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Devarim 28:8

ו היצְַ֨ האִתְּךָ֙יהְוָֹ֤ יךָאֶת־הַבְּרָכָ֔ לבַּאֲסָמֶ֕ ֹ֖ חוּבְכ ךָמִשְׁלַ֣ ידֶָ֑
רַכְךָ֔ רֶץוּבֵ֣ יךָאֲשֶׁר־יהְוָֹ֥הבָּאָ֕ ןאֱלֹהֶ֖ לָֽךְ׃נתֵֹ֥

God will ordain blessings for you upon your barns and
all your undertakings: you will be blessed in the land

that your God is giving you.

1. Counting the Concealed

Bavli Bava Metzia 42a

הַסָּמוּיבְּדָבָראֶלָּאמְצוּיהָהַבְּרָכָהאֵיןיצְִחָק:רַבִּיואְָמַר
בַּאֲסָמֶיךָ״.הַבְּרָכָהאֶתאִתְּךָה׳״יצְַושֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:הָעַיןִ,מִן

בְּדָבָראֶלָּאמְצוּיהָהַבְּרָכָהאֵיןישְִׁמָעֵאל:רַבִּידְּבֵיתָּנאָ
אֶתאִתְּךָה׳״יצְַושֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:בּוֹ,שׁוֹלֶטֶתהָעַיןִשֶׁאֵין

בַּאֲסָמֶיךָ״.הַבְּרָכָה

And Rabbi Yitzḥak says: Blessing is found only in a
matter concealed from the eye, as it is stated: “The

Lord will command blessing with you in your
storehouses” (Deuteronomy 28:8), where the grain is
concealed. The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught:
Blessing is found only in a matter over which the
eye has no dominion, as it is stated: “The Lord will
command blessing with you in your storehouses.”

Bavli Taanit 8b

הַסָּמוּיבְּדָבָראֶלָּאמְצוּיהָהַבְּרָכָהאֵיןיצְִחָק:רַבִּיואְָמַר
בַּאֲסָמֶיךָ״.הַבְּרָכָהאֶתאִתְּךָה׳״יצְַושֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:הָעַיןִ,מִן

בְּדָבָראֶלָּאמְצוּיהָהַבְּרָכָהאֵיןישְִׁמָעֵאל:רַבִּידְּבֵיתָּנאָ
אֶתאִתְּךָה׳״יצְַושֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:בּוֹ,שׁוֹלֶטֶתהָעַיןִשֶׁאֵין

בַּאֲסָמֶיךָ״.הַבְּרָכָה

And apropos blessings, Rabbi Yitzḥak said: A
blessing is found only in an object that is hidden
[samui] from the eye, not in an item visible to all, as
public miracles are exceedingly rare. As it is stated:
“The Lord will command His blessing upon you in
your barns [ba’asamekha]” (Deuteronomy 28:8).
Rabbi Yitzḥak’s exposition is based on the linguistic

similarity between samui and asamekha. Likewise, the
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: A blessing is
found only in an object that is not exposed to the
eye, as it is stated: “The Lord will command His

blessing upon you in your barns.”

Ein Yaakov on Bavli Taanit 1:35

שאיןלפישואתפלתזוהריבירךכךואחרמדד
המדודבדברולאהשקולבדברלאמצויההברכה

אלאהמנויבדברולאמהרש״א(וע״שכ״הפרק)חולין
העין.מןהסמויבדבר

If, however, he prayed after measuring, his prayer is in
vain, because [heavenly] blessing is not frequent on

things which are weighed, measured or counted, but on
things which are hidden from the eyesight; as it is said:
The Lord will command upon thee the blessing in they
storehouses [where the exact quantity is unknown]."

