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Judaism With Open Arms

Kol Nidre: Reaching for Compassion

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Kohelet 7:15
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Sometimes, good people perish despite their goodness,
and wicked people live despite their wickedness.

Midrash Kohelet Rabbah 7:15
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Due to three matters, Rabbi Yoshiya said that the Holy
One blessed be He is patient with the wicked in this
world: Perhaps they will repent, or perform mitzvot for
which the Holy One blessed be He will reward them in
this world, or perhaps righteous children will
emerge from them.

Midrash Kohelet Rabbah 7:16
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R. Simeon ben Lakish said: He who shows pity when
he should be harsh will in the end be harsh when he
should show pity...

Mishnah Middot 2:2
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All who entered the Temple Mount entered by the right
and went round [to the right] and went out by the left,
save for one to whom something had happened, who

entered and went round to the left. [He was asked]:
“Why do you go round to the left?” [If he answered]

“Because | am a mourner,” [they said to him], “May He

who dwells in this house comfort you.” [If he answered]

“Because | am excommunicated” [they said]: “May He

who dwells in this house inspire them to draw you near

again,” the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yose to him: you
make it seem as if they treated him unjustly. Rather
[they should say]: “May He who dwells in this house
inspire you to listen to the words of your colleagues so
that they may draw you near again.”

Rabbi Shai Held, Judaism is About Love, page 1260

When we pity someone, we reach down to them, but when we show compassion for them, we reach across to
them...In the first instance, we feel sorry for someone; in the second, we feel sorry with them. Pity is thus entwined
with condescension, while compassion is enmeshed with equality and connection.

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




