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Devarim 31:19
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Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the
people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order that this
poem may be My witness against the people of Israel.

1. Torah Study’s Revolution

Ibn Ezra on Devarim 31:19
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Now, write this: A commandment that Moses, and all
who know how to write, should write it. And teach it:
Explain to them the difficult meanings. Put it in their
mouths: That they should be able to recite it orally.

Bavli Eruvin 54b
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Rabbi Akiva says: From where do we derive that a
person is obligated to teach his student until he
learns the material and understands it? As it is stated:
“Now, therefore, write this song for you, and teach it to
the children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this
song may be a witness for me against the children of
Israel” (Devarim 31:19). This verse indicates that one
must teach Torah to others. And from where do we
derive that one must teach his students until the
material is organized in their mouths? As it is
stated: “Put it in their mouths,” so that they should
be capable of teaching it to others...
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Having discussed the importance of reviewing one’s

Torah study, the Gemara relates that Rabbi Perida had

a certain student whom he would have to teach four
hundred times, and only then would he learn the
material, as he was incapable of understanding it

otherwise. One day, they requested Rabbi Perida’s

presence for a mitzvah matter after the lesson. Rabbi

Perida taught his student four hundred times as usual,

but this time, the student did not successfully
learn the material.
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Rabbi Perida said to him: What is different now that
you are unable to grasp the lesson? He said to him:

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.
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From the time that they said to the Master that there
is a mitzvah matter for which he is needed, my mind
was distracted from the lesson and every moment |
said: Now the Master will get up, now the Master
will get up to go and perform the mitzvah and he will
not complete the lesson. Rabbi Perida said to him:
Pay attention this time and | will teach you, and know
that | will not leave until you have fully mastered the
lesson. He taught him again an additional four
hundred times.
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Due to the merit of Rabbi Perida’s great devotion to his
students, a Divine Voice emerged and said to him: Is
it preferable to you that four hundred years be
added to your life, or that you and the rest of your
generation will merit the World-to-Come? He said: |
prefer that | and my generation merit the
World-to-Come. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said
to the angels: Give him both; he shall live a very long
life and he and the rest of his generation will merit the
World-to-Come.

Mishneh Torah- Hilkhot Talmud Torah 4:4
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If the teacher taught [a concept] and it was not grasped
by the students, he should not become upset with them
and display anger. Rather, he should repeat and review
the matter, even if he must do so many times, until they
appreciate the depth of the halakhah. Similarly, the
student should not say "I understood" when he did not
understand. Rather, he should ask again and again,
even if he requires several repetitions. If his teacher
becomes upset with him and displays anger, he should
tell him: "My teacher, this is Torah. It is necessary that |
study, and my powers of comprehension are weak."

2. Fiery Wisdom

Jacob L. Wright, “The Origins of Torah Study,” TheTorah.com

In a time of radical change and upheaval, the Torah, and other ancient texts, gave the community a source for
rebuilding their identity—as Jews, who could rally around a book, and not just Judeans, connected by a
geographical territory. From that time until the present, Jews seek and find in this body of tradition a means for
negotiating their way into an unknown future and use it as a wellspring for creating a resilient Jewish
culture and society, lasting millennia.

Stephen A. Geller, “Fiery Wisdom,” Prooftexts (1994), 133-134

One can hear someone in the next room, who remains unseen.

Hearing is a faculty that does not require the

actual presence of the object in the same space. As image or metaphor, the ear commends itself to covenant
faith. Text religion is the inevitable result. The heard word, incorporated in canon but transmitted by oral

instruction, is the ground of ever-conturing revelation.

In it God is forever near...

Scripture is the fire from which the wise hear the voice of the unseen God, whose instruction becomes immanent in
the mind of those generations of toddling schoolchildren, on whose breath, the Rabbis said, all creation depends.
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