1 All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



2. Should We Count?

Ii Shmuel 24:1-16

סֶף֙)א( ֹ֙ הויַּ ללַחֲר֖וֹתאַף־יהְוָ֔ סֶתבְּישְִׂרָאֵ֑ דויַָּ֨ בָּהֶם֙אֶת־דָּוִ֤
ר ֹ֔ ךְלֵאמ למְנֵ֥הלֵ֛ ךְואְֶת־יהְוּדָֽה…)י(אֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ לֵב־דָּודִ֙ויַַּ֤
ןאתֹ֔וֹ ראַחֲרֵי־כֵ֖ םסָפַ֣ אמֶר)ס(אֶת־הָעָ֑ ֹ֨ דויַּ הדָּוִ֜ אֶל־יהְוָ֗

אתִי רמְאדֹ֙חָטָ֤ יתִיאֲשֶׁ֣ העָשִׂ֔ הועְַתָּ֣ ןהַֽעֲבֶר־נאָ֙יהְוָ֔ אֶת־עֲוֺ֣
יעַבְדְּךָ֔ לְתִּיכִּ֥ ד׃נסְִכַּ֖ ֹֽ מְא

(1) The anger of the LORD again flared up against
Israel; and He incited David against them, saying, “Go
and number Israel and Judah”...(10) But afterward
David reproached himself for having numbered the
people. And David said to the LORD, “I have sinned

grievously in what I have done. Please, O LORD, remit
the guilt of Your servant, for I have acted foolishly.”

Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz on II Shmuel 24:10

David’s heart tormented him with pain and remorse after he had counted the people. David said to the Lord:
I have sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, Lord, please overlook the iniquity of Your servant, for I

have been very foolish. I have acted foolishly by taking an unnecessary census,
which was merely an expression of pretention.

Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot T’midim U’Musafim 4:4

הָאֶצְבָּעוֹתעַלעָלָיושֶׁהִסְכִּימוּהַמִּניְןָמוֹנהֶולְָמָּה
שֶׁאָסוּרלְפִיעַצְמָןהָאֲנשִָׁיםעַלמוֹנהֶהָיהָולְֹאשֶׁהוֹצִיאוּ

א)שמואלשֶׁנּאֱֶמַראַחֵרדָּבָרידְֵיעַלאֶלָּאישְִׂרָאֵללִמְנוֹת
בַּטְּלָאִים":"ויַּפְִקְדֵםד(טו

Why do they count the number they have agreed upon
by the fingers they stuck out instead of counting the
people themselves? Because it is forbidden to count
Jews except via another entity, as [I Samuel 15:4]

states: "And he counted them with lambs."

Professor Jacob Milgrom, JPS Torah Commentary: Numbers, 31:48-52

The basis for the taboo against a census is not known, although one plausible suggestion has been offered: As the
shepherd counts his sheep, so the counter of persons must be their owner, a title belonging solely to

God and not to man.

3. Forever Concealed

Midrash Bemidbar Rabbah 4:2

לֹאהָעוֹלָםלְאֻמּוֹתהוּא,בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁאָמַרכִּבְיכָוֹלכָּךְ
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַרכְּלוּם,לְפָניַחֲשׁוּבִיןשֶׁאֵיןלָמָּה,מִניְןָ,נתַָתִּי

בָּניַ,אַתֶּםאֲבָלנגְֶדוֹ.כְּאַיןִהַגּוֹיםִכָּליז(:מ,)ישעיה
וגו',בֶטֶןמִנּיִהָעֲמֻסִיםג(:מו,השירים)שירשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר

שָׁעָה…בְּכָלאֶתְכֶםמוֹנהֶלְכָךְ

So, as it were, the Holy One blessed be He said: For
the nations of the world, I did not provide a census.

Why? It is because they are of no significance to Me, as
it is stated: “All the nations are as nothing before Him”
(Isaiah 40:17). But you are My children, as it is stated:
“Who have been carried from birth…” (Isaiah 46:3).

That is why He counts them every moment…

Hosea 2:1

ה הָיָ֠ ֽ֠ רוְ םכְּח֣וֹלבְּנֵיֽ־ישְִׂרָאֵל֙מִסְפַּ֤ רהַיָּ֔ דאֲשֶׁ֥ ולְֹ֣אלֹֽא־ימִַּ֖
ר היסִָּפֵ֑ הָיָ֠ ֽ֠ רבִּמְק֞וֹםוְ ילָהֶם֙אֲשֶׁר־יאֵָמֵ֤ םלֹא־עַמִּ֣ ראַתֶּ֔ יאֵָמֵ֥

ם אֵֽל־חָֽי׃בְּנֵ֥ילָהֶ֖

The number of the people of Israel shall be like that of
the sands of the sea, which cannot be measured or

counted; and instead of being told, “You are
Not-My-People,” they shall be called

Children-of-the-Living-God.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince

It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.

Visit me at www.joshuarabin.com.
2

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2180358
http://www.joshuarabin.com

