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Mishlei 25:6
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Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence;
Do not stand in the place of nobles.

1. Who Interprets Joseph’s Dreams?

Bereishit 37:5-11
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Once Joseph had a dream that he told to his brothers;
and they hated him even more. He said to them, “Hear
this dream that | have dreamed: There we were binding
sheaves in the field, when suddenly my sheaf stood up
and remained upright; then your sheaves gathered
around and bowed low to my sheaf.” His brothers
answered, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you
mean to rule over us?” And they hated him even more
for his talk about his dreams. He dreamed another
dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, | have
had another dream: And this time, the sun, the moon,
and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” And when
he told it to his father and brothers, his father berated
him. “What,” he said to him, “is this dream you have
dreamed? Are we to come, | and your mother and your
brothers, and bow low to you to the ground?” So his
brothers were wrought up at him, and his father kept the
matter in mind.

Bereishit 40:8
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And they [Pharoah’s courtiers] said to him [Joseph],
“We had dreams, and there is no one to interpret them.”
So Joseph said to them, “Surely God can interpret! Tell

me [your dreams].”

Bereishit

41:15-16

IMX '} D21 ANYN DiYD 90iT7R NV MmN
NN WN97 Di7N YNYR MKT W DYNY Nl
NaY! DX 1TV N7 NY19TNIR QoI |V
:NYI92 Di7Y NN

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, but
no one can interpret it. Now | have heard it said of you
that for you to hear a dream is to tell its meaning.”
Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I! God will see
to Pharaoh’s welfare.”

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



2. Bil’adai (Not By Me)

Midrash Bereishit Rabbah 89:9

NNy NY19 NN q0i' [V Z(TU NN T\'VJN'D) “Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying: Not by me.
MY N9 Y 0N U9 God will respond for Pharaoh’s peace” (Genesis
QYA DNTIAD 7R L, 0NVY TV 3 41:16). “Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying: Not by me.

God [will respond]” — He attributed the greatness
to its initiator.

Rashi on Bereishit 41:16
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Rashbam on Bereishit 41:16
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may let me know how to put your mind at ease.
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Seforno on Bereishit 41:16
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3. Contextualizing Our Gifts

Zohar, Parashat Miketz 4:57
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Rabbi Shai Held, “Election and Service: What Joseph Learned,” Parashat Vayeshev

Joseph grows to the point of understanding that divine election is not an invitation to egotism and self-adoration...
To know our own gifts and abilities is not arrogance; it is self-awareness. Arrogance is the illusion that we are the
sole authors of our talents and that they are therefore our exclusive possession. Spiritual maturity, in contrast, is
the understanding that we do not own our gifts. When we acknowledge how much has been done for us rather
than achieved by us, we, like Joseph, grow ready to serve.
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