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Hosea 14:2
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Return, O Israel, to the ETERNAL your God,
For you have fallen because of your sin.

1. Teshuvah Reaches God

Bavli Yoma 86a
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Similarly, Rabbi Yehuda raised a contradiction
between two verses. It is written: “Return, you
backsliding children | will heal your backsliding”
(Jeremiah 3:22), implying that anyone can achieve
healing, dependent only on repentance. But it also
states: “Return, O backsliding children, says the Lord,
for | am a lord to you, and | will take you one from a
city, and two from a family” (Jeremiah 3:14), implying
that repentance is available only to certain individuals.
He resolved the contradiction and explained that this is
not difficult: Here, it is referring to repentance out of
love or fear, which few people achieve; there, it is
referring to repentance through suffering, as everyone
has thoughts of repentance when they suffer. Rabbi
Levi said: Great is repentance, as it reaches the
heavenly throne, as it is stated: “Return, Israel, to
the Lord your God” (Hosea 14:2). This implies that
repentance literally reaches to God.
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Reish Lakish said: Great is repentance, as the
penitent’s intentional sins are counted for him as
unwitting transgressions, as it is stated: “Return,
Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled
in your iniquity” (Hosea 14:2). The Gemara analyzes
this: Doesn’t “iniquity” mean an intentional sin? Yet
the prophet calls it stumbling, implying that one who
repents is considered as though he only stumbled
accidentally in his transgression. The Gemara asks: Is
that so? Didn’t Reish Lakish himself say: Great is
repentance, as one’s intentional sins are counted
for him as merits, as it is stated: “And when the
wicked turns from his wickedness, and does that
which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby”
(Ezekiel 33:19), and all his deeds, even his

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



transgressions, will become praiseworthy? The Gemara
reconciles: This is not difficult: Here, when one
repents out of love, his sins become like merits; there,
when one repents out of fear, his sins are counted as
unwitting transgressions.

2. God Loves Our Teshuvah

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Teshuvah 7:6
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expression with which He separates [Himself] from the

N7 D7 MX WK Digna N1 (K 2 YwIn) MMy sinners to draw close to those who repent. [2:1] states:
"Instead of saying to you: “You are not My nation,' He
will tell you: “You are the children of the living God."”
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Sefer Hasidim 60:1
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3. Our Shadow Knows

Parker J. Palmer, Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation

The experience of darkness has been essential to my coming into selfhood, and telling the truth about that fact
helps me stay in the light. But | want to tell that truth for another reason as well: many young people today journey
in the dark, as the young always have, and we elders do them a disservice when we withhold the shadowy parts of
our lives. When | was young, there were very few elders willing to talk about the darkness; most of them pretended
that success was all they had ever known. As the darkness began to descend on me in my early twenties, |
thought | had developed a unique and terminal case of failure. | did not realize that | had merely embarked on a
journey toward joining the human race.

Bell Hooks

For me, forgiveness and compassion are always linked: how do we hold people accountable for wrongdoing and
yet at the same time remain in touch with their humanity enough to believe in their capacity to be transformed?
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