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Judaism With Open Arms

Parashat Behaalotekha: He Took a Cushite Woman

Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Astoria Center of Israel, Astoria, New York'

Bemidbar 12:1

NYWND NITR™7Y N¥na oKXl DN ATl
NZ7 N'Y2 NYXT'D NP7 WYX N'YIN

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the
Cushite woman he had taken [into his household as his
wife]: “He took a Cushite woman!”

1. A Beautiful Woman

Targum Onkelos on Bemidbar 12:1

RDTK 70V 7V NYN3 [1DK] DA N7
ND9Y XDAK MK 2'0) T KN19Y
AN 201 T

Miriam and Aharon spoke about Moshe concerning the
beautiful woman he married, for he married [sent away]
a beautiful woman.

Rashi on Bemidbar 12:1

:N'YANA NITIK 7Y .AURD NITR 7Y

Because of the Cushite woman— because of her
having been divorced by Moses

Ibn Ezra on Bemidbar 12:1

NATY NIATN NT n.7'7 N'Yd NYUK "D DLl
D™ 2V NnRY 121717 '"2AT 7221 NNl D'n
X7 2 nUn ITYN NINI DN'WIA7 IR DNNWN
N9 NII'XY Q1QVa 21 NISX DY 2OW7 yim

And the meaning of because of the Cushite woman
he took. These are the words that Miriam spoke. How
precious are the words of the ancients who said with
regard to the elders, “Happy are they, but woe to their
wives.” They suspected that Moses refrained from
sleeping with Zipporah only because
she was not beautiful.

2. A Cushite Woman

Bavli Moed Katan 16b

NYXN NITIR 7¥7 NIR NAR 1272 RYiD
N7DI1 7R N D1 ,"N7T7 YN NTYIdDD
— MiYa NMYN N'YId NN XX ANy niovy
NN 1272 KR¥HD .D'YYNA NHYUN MDY X
?inyi "i1d 1, 7N T YNyt nin

The Gemara notes: Similarly, you can explain the
verse: “And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses
due to the Cushite woman whom he had taken, for
he had taken a Cushite woman” (12:1). But is her
name Cushite? Zipporah is her name. Rather, just
as a Cushite is distinguished by his dark skin, so
too, Zipporah was distinguished by her actions. The
Gemara continues: Similarly, you can explain the
verse: “Now when Ebed-Melech the Cushite heard”

" All translations are from Sefaria, unless otherwise noted.



(Jeremiah 38:7). Is his name Cushite? Zedekiah is
his name. Rather, just as a Cushite is distinguished

iNiy2 NN 'wi1d NN RIR Ning pTY N1
AU AHYUR AT X — by his dark skin, so too, Zedekiah was distinguished
by his righteous actions.

Rashbam on Bemidbar 12:1
The Cushite woman from one of the tribes going back
to Ham? [one of Noah’s sons.]

.ON NNOYnNN R'nY = N'Ydn

Bekhor Shor on Bemidbar 12:1
Because of the Cushite woman he took: According to
the simple meaning, they were saying, "And did Moses

I'NY LYON '97 .N7'7 YUK N'WID NUX T 7Y
]
njr'y 7Y NNIN DYR DUN K¥N K7 D1NIR not find a woman from the Children of Israel to take as
DNY D'YIDN NN 17 NNRY 170w NUKRT7 17 | a wife, that he went to take from the daughters of Cush,
'NY AXATIA Y 1T '|7|'WJ LiaYA D1 DY who are uncircumcised? And was .it because the Holy
Y . e One, blessed be He, spoke with him, that he became
NUR Yi7QW 7RO 1NN AWK RYY AxN haughty; such that he did not want to marry a woman
X71 78WM 1IXWIA1 12T 102 DA X7 7hNna from the daughters of Israel and sought a woman from
. far away? 'Did he not also speak with us,' and we
)22 1IXRAN)
P married from [within] Israel and did not become
haughty about this."

Ha’Emek Davar on Bemidbar 12:1
Because of the Cushite woman he took: According to
the contextual meaning of the text, a gentile black

N'YID NIYNYn VYN '97 .Np"7 N'YID NYUNX D
woman. But who had converted. And Aaron and Miriam
thought that this was why Moshe separated himself

DN NN D"I20D1 .MM AMY N7X .N'IA
197 N1'RY DIYN .N1NN NWUN W'D R7unT

10IN'N N7V INYX NNV .Avn v 1T from her. That his wife was not of Israelite lineage. And

they were saying that under no circumstances is this

72OW NN L[121 'K 07NV DT N7 proper. After he had taken her and knew she was a

XY 1I'X J7KI.NYLVN K71 N NNAAY YT n|7'7 non-Israelite and she didn't deceive him. Therefore, it's

unfair to make her sad and separate himself from her.

.NINN WINO71 n1yxY

Jacob Milgrom, JPS Torah Commentary: Numbers, 93

Regardless of whether Moses' wife was Ethiopian or Midianite, the objection to her, it is implied, was ethnic.
Strikingly, the rabbis raise no objection to her Cushite origin but, to the contrary, defend her, claiming that Moses
refused to have sexual intercourse after his descent from Sinai...

A Series of Moments

3.
ljeoma Oluo, So You Want to Talk About Race, 217-218

We like to think of our character in the same way it is written in our obituaries. We are strong, brave, and loyal.
We are what we strive to be. While if we sit and reflect, we can provide a more

We are funny and creative.
loving mother. An avid gardener. "But life is a series of moments. And in reality, we are both the culmination of

nuanced description of ourselves, in our day-to-day lives, our self-esteem reads in synopsis: “Mary was a kind of
those countless moments, and each moment individually in time...

2 From the time of Josephus, the descendents of Ham are generally connected to people who live in Africa, although

the Torah makes no reference to this connection.
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