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Parashat Ki Tavo:

Forever Concealed

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Devarim 28:8
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God will ordain blessings for you upon your barns and
all your undertakings: you will be blessed in the land
that your God is giving you.

1. Counting the Concealed

Bavli Bava Metzia 42a
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And Rabbi Yitzhak says: Blessing is found only in a
matter concealed from the eye, as it is stated: “The
Lord will command blessing with you in your
storehouses” (Deuteronomy 28:8), where the grain is
concealed. The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught:
Blessing is found only in a matter over which the
eye has no dominion, as it is stated: “The Lord will
command blessing with you in your storehouses.”

Bavli Taanit 8b
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And apropos blessings, Rabbi Yitzhak said: A
blessing is found only in an object that is hidden
[samui] from the eye, not in an item visible to all, as
public miracles are exceedingly rare. As it is stated:

“The Lord will command His blessing upon you in
your barns [ba’asamekha]” (Deuteronomy 28:8).
Rabbi Yitzhak’s exposition is based on the linguistic

similarity between samui and asamekha. Likewise, the
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: A blessing is
found only in an object that is not exposed to the
eye, as it is stated: “The Lord will command His
blessing upon you in your barns.”

Ein Yaakov on Bavli Taanit 1:35
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If, however, he prayed after measuring, his prayer is in
vain, because [heavenly] blessing is not frequent on
things which are weighed, measured or counted, but on
things which are hidden from the eyesight; as it is said:
The Lord will command upon thee the blessing in they

storehouses [where the exact quantity is unknown]."

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.




2. Should We Count?

li Shmuel 24:1-16
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Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz on Il Shmuel 24:10

David’s heart tormented him with pain and remorse after he had counted the people. David said to the Lord:
| have sinned greatly in what | have done. Now, Lord, please overlook the iniquity of Your servant, for |
have been very foolish. | have acted foolishly by taking an unnecessary census,

which was merely an expression of pretention.

Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot T’midim U’Musafim 4:4
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Professor Jacob Milgrom, JPS Torah Commentary: Numbers, 31:48-52

The basis for the taboo against a census is not known, although one plausible suggestion has been offered: As the
shepherd counts his sheep, so the counter of persons must be their owner, a title belonging solely to
God and not to man.

3. Forever Concealed

Midrash Bemidbar Rabbah 4:2
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Children-of-the-Living-God.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince

It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.
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