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Mishlei 25:6

ר לֶךְאַל־תִּתְהַדַּ֥ יםוּבִמְק֥וֹםלִפְניֵ־מֶ֑ דלִֹ֗ ד׃גְּ֝ ֹֽ אַֽל־תַּעֲמ Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence;
Do not stand in the place of nobles.

1. Who Interprets Joseph’s Dreams?

Bereishit 37:5-11

דחֲל֔וֹםיוֹסֵף֙ויַּחֲַלֹ֤ם יוויַּגֵַּ֖ פוּלְאֶחָ֑ אע֖וֹדויַּוֹסִ֥ ֹ֥ אתֹֽוֹ׃שְׂנ
אמֶר ֹ֖ םויַּ אאֲלֵיהֶ֑ ההַחֲל֥וֹםשִׁמְעוּ־נָ֕ רהַזֶּ֖ מְתִּי׃אֲשֶׁ֥ חָלָֽ
ה הִנֵּ֠ חְנוּוְ֠ יםאֲנַ֜ הבְּת֣וֹךְאֲלֻמִּים֙מְאַלְּמִ֤ והְִנֵּ֛ההַשָּׂדֶ֔
מָה יקָ֥ בָהאֲלֻמָּתִ֖ הוגְַם־נצִָּ֑ ינהָ֙והְִנֵּ֤ םתְסֻבֶּ֙ תֵיכֶ֔ ֹ֣ אֲלֻמּ

ָ ין שְׁתַּחֲוֶ֖ י׃ותִַּֽ אמְרוּלַאֲלֻמָּתִֽ ֹ֤ יולוֹ֙ויַּ תִּמְלֹךְ֙הֲמָלֹ֤ךְאֶחָ֔
ינוּ לאִם־מָשׁ֥וֹלעָלֵ֔ ֹ֖ נוּתִּמְשׁ פוּבָּ֑ אעוֹד֙ויַּוֹסִ֤ ֹ֣ אתֹ֔וֹשְׂנ

יו יו׃עַל־חֲלֹמתָֹ֖ רחֲל֣וֹםעוֹד֙ויַּחֲַלֹ֥םועְַל־דְּבָרָֽ אַחֵ֔
ר יואתֹ֖וֹויַסְַפֵּ֥ אמֶרלְאֶחָ֑ ֹ֗ הויַּ יהִנֵּ֨ מְתִּֽ ע֔וֹדחֲלוֹם֙חָלַ֤
מֶשׁוהְִנֵּ֧ה חַהַשֶּׁ֣ דוהְַיּרֵָ֗ יםעָשָׂר֙ואְַחַ֤ יםכּֽוֹכָבִ֔ שְׁתַּחֲוִ֖ מִֽ
י׃ רלִֽ יוויַּגְִעַר־בּ֣וֹואְֶל־אֶחָיו֒אֶל־אָבִיו֮ויַסְַפֵּ֣ אמֶראָבִ֔ ֹ֣ ויַּ
הל֔וֹ ההַחֲל֥וֹםמָ֛ רהַזֶּ֖ מְתָּאֲשֶׁ֣ אֲניִ֙נבָ֗וֹאהֲב֣וֹאחָלָ֑

יךָואְִמְּךָ֣ תואְַחֶ֔ רְצָה׃לְךָ֖לְהִשְׁתַּחֲוֺ֥ אָֽ
יוויַקְַנאְוּ־ב֖וֹ יואֶחָ֑ רואְָבִ֖ אֶת־הַדָּבָֽר׃שָׁמַ֥

Once Joseph had a dream that he told to his brothers;
and they hated him even more. He said to them, “Hear
this dream that I have dreamed: There we were binding
sheaves in the field, when suddenly my sheaf stood up
and remained upright; then your sheaves gathered
around and bowed low to my sheaf.” His brothers
answered, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you

mean to rule over us?” And they hated him even more
for his talk about his dreams. He dreamed another

dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have
had another dream: And this time, the sun, the moon,
and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” And when
he told it to his father and brothers, his father berated
him. “What,” he said to him, “is this dream you have

dreamed? Are we to come, I and your mother and your
brothers, and bow low to you to the ground?” So his

brothers were wrought up at him, and his father kept the
matter in mind.

Bereishit 40:8

יוויַּאֹמְר֣וּ מְנוּחֲל֣וֹםאֵלָ֔ רחָלַ֔ יןוּפתֵֹ֖ אמֶראתֹ֑וֹאֵ֣ ֹ֨ ויַּ
ם ףאֲלֵהֶ֜ יםלֵֽאלֹהִים֙הֲל֤וֹאיוֹסֵ֗ אפִּתְרנִֹ֔ י׃סַפְּרוּ־נָ֖ לִֽ

And they [Pharoah’s courtiers] said to him [Joseph],
“We had dreams, and there is no one to interpret them.”
So Joseph said to them, “Surely God can interpret! Tell

me [your dreams].”

