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Parashat Mishpatim: Radicalness Towards Strangers
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Shemot 22:20

DD DYAT'D AYNYN K71 MINTNK7 M)
‘DNXN YIxa

You shall not wrong or oppress a stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

1.

For What Reason Do We Not Oppress the Stranger?

Rashi on Shemot 22:20
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NN X7 1A — means, do not vex him with words
(referring to the fact that he is a stranger); contrarier in
old French Similar is, (Isaiah 49:26) “And | will feed
them that vex thee (712in) with their own flesh.” x'n
nnxn'zn — by robbing him of money (Mekhilta).

ANIiANYT 7id* XN N LiN1iN DX .DN"D DA D
7N 92¢ DIN" ,NX2 DAN NAKX X 77 NI
T2i1 N7¢ DTN M2 [iYY7 72 ;"1an7 mKn
‘DY A7 DINX NITAN K2 N7X NI ANIKA

on'n nna D — If you vex him he can vex you also by
saying to you: “You also descend from strangers”. Do
not reproach thy fellow-man for a fault which is also
thine (Mekhilta). Wherever 11 occurs in Scriptures it
signifies a person who has not been born in that land
(where he is living) but has come from another
country to sojourn there.

Ibn Ezra Shemot 22:20
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And a stranger- When a stranger commits himself not

to worship idols you shall not wrong him in your country

because you are more powerful than he is. Remember

that you were strangers like him. When Scripture makes
mention of the stranger who is powerless, it similarly

takes note of the orphan and widow who are powerless
Israelites. After saying lo te’annun (ye shall not afflict)

(v. 21) which is in the plural, Scripture says im te’anneh
(if thou afflict) (v. 22) because whoever sees a person
afflicting the orphan and the widow and does not aid

them, is also considered an afflicter.

Ramban on Shemot 22:20
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Because you were slaves in the land of Egypt...you
know that every stranger feels depressed, and is
always sighing and crying, and his eyes are always
directed towards God, therefore He will have mercy

upon him even as He showed mercy to you, just as it is

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



n-!'nya [ '7N'1w| na .|n;¥-'|.l" ()"):'1 _'n|nw) written, and the children of Israel sighed by reason of

e Y 5 iy ] . the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto

- NTAYD N DW7XD 78 DDVIY VA1 pYXeI God by reason of the bondage, meaning that He had

:NTIAYD [N DNV DNY P DNIDTA X7 i | mercy on them not because of their merits, but only an

account of the bondage [and likewise He has mercy on
all who are oppressed].

Hizkuni on Shemot 22:20
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their ignorance.

2. And What is Our Reward?

Joshua 8:33
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servant of GOD had commanded them of old, in order
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Isaiah 14:1
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Malachi 3:5
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T and stranger, said God of Hosts.

3. Radicalness Towards Strangers

Rabbi Shai Held, Judaism Is About Love: Recovering the Heart of Jewish Life

The lesson—having been strangers in Egypt, the Jewish people are forbidden to oppress the stranger—is so
familiar and so often cited that it's easy to miss just how radical it is. The Torah could have responded to the
memory of affliction quite differently, saying, Since you were tyrannized and exploited and no one did anything to
help you, you don’t owe anything to anyone; how dare anyone ask anything of you? Might that not have been a
natural response? But the Torah chooses the opposite path: Since you were exploited and oppressed, you must
never be among those who exploit and oppress.

Big Question: What is the reward for not oppressing the stranger?
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