
that were there with him. Scripture did not mention them 

specifically, though, for they were saved by his merit. 
However, the remembrance stated concerning beast 

and cattle was not on account of merit, for among living 
creatures there is no merit or guilt save in man alone. 
But the remembrance concerning them was Because 
He remembered His holy word which He had spoken, 
causing the world to come into existence, and the Will 

which was before Him at the creation of the world arose 
before Him and He desired the existence of the world 
with all the species that He created therein. Thus He 
now saw fit to bring them forth so that they should not 
perish in the ark. Scripture does not mention the fowl 
and the creeping things for the remembrance of the 
living thing is similar to their remembrance, and the 

companion thereof telleth concerning it. 
 

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted. 

 



 

 

 

Or Ha-Hayyim on Bereishit 8:1 

כֹּר לֹּא טַעַם וגְוֹ׳. נחַֹ אֶת אֱלֹהִים ויִּזְ יק שֶׁ  הִסְפִּ
ל זִכְרוֹנוֹ  כִּי אוּלַי ,הַחַיָּה כָּל ואְֵת לוֹמַר והְוֹסִיף נחַֹ שֶׁ

א לְהוֹדִיעַ הֵמָה הַחַיָּה לְצַד כִּי גַּם בָּ ר והְַבְּ  אִתּוֹ אֲשֶׁ
יק לְבַד כֹּר, יסְַפִּ בָרִים וּפֵרוּשׁ לִזְ   הַדְּ

דֶרֶךְ  זוֹ. אַף זוֹ לֹא בְּ

נח את אלוקים ויזכר . God remembered Noah. The 
reason the Torah was not content to mention that God 
remembered Noah but added that He remembered all 

the beasts that were in the ark with him may have been 
that the animals by themselves already warranted that 

God should remember them. 

רֶךְ: זֶה עַל ירְִצֶה עוֹד כֹּר הַדֶּ  – נחַֹ אֶת אֱלֹהִים ויִּזְ
ר והְָעוֹל הַטּוֹרַח כָּל זָכַר גַּם הֵמָה עָלָיו אֲשֶׁ  מֵהַבְּ

ר וגְוֹ׳ והְַחַיָּה בָה אִתּוֹ אֲשֶׁ תֵּ זֶה גַּם עָלָיו. וחְָמַל בַּ  בָּ
רָה רֶמֶז כָּלַל צָאַתּוּ לַצָּ מְּ  מֵאֲרִי )תנחומא( לְנחַֹ שֶׁ
ר כֵּן הִכִּישׁוֹ אֲשֶׁ בָה ונְסְִתַּ תֵּ  טִרְדָתוֹ תּוֹסֶפֶת לְרוֹב בַּ
 כִּי אוֹמֵר נמְִצֵאתָ לְמַחֲלָתוֹ, רְפוּאָה מְניִעַת גַּם וכְוּ׳.

ר  לְנחַֹ. הוּא הַזִּכָּרוֹן עִקַּ

Another reason is that the Torah includes in that 
statement that God considered all the hard and menial 

work Noah was subjected to in looking after all the 
animals under his care. God had pity on Noach. The 
Torah wanted to emphasise that God's major concern 

was Noah and not the animals. 
 

 

Radak (Rabbi David Kimhi) on Bereishit 8:1 

 לְשׁוֹן כִּי יתְִבָּרַךְ, לְפָניָו זִכָּרוֹן ואְֵין שִׁכְחָה אֵין ויְזְִכּרֹ,
 בִּלְשׁוֹן תּוֹרָה דִּבְּרָה אֶלָּא הַשִּׁכְחָה, אַחַר הוּא זִכָּרוֹן

 בְּרִית לָהֶם "וזְָכַרְתִּי וכְֵן הַשּׁוֹמְעִים, לְהָבִין אָדָם בְּניֵ
 בְּרִית אֶת "וזְָכַרְתִּי כ״ו:מ״ה( )ויַּקְִרָא רִאשׁנֹיִם"

 סְבוּל לָהֶם דַּי כִּי ורְָאָה לָהֶם. והְַדּוֹמִים )שָׁם( יעֲַקבֹ
 עוֹד לָהֶם יאֲַרִיךְ שֶׁלֹּא ורְָאָה בְּתֵבָה, הַגָּדוֹל הַצַּעַר
שֶׁגָּבְרוּ. כְּמוֹ ואֵָילָךְ מִכָּאן יחְֶסְרוּ אֶלָּא הַמַּיםִ תִּגְבּרֶֹת

 There is no forgetting and no remembering before ,ויזכר
the Blessed One, for the term remembrance only 

applies after something has been forgotten. Rather, the 
Torah speaks in human language so that people can 

understand. Thus it says, “And I will remember for them 
the covenant of the first ones” (Vayikra 26:45), “And I 
will remember My covenant with Jacob” (ibid.), and 

similar verses. And [the meaning here is that] God saw 
that the creatures had already suffered enough from the 
great distress in the ark, and He saw that He would no 
longer prolong for them the overpowering of the waters 

— instead, from this point onward the waters would 
begin to diminish, just as they had previously increased. 

 
2.​ Remembering to Forget 

 

Blessing Upon Seeing a Rainbow 

 הַבְּרִית זוֹכֵר הָעוֹלָם, מֶלֶךְ אֱלֹהֵינוּ יהְוֹהָ אַתָּה בָּרוּךְ
 בְּמַאֲמָרוֹ: וקְַיּםָ בִּבְרִיתוֹ נאֱֶמָן

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, 
who remembers the covenant, is faithful with [God's] 

covenant, and is steady with [God's] word. 
 

Professor Marc Tzvi Brettler, “Zichronot: Asking an Omniscient God to Remember,” TheTorah.com  

This image of a forgetting God or a God that overlooks our faults is helpful…where we are asked to take stock, to 
take repentance seriously. After all—who can repent if we imagine an all-remembering objective deity? What’s the 
point? We might repent successfully, but can God truly “forget” and neglect the wrong things that we have done in 

the previous year, and totally erase them from the divine memory? 
 

Big Question: Do any of these explanations about God “remembering” resonate with 
you? Do any of them bother you? Explain your answer. 

 

Visit me at www.joshuarabin.com.  
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