Bereishit 41:15-16

אמֶר ֹ֤ ףפַּרְעהֹ֙ויַּ מְתִּיחֲל֣וֹםאֶל־יוֹסֵ֔ רחָלַ֔ יןוּפתֵֹ֖ אתֹ֑וֹאֵ֣
י עְתִּיואֲַנִ֗ רעָלֶ֙יךָ֙שָׁמַ֤ ֹ֔ עלֵאמ רחֲל֖וֹםתִּשְׁמַ֥ ֹ֥ אתֹֽוֹ׃לִפְתּ
עַן ףויַַּ֨ היוֹסֵ֧ ֹ֛ ראֶת־פַּרְע ֹ֖ ילֵאמ יםבִּלְעָדָ֑ האֱלֹהִ֕ יעֲַנֶ֖

ה׃אֶת־שְׁל֥וֹם ֹֽ פַּרְע

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, but
no one can interpret it. Now I have heard it said of you
that for you to hear a dream is to tell its meaning.”

Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I! God will see
to Pharaoh’s welfare.”

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



2. Bil’adai (Not By Me)

Midrash Bereishit Rabbah 89:9

לֵאמרֹפַּרְעהֹאֶתיוֹסֵףויַּעַַןטז(:מא,)בראשית
בִּבְעָלֶיהָ.הַגְּדֻלָּהתָּלָהאֱלֹהִים,בִּלְעָדָי

“Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying: Not by me.
God will respond for Pharaoh’s peace” (Genesis

41:16). “Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying: Not by me.
God [will respond]” – He attributed the greatness

to its initiator.

Rashi on Bereishit 41:16

–יעֲַנהֶאֱלֹהִיםאֶלָּאמִשֶּׁלִּי,הַחָכְמָהאֵיןבלעדי.
פַּרְעהֹ:לִשְׁלוֹם–בְּפִיעֲניִּהָיתִֵּן

Not I— The wisdom to interpret dreams is not my own,
but God will answer — He will put in my mouth an

answer that will be for Pharaoh’s welfare.

Rashbam on Bereishit 41:16

יודיעניהקב"האלאבי,תלויאינו-בלעדי
חלומך.לפתור

Not I— This matter depends not on me but on G’d; He
may let me know how to put your mind at ease.

Seforno on Bereishit 41:16

אניכאלואותואיןופותרשאמרתאע"פבלעדי.
ספקבלישישחושבאניהחכמהבזאתיחיד

בלעדי:פותר

Not I— Even though you have said אותואיןופותר , that
there is no one who knows how to interpret it, as if I

were the only exception who possesses the necessary
wisdom, I am convinced that there is certainly someone

beside me who knows the answer.

3. Contextualizing Our Gifts

Zohar, Parashat Miketz 4:57

לְבִישׁ,פּוּמֵיהּנשַׁבַּריפְִתַּחאַללְעוֹלָםחֲזֵי,ותְָּא
ידַָעלָאוכְַדמִלָּה.הַהִיאנטִָילמַאןידַָעלָאדְּאִיהוּ
פּוּמַייְהוּפָּתְחֵיכַּדוצְַדִּיקַיאָבָּהּ.אִתְכְּשַׁלנשָׁבַּר

לְמַלָּלָאשָׁרָאכַּדיוֹסֵףחֲזֵי,תָּאשְׁלָם.כֻּלְּהוּ
פַּרְעהֹ.שְׁלוֹםאֶתיעֲַנהֶאֱלהִיםכְּתִיב,מַהלְפַרְעהֹ.
הוּאבְּרִיךְדְּקוּדְשָׁאאִתְּמָר.הָאיהְוּדָה,רִבִּיאָמַר
)שמותאָמֵר,דְאַתְּכְּמָהדְמַלְכוּתָא,שְׁלָמָאעַלחָס

מֶלֶךְפַּרְעהֹואְֶלישְִׂרָאֵלבְּניִאֶלויַצְַוִּםו׳:י״ג(
ואְוּקְמוּהָ.מִצְרַיםִ

Come and see, that a person should never open their
mouth to evil, for one does not know who will take that
word. And without knowing, a person will be tripped up
by it. When the righteous open their mouths, they are all

peace. Come and see of Joseph, when he began
speaking to Pharaoh, what is written - God will respond
regarding Pharaoh’s peace (Genesis 41:16). Rabbi

Yehuda said: “But was it not said, that the Holy Blessed
One cares about the peace of royalty, as you say, and

commanded them to the Children of Israel and to
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt (Exodus 6:13)?

And thus, it is explained.”

Rabbi Shai Held, “Election and Service: What Joseph Learned,” Parashat Vayeshev

Joseph grows to the point of understanding that divine election is not an invitation to egotism and self-adoration…
To know our own gifts and abilities is not arrogance; it is self-awareness. Arrogance is the illusion that we are the
sole authors of our talents and that they are therefore our exclusive possession. Spiritual maturity, in contrast, is
the understanding that we do not own our gifts. When we acknowledge how much has been done for us rather

than achieved by us, we, like Joseph, grow ready to serve.
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